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Presented by Christy Link, FFGC Bee Chairman
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**Please Note: Due To Location Construction Delays,
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A Word From Our President
Dear Members:
May 2018 bring you… Happiness, Success, Good Health
and be filled with Peace, Hope and Togetherness of your
Family and Friends. Wishing you a Happy New Year 2018!
Our program this month will feature Christy Link, FFGC
Bee Chairman, who will present a program on Native Bee
Pollinators.
On January 10, our Junior Gardeners will meet at
Starchild Academy from 9:30–10:30 a.m. If you have any spare time and
would like to help out…Ann Todd can always use your help.
On Monday, January 15, our Annual Card Party will be held at Sanlando
United Methodist Church in Longwood from 9:30 a.m.–3:00 p.m. Please
get your players and table together and purchase your tickets from Joan
Lasek. As always, we will have a Silent Auction Table, Raffle Table and of
course, Milly’s Table. We need volunteers to set up at the church on
Sunday, January 14 at 7:00 p.m. Please come out and support your club.
Louise Gould has arranged all the teachers and gotten all the supplies
for the Floral Design Classes which will be held on January 4, 11, 25 and
February 1, 8, 15. I hope many of you take advantage of this education
on Design.
Our Horticulture meeting will be held on Monday, January 29 at the
home of Anastasia Darden. Please mark it on your calendars.
Let’s dig in and have a fun-filled meaningful January.

Linda Richcreek, President
Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc.
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PROGRAMS
The busy Holidays are past and now the club focus is on our two largest
scholarship fund raisers, the Card Party on January 15th and the Garden
Fair, March 3-4, 2018.
This year’s Garden Fair will be a whole new, bigger and better venture for
us. We have a lot of exciting changes and challenges. SWOGC members
always embrace the challenges and make them successful. Your Garden
Fair Chairmen are doing a fantastic job with wonderful creative ideas and
exciting plans.
Vendor Chair, Bernie Delafield and Sponsor Chair, Carol Baird need your
help now, with the deadline approaching for the Orlando Sentential 8 page insert. Please
contact them if you have any ideas or suggestion for vendors and sponsors. This is where we
make the most of our income and we need you to help grow this list. Say “yes” when you are
contacted to help. There is always some small way for all members to participate.

Margaret Kirkpatrick
1st Vice President - Programs and Garden Fair Chairperson

GARDEN FAIR
I hope you had a wonderful holiday season! As we put away our holiday lists of things to
do, presents to buy, food to prepare, we must now pull out our list of Garden Fair sponsors
and friends! This list might include family members, hairdressers, financial advisors, favorite
restaurants you frequent.
We have talked about sponsorships before — the special
advertising section is a huge draw! This is the year to be a sponsor...where can you get an
Orlando Sentinel ad for as little as $250?? Have YOU asked anyone to be a sponsor? It’s not
too late… January 31, 2018.
We also have a second category of sponsorship — Friend. There are two ways to be a
Friend. One is to donate $100 to the Garden Fair, and receive a listing in the Special Garden
Fair section of the Orlando Sentinel, deadline date January 31st. The other way is to donate
any amount under $100, and be listed on our website.
Ellen O’Connor will prepare an email for you to send to your contacts. All you need do is
enter email addresses! This note will explain our scholarship program, and give our website
where the form can be completed and payment made through PayPal. This is a very easy way
to show support for our Garden Club and our scholarship program, and, of course, it’s tax
deductible!
I will be at the Card Party with forms for you and your friends! This replaces the meeting
sign up sheet, so bring your checkbook, and I’ll be happy to answer any questions!
Let’s make this a banner year for our Garden Fair! We need everyone’s help, and I know we
can count on you!
Happy New Year with wishes for health and peace for 2018.

Carole Baird
Garden Fair Committee - Sponsorships and Friends
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MEMBERSHIP
New Member information:
Ronni Ross
Betty Murphy-Jones
Cynthia Enax

Membership Co-Chairpersons - Cheryl Richards and Pam Frisbey

JUNIOR GARDENERS
The December Junior Gardeners program was on sea shells. Barbara
Hunt has a large collection of shells and offered them to us to show at the
program.

Lynn Griffis started the program by identifying the function of each kind
of shell and informing them that the conch shell is the Florida state shell.
She taught them the difference in bivalve and univalve shells. The
students had to draw a picture of a univalve and bivalve shell and write a
paragraph telling the difference. These pictures will be sent to FFGC to be
judged on the shell award in the Spring. The students made and decorated
shell snowman tree ornaments.
Louise Gould and Pam Frisbey gave the students wooden Christmas
tree ornaments that had to be painted. This was a Christmas present
from the Junior Gardeners leaders.

The bird house gourds the students made at the November program
had been sealed with acrylic paint and were ready for them to take home.
They will be displayed at our Garden Fair in March.
Volunteers for December: Louise Gould, Lynn Griffis and Pam Frisbey.
We meet the second Tuesday each month at 9:30-10:30 a.m. at Starchild Academy.

Junior Gardener Chairperson - Ann Todd
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FLORAL DESIGN NEWS
Turkey Workshop
Everyone was amazed how easy and fun it was to make a
turkey out of flowers & greens. I would like to thank all of you
who participated and those of you who bought some of the extra
plant material left over from the folks who did not make it there.
If you sign up ---- you should show up! Or…. at least call me and
let me give your space to someone on the waiting list. The club
ends up paying for the unused plant material.

Floral Design Units 1-6

Our Floral Design classes will be rescheduled to May and June.
A couple of our teachers are presently unavailable. Stay tuned.
For those interested but not ready to "plunge" into the classes, you could attend the a.m. lectures for
$10.00 but not attend the workshop. All six classes are run by accredited teachers from Florida
Federation of Garden Clubs (FFGC). There is a certificate from the state if you come to all six classes.
These classes are intended to cover all aspects of design.
*Those who are taking all 6 classes will get complete kits. Cost: $120.00
*Those who are only taking partial days, and have taken these classes before, please bring back your
container, pin needle and kit for these classes. Individual classes are $20.00 per day which include both
lecture and workshop.
*Those of you that are sitting in on the a.m. lecture only, please bring pen and notebook.
The a.m. lecture is $10.00. No supplies will be provided.
For all taking the workshop, please bring scissors, clippers, and newspaper to work on and a kitchen
garbage bag for all your clippings. All should bring snacks, drinks and lunch for "your" entire day. Water
will be available.
Arrival time is 8:45 a.m. and the teacher will start at 9 a.m. sharp. We will have time for 2 breaks and
lunch. (The shorter we make them the quicker you get to go home.)
These classes are packed with tips of the trade and information on design.
**Learning to make floral arrangements and all design types for your home, church, and occasions for
your family in the future is a wonderful thing.

Floral Design Chairperson - Louise Gould

GARDEN CLUB POLO SHIRTS
Please contact Rae Martin
to purchase a polo shirt.
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HORTICULTURE
Member and guests are invited to join us for the next
Horticulture meeting. It will be held on Monday, January
29, 2018, at the home of Anastasia Durden. We will meet
at the front of the home and proceed to tour promptly at
10:00 a.m. Please park on the right hand side of the
street.
Anastasia has graciously invited us to her beautiful home
and garden, in the most picturesque setting, by Lake
McCoy, you will be totally amazed. If you plan to attend,
please RSVP to Anastasia and to Marjorie at It is very
important that you do so... no excuses please!
We will tour the garden and meet for refreshments and a
program that you will not want to miss. It will be another
interesting presentation by Min, one that you will be
pleased to see.
Members and guests are invited to bring anything garden
related that they wish to share, be it, plants, cuttings,
ideas, questions, or simple good wishes, and friendly
thoughts.
The next horticulture meeting will be held on Monday,
March 26. Please contact Marjorie if you are willing to host
a meeting or present a topic in March or April.

DRAIN THE SWAMP!
Drainage is critical to plant health. A hole in the bottom of a container allows the soil to drain freely AND adequate
air to be available to the roots, thus avoiding root rot.
Problem: My container does not have a hole in it! Solution: Drill one.
Several members have asked me to review the steps necessary to drill their ceramic pots.
This is in reference to a demonstration from a horticulture meeting last year.
Materials needed:
Old towel - to prevent slippage of pot when drilling
Water- needed to cool the drill tip
Cordless Drill - 1/2 inch or 3/8 inch
1/2 inch diamond hole drill - available for $20 at Lowes or Home Depot
Procedure:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Place pot upside down onto towel on a firm surface.
Insert hole drill into drill hand tool and tighten.
Place a puddle of water on the bottom of pot base-this is most important as the drill must be kept cool.
Hold the pot on the towel firmly with free hand to prevent slippage.
Start the drill up and place the side of the hole drill firmly on the surface of the spot you want the hole drilled and
make an indentation (Note: this takes a little practice as it may jump around a bit. Persevere, you can do this!
6. Using the indentation to steady the drill, keep it turning fast and slowly bring the hand tool straight up so that the
drilling bit is flat on the pot surface drilling.
7. Do not lean heavily on the pot. Let the drill sand the ceramic thru to make the hole. (Be aware that the hole will pop
through quickly and be ready to pull back so you do not smash the pot.
8. After you have completed a fabulous hole, take time to clean the drill bit for the next time. Rinse with water.

Practice makes perfect. You can also do this on plastic pots for practice. Now You have the tools to buy any pot you
see, at a bargain, and make a hole in it.
At our Card Party in January we will have a drill kit donated for raffle or auction and I will also provide personal
instruction, if needed, to the Lucky winner.

Horticulture Co-Chairs Marjorie Abbas and Min Schwenderman
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WAYS AND MEANS
CRANE’S ROOST FINANCIAL RECAP
I want to share the financial results of our Crane’s Roost Floral Arrangements and Plant Sales
which took place on November 18-19.
In last month’s newsletter, I did not know that our member, Bob Hotaling made a $250.00
donation to cover the cost of the succulents and cactus.
A BIG THANK YOU Bob for your
generous donation. Our club appreciates your generosity.
INCOME
Plant Sales

$ 754.00

Donation – Bob Hotaling

250.00

Floral Arrangements

663.00

Total

$1,667.00

EXPENSES

Floral Arrangement Materials

718.36

Succulents and Cactus

245.50

Tablecloths

19.61
Total

$ 983.47

Breakdown as follows:
Floral Arrangements

Plant Sales

Income

Income

754.00

Donation

250.00

663.00

Expenses
Tablecloths
Materials

19.61

1,004.00

718.36
Expenses

Loss

-74.97

245.50

Profit

758.50

The reason we had a loss on the Floral Arrangements is because 15 arrangements were not
sold. If we had sold them we would have made a profit on those as well. I am happy to report
that we donated the arrangements to Hospice of the Comforter, where I am sure they were
much appreciated by the residents and their families over the Thanksgiving holiday.
Again as stated in my article in December, a big THANK YOU to all who made this event
possible again.

Linda Richcreek, President
Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc.
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YEARBOOKS
Dear Members,
Thank you to all the members that signed for their new 2017-18 Yearbooks at the
December Holiday Luncheon. Please review your listings and let me know if there are
any corrections needed.

If you are among the members who did not attend and would like to get your yearbook
before the January General Meeting, please call me or email me and we’ll make
arrangements to get your book to you. Otherwise I will have them with me at the
January 8th meeting.
Happy Holidays everyone!

Website/Yearbook Chairperson - Gail Arena

INSPIRATION
In Cheri Blackmon’s absence, here is a selection to reflect
on...
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DECEMBER HOLIDAY LUNCHEON PHOTOS

(Courtesy of Gay Momberger—See Shutterfly for More)
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Mailing Address:

Member of National Garden Clubs, Inc.

P.O. Box 915233
Longwood, Florida 32791

Deep South Region
Florida Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc.

District VII

Club Flower—Rose
Club Bird—Cardinal

Lake, Orange, Osceola, Seminole & Sumter Counties
Organized—January 9, 1974

We’re on the web!
www.swogc.org

Federated—January 27, 1975
Incorporated—September 14, 1992

If you know of a member who could use an extra kind thought,
please contact me. I prefer receiving the information by
email, but please call if you don't have email access.
Marge Lynch

The purpose of Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club is the education of its
members and the community in their relationship to horticulture,
conservation and environmental needs, as well as the art of floral design.
Deadline for February Newsletter is January 23rd.

Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc. Meeting Schedule
BOARD MEETINGS
First Monday of the Month September-May at 10:00 AM
810 Fox Valley Drive, Longwood, Florida
GENERAL MEETINGS
Second Monday of the Month, September-May
At 9:30 AM Social, 10:00 AM Meeting
First Baptist Sweetwater Church
3800 Wekiva Springs Road
Longwood, Florida
HORTICULTURE GROUP MEETINGS
Fourth Monday of October, January and March at 10:00 AM
See the Calendar of Events for Location
JUNIOR GARDENERS
Second Tuesday of the Month at 9:30 AM
FLORAL DESIGN
Every Thursday at Hospice of the Comforter 12:30-3:00 PM
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