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A Word From Our President
Reflecting on the past two years of serving as your President, there are
not enough words to express my gratitude, thanks and appreciation for
your love, support, encouragement and what each one of you has done
to make my Presidency easier in leading our club to new heights.

I would like to thank my board for walking alongside me for those two
years:
Margaret Kirkpatrick
Pam Frisbey
Cheryl Richards
Joan Lasek
Cheri Blackmon

Cyndi Nelson
Laurie Kennedy
Val Swadling
Marge Lynch
Ann Todd

And, I would also like to thank my committee chairpersons:
Min Schwenderman
Ann Todd
Gay Momberger
Doris Lenz
Louise Gould
Patty Scott
Cheri Blackmon
Joyce Anderson
Judith Shaw

Rae Martin
Joan Lasek
Gwen Allen
Ann Chisholm
Arlene Polacheck
Kirsten Collins
Joan Lasek
Karen Forrest
Sarah Hall

Margaret Kirkpatrick
Mary Clay
Audrey Karwandy
Gail Arena
Marjorie Abbas
Nancy McDonald
Ellen O’Connor
Lynn Griffis
Lois Silverberg

As I reviewed all the member’s photos in our yearbook, I was reminded how each one of you
has enriched my life and how you served our club over the last two years also.
Our officers for next year are listed on Page 1. They will be installed at our Spring Luncheon
to be held at Highland Manor in Apopka on Monday, May 14. Our District VII Director, Sue
Roberts, will be our guest and will install them that day.
I feel very confident with the new slate of Officers for the 2018-2019 year. Please support
them as you have me and my board.
I hope you enjoyed yourselves in our club activities this past year. Seeds were planted for
friendships. And remember, you can’t buy happiness, but you can buy plants and that’s pretty
much the same thing. Have a wonderful summer and see you in the garden.

Linda Richcreek
President
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MEMBERSHIP
Ladies and Gentlemen: Attention!!
Membership dues for next year need to be paid by June 1.
Pam and Cheryl will be collecting checks or cash for $25.00
at the May luncheon.

If you do not pay your dues by June 1 you will have to
apply as a new member next year (this means filling out a form).
Thanks ahead for your promptness.

Pam Frisbey and Cheryl Richards
2nd Vice President - Membership

JUNIOR GARDENERS
The Junior Gardeners April program was presented by Sally Powers on
Bees. She started the program by having the students sit on the floor in a
circle. The students had permission to scream-out “that’s amazing”. each
time she spoke of an importing feature about the bees such as the many
different kinds of bees in the world.
There are over 300 different kinds in Florida. She talked about the
pollinators, one Queen bee in a hive, workers and many other things that
always brought on "that's amazing”. The honey bees are the most
recognized in Florida.
Miss Sally brought a puzzle book and other activity books for the students to complete.
She had a flower skit with the help of two students and Miss Carolyn. Each person held a
flower. The bee flew around two flowers and did not stop but did stop on Miss Carolyn and
stung her. She ran the room crying in pain from the sting. That brought on a loud cry of
“that’s amazing”. This was a loud and fun program.
April Volunteers: Carolyn Drummond, Pam Frisbey, Louise Gould and
Sally Powers
We meet the second Tuesday each month at 9:30- 10:30am at Starchild
academy.

Ann Todd
Junior Gardeners Chairperson
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HORTICULTURE
The Horticulture Group meets at four different gardens each year. Our host
members, who deserve a special thank-you are: Shirley Hungerford who hosted
our first meeting in October 2017, Anastasia Durden hosted our February 2018
meeting, Betty Murphy hosted the March meeting, and Dorothy Petticrew will
welcome us on May 21st for the fourth meeting. Please extend a thank-you to
these members if you have enjoyed their hospitality and programs this year. We
have tried to provide programs of gardening interest and information, and an
opportunity for members to share ideas and fellowship. We have encouraged
members to propagating and grow plants for themselves and our club plant sales.
At the last two horticulture meetings members had the opportunity to received
Moonflower and Cardinal Climber plants and seeds. These are heirloom seeds,
donated by Sally Powers. Information about saving heirloom seeds and much more gardening
information can be found at www.seedsavers.org/helpfullinks.htm
KELP - LIQUID SEAWEED FERTILIZER
One of the best fertilizers you can use on your plants is liquid seaweed made from Kelp. Kelp is organic and sustainable as it
can grow over 50 meters long (650 feet). It has trace elements not found in other fertilizers and especially Nitrogen; which is a
key component a plant needs for photosynthesis.
Foliar application is the most effective and efficient method of applying kelp to your plants. The extracts in kelp are 8 to 20
times more effective when applied to plant leaves than watering in the soil…although that may also be done. There are n o
plants that cannot benefit from this fertilizer and it will not burn the leaves.
Here is a list of some of the advantages that have been proven thru university studies;






Kelp promotes additional buds when applied when plants are beginning to bud.
When applied 10 days before harvest it extends the shelflife of the fruit and vegetables
A day or two before cutting cut flowers will extend there bloom
Treating seeds and cuttings prior to planting will improve germination and root growth and can also be used as a
rooting solution.
Other studies have shown that more blossoms have been achieved on flowers






Grapes were sweeter
Cucumbers increased yields by 40%
Fruits less often suffered from rot
And there was better frost tolerance.

Application
One of the benefits of using liquid seaweed fertilizer is that you can vary the concentrations according to what you use it on.
For lawns a dilute solution is preferred . For house plants and garden plants a little stronger dose can be used.
Recommendations:
1/3 cup (5 tablespoons) per gal for weekly use OR ½ to 1 tablespoon per gallon for daily use.
My personal experience - I have been using Kelp since last September and my orchids that
usually give me 5-6 blossoms every year gave 25 blossoms this year. My amaryllis was almost
dead in august so I started spraying them and their leaves look huge and lush… I am waiting
for the blooms and will report.
I will report my successes and disappointments as I evaluate. Also
there is very little odor and when dried on the leaves not odor at all.
There are some products that also include fish emulsion and they do
have a fishy smell but when dried are fine. I bought a gallon from Amazon for $17 and it will be years
before I use it all up.
Marjorie used Kelp on this about a month ago. The flower spike of this Bromeliad (Aechmea fasciata)
is very distinctive. She has grown this plant from a pup!

Marjorie Abbas and Min Schwenderman
Horticulture Co-Chairpersons
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FLORAL DESIGN
From the Welcome Back Coffee, our Holiday Member Designs, the
Cranes Roost Project, the Turkey and Spring Fling Workshop's, plus
digging in my yard for some plant material for the plant sales, the
Garden Fair "Arrangement Demonstration's" and finally the ongoing
Floral Design Classes, I want to give a big "THANK YOU" to all
participants who took part in anyway in the planning, participating
and assisting. I could not have done it without your help!
Participating is part of the fun and laughter involved in all these projects. Please join
in next year for every event as we do have a good time.
Have a wonderful summer and remember to buy flowers and make designs for your
home and for other's too.

Our best to you.
P.S. Our last two Floral Design Classes are scheduled for Thursday, May 3 rd and
Wednesday, May 9th. Please note the date change. Anyone who would like to come to
the informative am lecture are welcome. Time: 9:00 AM-12:00 PM. The cost is only
$10.00 to listen to our teacher's expertise. It is so worth it!
Thanks again for a great year.
Louise Gould and Arlene Polacheck
Floral Design Co-Chairpersons

HOSPICE FLOWERS
We make floral arrangements each Thursday for the patients’
rooms, cafe, and chapel at Hospice of the Comforter in Altamonte
Springs. It serves as a wonderful way for SWOGC to reach out to
those going through a difficult time in their lives and the lives of their
loved ones.
We get a great deal of positive feedback from these families who
often feel very alone.
Some members of SWOGC and/or their
spouses have spent their final days here.
Patty Scott
Hospice Floral Chairperson
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INSPIRATION

Cheri Blackmon
Inspiration Chairperson

GARDEN CLUB POLO SHIRTS
Please contact Rae Martin to purchase a
Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club Polo Shirt
for the Bargain price of $25.00!
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APRIL GENERAL MEETING PHOTOS

(Courtesy of Gay Momberger and Audrey Karwandy—See Shutterfly for More)
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ARBOR DAY PHOTOS

(Courtesy of Gay Momberger and Audrey Karwandy—See Shutterfly for More)
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Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 915233
Longwood, Florida 32791
Club Flower—Rose
Club Bird—Cardinal

Member of National Garden Clubs, Inc.
Deep South Region
Florida Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc.

District VII
Lake, Orange, Osceola, Seminole & Sumter Counties
Organized—January 9, 1974

We’re on the web!
www.swogc.org

Federated—January 27, 1975
Incorporated—September 14, 1992

If you know of a member who could use an extra kind thought,
please contact me. I prefer receiving the information by email,
but please call if you don't have email access.
Marge Lynch

The purpose of Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club is the education of its
members and the community in their relationship to horticulture,
conservation and environmental needs, as well as the art of floral design.

Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc. Meeting Schedule
BOARD MEETINGS
First Monday of the Month September-May at 10:00 AM
810 Fox Valley Drive, Longwood, Florida
GENERAL MEETINGS
Second Monday of the Month, September-May
At 9:30 AM Social, 10:00 AM Meeting
First Baptist Sweetwater Church
3800 Wekiva Springs Road
Longwood, Florida
HORTICULTURE GROUP MEETINGS
Fourth Monday of October, January and March at 10:00 AM
See the Calendar of Events for Location
JUNIOR GARDENERS
Second Tuesday of the Month at 9:30 AM
FLORAL DESIGN
Every Thursday at Hospice of the Comforter 12:30-3:00 PM
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