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A Word From Our President
Happy Fall you all! I’m afraid our Fall is just an extension
of Summer, at least through mid-October. Cooler weather
will be coming… soon, I promise.
My biggest concern now is not having a committee
chairperson for our Card Party. Please consider taking the
position of committee chairperson for this important fund
raiser. Ladies and gentlemen, this event raises a lot of
money for our scholarship programs and allows us to donate to worthy
causes. Ask a member to co-chair this event with you. We already have the
food preparation crew ready to go, and Joan Lasek has volunteered to help!
I am also looking for someone to handle publicity for the Garden Fair. Again,
we need to get started on this project now.
October 16th is the District VII’s Fall General Meeting in Mt. Dora. The FFGC
State Officers will be there. The program and lunch is $25. Right now there are
just two of us going. I am happy to drive and can take 5 people. Please let me
know by October 1st.
Looking forward to seeing you all at our General Meeting on Monday, October
8th.

Claire Griffis, President
Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc.
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DISTRICT VII FALL MEETING
The District VII Fall Meeting will be held Tuesday, October 16th.
Host: Lakes and Hills Garden Club
First Presbyterian Church, 222 W 6th St., Mt. Dora, FL
Special Guests: FFGC State Officers
Program: Flowering Trees for Central FL

“Coloring our Canopy”
Test your coloring skills and hear about the flowering trees
of Central Florida from Brooke Moffits,
Lake County Residential Horticulture Extension Agent.
Our State Officers will be updating us on their plans for 2018-2019.
Cost: $25 includes meeting, program and lunch
Time: Registration and Refreshments - 9:30 AM to 10:00 AM
Call to Order: 10:00 AM
All checks should be made out to Lakes and Hills Garden Club.
Note: Claire Griffis will have the reservation forms at our General Meeting.
Please bring your check and she will send in the checks
and reservation forms in for the club. We can car pool from the church.
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FLORAL DESIGN
Please join us for a special event presented by the Creative Arts
Garden Club. This club is a group of 30 talented and creative floral
designers from around Central Florida who meet together to advance
their skills in Floral Design.
They will be hosting a creative holiday design program and Royal
Tea Tasting I know you will all enjoy the opportunity to sample these
world famous teas. What a wonderful way to be inspired for the
holiday season.
There will also be a Ways and Means table with beautiful holiday
floral creations for your home. Our proceeds go toward scholarships and FFGC
Projects.
You can carpool together and have a fun festive afternoon. I have tickets available
and will bring them to the October meeting, or you can call or email me and I will get
the tickets to you. Don’t forget to invite your friends. The flyer is attached.
Margaret Kirkpatrick
Floral Design Chairperson

INSPIRATION

Cheri Blackmon and Nancy McDonald
Inspiration Co-Chairpersons
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HOLIDAY EVENT AT FFGC HEADQUARTERS

Creative Christmas & Tea Tasting
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PROGRAM - OCTOBER
Growing Herbs in Central Florida
With Kaydie McCormick, University of Florida
Do you enjoy cooking with herbs? Herbs are a way to bring flavor to
our meals and gardens with their different textures, colors, and shapes.
Growing herbs in our Central Florida climate can take a bit of
experimentation as well as proper plant selection. Kaydie McCormick, a
Master Gardener, will be explaining the basics during her presentation
at our next garden club meeting, October 8, at 10:00 am, in the
Sweetwater First Baptist Church, 3800 Wekiva Springs Road, Longwood.
Kaydie McCormick is the Residential Horticulture Agent and Master
Gardener Coordinator for UF/IFAS Extension Seminole County. She has
degrees in Landscape Horticulture Production and Design from Florida
Southern College and a background in both retail and wholesale plant nursery
sales.
Plan to be present to hear Kaydie's suggestions for growing herbs. There is
a bonus planned. Among the handouts will be an herb, free for the taking, and ready to plant
in your garden.

Bernadine Delafield
1st Vice President - Programs

PROGRAMS 2018-2019
The October and November meetings are very important in order to make
plans for events throughout the 2018-2019 garden club year. Remember to
come prepared to sign up for the Christmas luncheon and Sydonie Mansion
tour, December 10. The tour will cover the history of the estate and will give
us an opportunity to enjoy the beautiful holiday decorations. The combined
cost for the Christmas history tour and luncheon is $45.
The second field trip will be February 7 at Leu Gardens. We will be given a
private and personal tour of the Camellias by Robert Bowden, Executive Director for Leu
Gardens and longtime friend of Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club. Robert has kindly waived his
tour fee and reduced the entrance fee so each of us will pay only $8. Because of the Christmas
luncheon, where it will be difficult to sign up for tours, we would appreciate your efforts to
make your decision by the end of November. Checks should be made out to Sweetwater Oaks
Garden Club.

Bernadine Delafield
1st Vice President - Programs
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JUNIOR GARDENERS
Stay tuned—Junior Gardeners will be sharing their activities soon!

Junior Gardener Chairperson - Ann Todd

HOSPITALITY

October Hospitality:
Refreshments: Joyce Anderson, Cynthia Nelson, Arlene Polacheck
Floral Design: Karen Forrest

Bonnie Lachowicz and Carolyn Drummond
3rd Vice President - Hospitality
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HORTICULTURE

Companion
Planting…
Not just for the vegetable
garden?

In this case, Australian
Tree
fern,
variegated
Aztec grass and jatropha
at the edge of a shade
garden.
Australian
Treefern is right at six1/2 foot tall as size
reference.

The idea in the following
picture is to get a tropical
look while accentuating
leaf texture, shape and
color.

Bob Hotaling and Pam Frisbey
Horticulture Co-Chairpersons
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SCHOLARSHIP
The following is a thank you letter from one of our scholarship students:
I want to thank the Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club for supporting me
throughout my time in college. I first began attending the University of
Florida in August 2013 and the garden club has helped me with
scholarships every semester since then. I completed my Bachelor’s
degree in Biological Engineering under the Land & Water Resources
concentration in December 2017. I am currently working on my Master’s
degree in Civil Engineering under the Water Resources concentration. I graduate with that
degree at the end of this semester in December 2018.
My passion is using my knowledge of engineering to help protect our environment,
specifically our water resources. I feel my success in pursuing these degrees is in part due to
the financial support from the garden club. I was able to spend less time working to pay for
tuition and more time getting involved on campus and in internships that focused on important
projects. I have been able to be a part of a shoreline restoration project in Cedar Key, a
wetland restoration project near the Everglades and designing a water purification system to
be used by families in rural Cuba.
I was also sponsored by the garden club to attend the Wekiva Youth Club as a camper. I
continued as a counselor and then head counselor. I still return to camp now as a volunteer
program leader for the 8th grade canoeing program and the 9th grade Leaders in Training
program. I hope to return back to camp and share my love for the environment with campers
for many years.
Thanks again for your support. The scholarships you provided made a huge impact on me
and have allowed me to focus on my studies. I hope to use my knowledge to protect our
water resources and participate in environmentally conscious projects as a professional
engineer.
Sincerely,
Julia Richter

Joyce Anderson
Scholarship Chairperson
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SCHOLARSHIP - SWOGC AWARDEES
Crystal Conner
I am a University of Florida Plant Science graduate with a special interest in Environmental Horticulture. As an undergraduate, I
was honored by selection into the University Scholars Program as well as the College of Agricultural and Life Sciences (CALS)
honors program, elected and served as a CALS Ambassador and as Ambassador for the Undergraduate Research Board, and also
served for two years as an Environmental Horticulture Club member. Since receiving my B.S. in plant science from the University of
Florida I was selected to receive my PhD in Plant Pathology at the University of Florida. I entered under the condition of receiving my
master’s degree first and I started that in the fall of 2017. My research focuses on Ralstonia of blueberries. I would like to thank the
Sweetwater Garden Club in advance for once again considering me for the scholarship and a personal thank you for all of your hard
work that has provided the University with scholarships over the years.
Woodrow “Bobby” Carlisle
I am the oldest of three children. Both my parents are teachers. I am 22 years old and I have been around horticulture my whole
life. I love God, family and to work. Horticulture is my chosen profession and I look forward to being active in Florida’s horticulture
industry for the rest of my life. I was an active FFA member in middle and high school. As a FFA member, I participated in a number
of horticulture-related career development events including: Floriculture, Forestry and Citrus. I was a member of the state-winning
Floriculture and Citrus judging teams. I was also a member of the state champion Opening and Closing Ceremony (public speaking)
team. Horticulture is a family tradition. I am a 4th generation horticulturalist. I can remember being out at my grandfather’s nursery
all the way back to elementary school. I have always been passionate about the horticulture industry, because it has always been a
big part of my life, both in school and at home.
Jamielyn Daugherty
I am a self-funded graduate student that is working full time as a college instructor while pursuing my Ph.D. I love my job and am
working towards a Ph.D. so that I can better help to prepare my students for their goals. Before I began teaching I worked as an
urban forester in NYC and as a utility arborist in Central Florida. I love the environment and I especially love teaching people about it.
I have been deeply passionate about the environment since I was a small child. After gaining work experience I have come to find
that my main role is to help to educate people in best practices so that we, as a society, can work towards more sustainable living.
Within the field of environmental horticulture my focus is the scholarship of teaching and learning. It is vital to educate the public in
ways that actually matter. By studying the scholarship of teaching and learning I am working towards a better understanding of how
to best accomplish this. If we are not educating in a way that will leave a lasting impression, are we really educating at all?
Jeremy Odom
I grew up in central Florida, the youngest of three children, where my parents both work for Lake County Schools. I graduated from
Leesburg High School in 2015 and received my Associates degree from Lake Sumter State College in 2016. My first working
experience was as a summer intern for the horticulture department at Disney World where I developed experience working in the
ornamental horticulture industry. I spend my spare time volunteering in both my community and my local Future Farmers of America
alumni. I plan to graduate from the University of Florida this spring with my degree and teaching certification. I believe that a person
should enjoy their career. Having grown up in a family that has been involved in agriculture for generations, I was exposed to plant
science at an early age. As I grew older I developed a passion for growing ornamental plants. My learning experiences have
prepared me for a role educating others about horticulture. I am currently considering career options as an extension agent or
agriculture educator.
Zunaira Afzal
I am a Fulbright PhD visiting scholar from Pakistan. I got my bachelor’s degree in plant breeding and genetics from University of
Agriculture and master’s degree in biotechnology from National Institute for Biotechnology and Genetic Engineering Pakistan. I am
passionate about exploring the genetic architecture of organisms and use that information to fight against biotic and abiotic hazards
to global food production. As a part of my PhD research, I have explored wild tomatoes and a citrus root stock that are naturally
resistant to Phytophthora parasitica, a noxious widespread plant pathogen, to understand mechanism of plant defense. This
information will be useful for the scientist to make Phytophthora resistant plants. In my future, I want to use my expertise to find
more sources of genetic resistance not only against plant pathogens but also against harsh weather conditions and limited resources
like land and water.

Pictured from left to right: Zunaira Afzal,
Jamielyn Daugherty, Jeremy Odom,
Bobby Carlisle and Crystal Conner.
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ABOUT SWEETWATER OAKS GARDEN CLUB, INC.
Mailing Address:

Member of National Garden Clubs, Inc.

P.O. Box 915233

Deep South Region

Longwood, Florida 32791

Florida Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc.
District VII

Club Flower—Rose
Club Bird—Cardinal

Lake, Orange, Osceola, Seminole & Sumter Counties

We’re on the web!
www.swogc.org

Organized—January 9, 1974
Federated—January 27, 1975
Incorporated—September 14, 1992

If you know of a member who could use an extra kind thought,
please contact me. I prefer receiving the information by
email, but please call if you don't have email access.
Marge Lynch

The purpose of Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club is the education of its
members and the community in their relationship to horticulture,
conservation and environmental needs, as well as the art of floral design.
Deadline for November Newsletter is October 21.

Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc. Meeting Schedule
BOARD MEETINGS
First Monday of the Month September-May at 10:00 AM
810 Fox Valley Drive, Longwood, Florida
GENERAL MEETINGS
Second Monday of the Month, September-May at 9:30 AM
First Baptist Sweetwater Church
3800 Wekiva Springs Road. Longwood. Florida
HORTICULTURE GROUP MEETINGS
Fourth Monday of October, February and April at 9:30 AM
See the Calendar of Events for Location
JUNIOR GARDENERS
Second Tuesday of the Month at 9:00 AM
FLORAL DESIGN
Every Thursday at Hospice of the Comforter 12:30-3:00 PM
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SEPTEMBER MEETING PHOTOS - Courtesy of Audrey Karwandy

And Gay Momberger (More Photos on Shutterfly)
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