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A Word From Our President
I hope your holidays were filled with family, health and happiness.
Our Christmas Luncheon was a huge success.
Gretchen and
George’s home was beautifully decorated.
Arthur’s catered the
luncheon and the food was scrumptious! Bernie provided the lovely
centerpieces and an ornament for each member to take home.
These ladies really know how to throw a party. Thank you so much!
Before our January General meeting we will get our club picture taken. Be sure to
wear your club polo shirt!

Now we get to focus on our next party, Game Day! This is a good money maker for
our scholarships and camp sponsorships. Please read Min’s report and plan to
participate. If you don’t want to sit and play games come help us in the kitchen. We
have a good time.
April is the FFGC State Convention. All Florida Garden Clubs sell 50-50 tickets for
this event and the pot is HUGE. We have been allowed 20 tickets, the cost is $2 each.
So if you feel lucky I will have them for sale at the January and February meeting. I
will be happy to mail all the stubs and money in for you as I did last year.
Looking forward to seeing you in January!

Claire Griffis, President
Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc.
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PROGRAMS FOR 2020
2020 brings new opportunities — 2019 has become history as we embrace a new
year. Reviewing the past reminds us of the wonderful times we have had as a group
of Sweetwater gardeners. We are fortunate because our club is active, supportive,
educational, and along with our hard work, is just great fun!
Looking ahead into 2020, the second half of this gardening year, there are
incredible opportunities just waiting to unfold. The degree to which we enjoy the
activities will be directly related to how involved we plan to be. So my New Year’s
wish for you is good times and good health in the New Year so that every
opportunity will be exciting and enriching.
January: Gene Perry of the University of Florida’s Horticulture Department will be presenting a topic
that we do not hear discussed much—growing daylilies in Florida! Who would have thought? Apparently,
it is possible, so come to our regular meeting on January 13 and take notes. Daylilies 101 for Central
Florida.
February: I am hearing quite a bit of excitement brewing over our February field trip to the Emeril
Lagasse Foundation Kitchen House and Culinary Garden. The Seed to Table experience is a popular
concept in many areas and it is being developed for educational purposes in Winter Park. We will meet
there at 10:00 am. February 10, for a tour of the garden and the kitchen house where we may sample
something made from plants in the garden. Take a few minutes to Google the kitchen and culinary
garden to learn some of its history before we take the trip.
Location: 26 E King Street, Orlando. Plan to carpool since parking is limited to a small parking lot
across the street from the kitchen house. As an extension of this meaningful experience, we will drive a
short distance to Ethos, 601-B S New York Avenue, for lunch. Ethos is a vegan restaurant so everything
is plant based. I have yet to taste anything there that I didn’t like! It is always a pleasant dining
experience. We will order from the menu and pay individually for lunch. Doesn’t this sound like a great
day? Space is limited to 30 which is usually sufficient for field trips, but if you want to go it is “first
come, first served.” That means that your $8.00 is in the envelope with your name on the list. The last
opportunity to register will be the January meeting so come prepared to participate.
March: Garden Fair month!! Everyone will be recuperating from an exhausting experience so we will
relax and play a little at our March meeting. Plan to purchase a small plant from a fair vendor to be
planted in a pot that we will design and paint. Let your creative juices flow! A colorful pot with a new
plant can be a great way to welcome spring. Each participant should bring a clay pot. We will meet at
Rae Martin’s home where she has a huge screened in patio that will be a perfect place for crafting. Wear
paint clothes and/or aprons. Registration will begin at the January meeting.
Location and date: 108 E Sweetwater Creek Drive, Longwood. March 9.
Supplies: Pot size and cost for supplies TBD.
April: Spring is in the air! Birds will be looking for a place to nest. Is your yard inviting them? Jason
Peliwo, owner of Wild Birds Unlimited, will help us prepare for the arrival of these beautiful little
chirpers. Gardening to Attract Birds to Your Backyard. April 13.

May: Spring luncheon and final meeting of the garden club year is May 11. It is a time to celebrate
our accomplishments.

Bernie Delafield
1st Vice President - Programs
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JUNIOR GARDENERS
The December Jr. Gardeners program was presented by Pam Frisbey on birds.
The first question was, “Who knows the Florida state bird?” Most of the students
knew the answer to that. She talked about the cardinal, blue jay, owl and many
other birds seen in our backyard. Louise Gould
brought her display board that shows birds and
describes their habits including the food, nesting and
the many sounds they make. She also has a book
that records the sounds that the students
recognized. The students were given a paper with
the picture of a bird. They had to identify the bird
and write about the habits of these birds. Lynn
Griffis, Pam and Louise had to help the
students with this. We are sending this
to FFGC to be judged for an award.
The students were given a fun page
word puzzle. The student that finished
the puzzle with the most correct answers got a prize. Louise brought
copies of a Christmas scene that the students colored as they pleased
and took them home.
This was a fun program for the students and leaders. Volunteers for
December: Pam Frisbey, Louise Gould and Lynn Griffis. We meet the
second Tuesday each month at 9:30-10:30 AM at Starchild Academy,
Wekiva. Next month will be a terrarium program. Come join us.

Ann Todd
Junior Gardeners Chairperson

POLO SHIRTS
A Memo from the Polo Boutique —
Our annual club picture will be taken at 9:00 AM before our January
General Meeting and our members are asked to wear their club polo
shirts.
We have sizes Small and Medium, No Large and XL for $26. Also 2XL
thru 4XL for $28.

Aprons are available too for $12.
If you need a polo shirt contact Claire Griffis.

Claire Griffis
Polo Boutique
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GARDEN FAIR
GARDEN FAIR
JANUARY 2020
ATTENTION …. ATTENTION! HAPPY DAYS!
SWEETWATER OAKS 15TH ANNUAL GARDEN FAIR
IS LESS THAN 2 MONTHS AWAY!
We need everyone’s help in getting sponsors! Sponsors are critical to the
success of this fair! All of the profit we make are from sponsors. Please talk to businesses
and potential vendors you visit and tell them about our fabulous fair. Offer them the
opportunity to become a sponsor with a free ad in a special 8-page section of the Orlando
Sentinel. You do not have to be a salesperson, just a customer. It never hurts to try and all
they can say is NO, but you made the effort and we thank you for doing this.
There is also a way that you as a Sweetwater Oaks member and your friends can become
sponsors as a Special Friend”, by donating to our “Friends” level of support. Your name will
be listed in a “Special Fiends Section” in the Orlando Sentinel with donations of $100 or
more. Several members have already donated at the $100 level and we greatly appreciate
their support. Of course, we will gratefully accept donations of any amount. Our Garden
Club “Friends” contribution is what helped push us over the top last year. Please fill out the
Friends Sponsor Form, attached to this newsletter and return it with your tax-deductible
donation ASAP. Do not miss this opportunity to support our student scholarships.
You will be hearing from many of our chairmen at the January meeting with different ways
that you can volunteer to help our 15th Annual Garden Fair.

Don’t forget to wear your Garden Club Shirt to the January meeting for our Annual Club
photo to be placed in our Garden Fair Orlando Sentinel Special Section. KON’S Photo Studio
will be there to take the photo at 9:00 am. Dan and Nancy have been so wonderful in taking
our club photo for years free of charge.
A copy of the Sponsor form is attached to this newsletter as well as the special “Friends”
Sponsor form. “SUPPORT YOUR GARDEN FAIR”

Margaret Kirkpatrick
Chairperson - Garden Fair
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GAME DAY
SWEETWATER OAKS GARDEN CLUB GAME DAY
SAVE THE DATE: January 16, 2020
10:00 AM TO 2:00 PM

HEY! Soil Sisters and Mulch Brothers, our second biggest Fundraiser is scheduled for
January 16th from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM, or later. Bring your friends and neighbors
and enjoy a day of Fun and entertainment just for YOU.

Once again, we were able to procure the lovely First Baptist Sweetwater Fellowship
Hall that is just across the street from the church where we have our monthly general
meetings.
SILENT AUCTION
In order to enhance our enjoyment, we are asking you to donate nice objects of good
quality to our Silent Auction table. Items do not have to be new but should be in
great condition. Household items, décor and jewelry are all acceptable. We will need
to have all donated items by January 6th. We can pick them up at your home at any
time. Call Min or email me. Please scan your cubbies for usable items as we only have
a couple at this time.


 CARD TABLE DELIVERY
On January 15th, the day before game day, we will be requesting the use and delivery
of your card tables so that we may set up the venue. We will be communicating the
time a little closer to the event.
 MORNING BREAKFAST ITEMS
We always surprise our guests with home made goodies and coffee in the morning.
Last year we got so many compliments. I will send around a list for sign up. This
would be a good time to make your favorite yummy, or to try a new recipe.

We all deserve a great day because we are fantastic, special, giving people. Thank
YOU for your support and inspiration!

Min Schwenderman
Game Day Chairperson
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Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club Game Day
and Fundraiser is fast approaching!
The RESERVATIONS and ”$”
DEADLINE is NO later than

MONDAY, JANUARY 6th
EVENT DATE:
THURSDAY, JANUARY 16, 2020
10:00 AM–2:00 PM
First Baptist Sweetwater Fellowship Hall South Campus
3801 Wekiva Springs Road, Longwood
Across from First Baptist Sweetwater Church
COST: $27.00 PP
Make checks payable to
Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club.
Create your table of 4 or more to play
your game of choice!
Select a “Table Captain”

(Memo her name on your check).
Breakfast Items, Lunch, Raffle Items, Money
Tree, Silent Auction!
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HORTICULTURE - BOB’S CORNER
“To bring disease-resistant Beacon Impatiens back to gardens everywhere,
it took a dedicated team and collaboration of plant breeders and
researchers at PanAmerican Seed. Through their hard work, the next
generation of Impatiens walleriana is ready to take the stage.”
In the Orlando area, Home Depot
is carrying a new cultivar of
impatiens with resistance to powdery
mildew.
Look for Beacon on the
tags.

One thing to note is that new cultivar is undoubtedly a
hybrid and you will not get true Reproduction from
saving seeds. You can get good results by taking
cuttings… BUT.... Also undoubtedly this plant is under
patent and it is not legal to propagate by cuttings. Look
out for the cuttings police. Cost is $1.38 each.

Bob Hotaling
Horticulture Chairperson
And Master Gardener

TIPS ON COLEUS
A reminder to overwinter your Coleus Plants—
there is still time to save some of your favorite
Coleus plants by overwintering before the first
frost. They are tender annuals, but with a little
planning you can quite easily save your favorite
variety of Coleus through the winter. Before the
first frost dig up any nice plants, and pot them. By
this time many are long and old looking. I take
cuttings from those and root them in water
preferably distilled water (that’s my favorite hint). I
try to have one of each variety in small pots ready to overwinter inside.
I had to leave many varieties at the house when we moved so I am hoping some members may
still have some varieties that I gave away at the horticulture meetings.

Marjorie Abbas
Master Gardener
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Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 915233
Longwood, Florida 32791

Club Flower—Rose
Club Bird—Cardinal

We’re on the web!

www.swogc.org

Member of National Garden Clubs, Inc.
Deep South Region
Florida Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc.
District VII
Lake, Orange, Osceola, Seminole & Sumter Counties
Organized—January 9, 1974
Federated—January 27, 1975
Incorporated—September 14, 1992

If you know of a member who could use an extra kind thought,
please contact me. I would prefer receiving the information by
email, but please call me if you don't have email access.
Arlene Polacheck

arlenepolacheck@gmail.com

407-834-8951

The purpose of Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club is the education of its
members and the community in their relationship to horticulture,
conservation and environmental needs, as well as the art of floral design.

Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc. Meeting Schedule
BOARD MEETINGS
First Monday of the Month September-May at 10:00 AM
810 Fox Valley Drive, Longwood, Florida
GENERAL MEETINGS
Second Monday of the Month, September-May at 9:30 AM
First Baptist Sweetwater Church
3800 Wekiva Springs Road. Longwood. Florida
HORTICULTURE GROUP MEETINGS
Throughout the Year - See Calendar of Events for Dates, Times & Location
JUNIOR GARDENERS
Second Tuesday of the Month at 9:00 AM
FLORAL DESIGN
Every Thursday at Hospice of the Comforter 12:30-3:00 PM
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DECEMBER HOLIDAY LUNCHEON PHOTOS

Courtesy of Gay Momberger (for More Photos Go To Shutterfly)
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