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A Word From Our President
Holy Moly, how life has changed in the span of one month! Well
the good Lord never promised us a smooth, straight path, did He?
Our Garden Fair is done and done well. Margaret’s team did an
excellent job. UF scholarship students came and helped us with set
up and take down. They were awesome. Lake Brantley High School
students were everywhere doing whatever they were asked to do.
Good Job!
All April SWOGC activities have been cancelled, including our State Convention. Gay
posted a letter from our FFGC President Al Latino stating that this years convention is
canceled. Next years convention will be in Daytona. Hopefully we will hear about the
awards soon.
I will let you know about May’s events by mid-April, but the way this virus is
spreading I don't think we should be gathering in a large group. We need to stay
safely at home and work in our gardens. Publix has designated Tuesday and
Wednesday at 7-8:00 AM for Senior shopping time. We can walk into a clean store
that has been freshly stocked and miss the crowds.
Our board members, especially Membership are still hard at work. You will be
getting a notice to pay your membership dues soon. Please don't procrastinate. We
need to have all members paid up by May.
Stay well and enjoy your gardens.

Claire Griffis, President
Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc.
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PROGRAM CHANGES
Program Cancellations
Recalculating Due to Coronavirus
It has happened before. With GPS or iPhone maps plugged in, we begin
driving to our destination only to discover somewhere along the way that
there is an accident or road construction that is not allowing us to take the
normal route. The maps program signals us that it is recalculating to show us
the best alternative route. We are not always happy to learn of the change, and sometimes
the delay, but we really have no other option so we adjust our plan and journey on.
So it has been as the Coronavirus has struck our nation, then our state, and finally even
here in our community. For our safety, our garden club board has had to readjust our thinking
and change our long-range plans in light of the pandemic. We are disappointed that our April
meeting needs to be cancelled and therefore we will miss a presentation by Wild Birds
Unlimited on attracting birds to our backyards. We are even more worried that our final
meeting, the May luncheon, might need to be cancelled also. But since these are uncertain
times, we need to comply and move forward as suggested. The safety of our members is the
most important thing to consider.
On a positive note, I plan to reschedule our April speaker for next season. It may be that
social restrictions may lighten up a bit before May 11th so watch for updated messages. At
this time, we are not booking a caterer nor are we registering for the luncheon. Plans are to
hold the luncheon in the club house in The Springs. It is a beautiful venue looking out on the
natural springs. Once we know how to plan, it will be important for all to respond ASAP!

We all are hoping this is not the end of our garden club year, but if it is, I wish you good
health and safety for you and your loved ones. Think of it this way, staying at home gives us
plenty of time to do some of the things we are usually too busy to accomplish. Look on the
bright side! Time to reorganize cupboards, clean closets, spend more time gardening, reading
etc., etc. Not all bad, right?

Bernadine Delafield
1st Vice President - Programs
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JUNIOR GARDENERS
The theme of our March lesson was Insects, taught by Louise Gould. She
didn’t have any live bugs but she had all sorts of pictures and framed pinned
dead bugs.
The 2nd graders loved passing the colored pictures of insects around as
Louise talked about exoskeletons, proboscis, numbers of legs, simple eyes and
compound eyes.
The children were very involved with her lecture and were able to answer Louise’s questions at
the end of the lesson. Louise was assisted by Pam Frisbey and Lynn Griffis.
At this time there will be no April visit to Starchild Academy because of the coronavirus.

Submitted by Claire Griffis for Ann Todd
Chairperson - Junior Gardeners

WAYS AND MEANS
The Plant Sale was scheduled for April 24, 25 but with the virus outbreak I
feel it should be moved into May. The date to be decided depending on the
health of our nation.
Please continue your efforts in growing new plants as
gardening is a great stress reliever. Nothing better then fresh
air and nature. Wishing everyone the best in these trying times.

Shirley Hungerford
Chairperson - Ways and Means
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GARDEN FAIR

WE DID IT! Our 15TH Annual Garden Fair was a great success thanks to all
of our members pulling together and making it happen! The weather was on
the cool side and on Saturday a little windy, but Sunday was a beautiful day.
We had a wonderful assortment of vendors, non-profits and children’s
activities. Each year we continue to grow and increase in attendance and
popularity with our community.
A HUGE thank you to all of the 20 committee chairmen for their organizational skills, hard
work and dedication to making the event successful. Their work happens behind the scenes
and most of the time goes unnoticed. Thank you to all of the volunteer club members and
their spouses, who supported our efforts in countless ways. Just know you are all appreciated
and we cannot do it without you. We had so many energizer bunnies who were everywhere
making sure everything ran smoothly. Many kudos to our bunny leader, President Claire Lynn
Griffis (she was everywhere) and all the other bunny leader chairmen who made sure
everything ran smoothly.
We do not have a final figure on what we made but so far, we have cleared over $12,000.
Our income is over $17,000 and our expense just under $5,000. A detailed final report will be
coming out shortly.
Stay safe, strong and positive during this stressful time and with faith and prayers we will
all be back to resuming our normal lives soon.

Margaret Kirkpatrick
Chairperson - Garden Fair

MEMBERSHIP
It is that time of year again, when we begin collecting our
dues. Our annual dues are to be paid between March 15th
and May 31st, since we have to pay the Florida Federation
of Garden Clubs by June 1st for our 2020-2021 Club Year.
In addition, this year we would appreciate it
if you would complete the membership form
and return along with your check. The form
will either be sent to you in the email with
this newsletter, or mailed to you with this newsletter if you do not have email.
We want to be sure all of the information is correct and also to know your interests so that
we can take that into account when planning our activities. Please mail the membership form
and your annual dues to: Cynthia Nelson. If you have any questions, please call me.

Cyndi Nelson and Marjorie Abbas
2nd Vice President - Membership
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HORTICULTURE - BOB’S CORNER
Well, if you ever wanted to take some time to garden, being sequestered
at home certainly has at least one advantage! The problem is that this is
one of the most difficult times to ensure success of your outside garden.
Problems we face are rooted in the weather … hot days that dry out soils
and containers, no rain, inadequate irrigation, sunburned leaves and
temperatures slowly climbing into a range that can
slow flowering and in-turn, fruit production. And of
course regulated water usage to one day a week
contributes to frustrations as it can mean hauling water or dragging a hose
at least once a day to keep our plants/containers moist.
The good news is that gardens are allowed to be hand-watered as long
as there is a person holding the hose and there is a shutoff mechanism on
the nozzle.
Sooooo… make the most of your time in captivity
and enjoy the out-of-doors in your own “yarden!”
Pictures were taken Sunday, March 21st and I’m
getting tired of “dragging” that hose but the fruit/
produce is delicious!

Bob Hotaling
Master Gardener
Chairperson - Horticulture

ARBOR DAY
PLEASE NOTE:
Arbor Day has been cancelled for this year and will be
held next year.

Min Schwenderman and Rae Martin
Co-Chairpersons - Arbor Day
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Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 915233
Longwood, Florida 32791
Club Flower—Rose
Club Bird—Cardinal

We’re on the web!
www.swogc.org

Member of National Garden Clubs, Inc.
Deep South Region
Florida Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc.
District VII
Lake, Orange, Osceola, Seminole & Sumter Counties
Organized—January 9, 1974
Federated—January 27, 1975
Incorporated—September 14, 1992

If you know of a member who could use an extra kind thought,
please contact me. I would prefer receiving the information by
email, but please call me if you don't have email access.
Arlene Polacheck

The purpose of Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club is the education of its
members and the community in their relationship to horticulture,
conservation and environmental needs, as well as the art of floral design.

Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc. Meeting Schedule
BOARD MEETINGS
First Monday of the Month September-May at 10:00 AM
810 Fox Valley Drive, Longwood, Florida
GENERAL MEETINGS
Second Monday of the Month, September-May at 9:30 AM
First Baptist Sweetwater Church
800 Wekiva Springs Road. Longwood. Florida
HORTICULTURE GROUP MEETINGS
Throughout the Year - See Calendar of Events for Dates,
Times & Location
JUNIOR GARDENERS
Second Tuesday of the Month at 9:00 AM
FLORAL DESIGN
Every Thursday at Hospice of the Comforter 12:30-3:00 PM
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MARCH GENERAL MEETING & PAINT A POT PARTY PHOTOS

(Courtesy of Gay Momberger—See Shutterfly for More)
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MARCH GARDEN FAIR PHOTOS

(Courtesy of Gay Momberger—See Shutterfly for More)
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MARCH GARDEN FAIR PHOTOS

(Courtesy of Gay Momberger—See Shutterfly for More)

11

