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COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS
Arbor Day:

Lynn Griffis, Rae Martin,
Min Schwenderman

Awards:

Margaret Kirkpatrick

Card Party:

Min Schwenderman
Lynn Griffis (Food)

Communications:
E-Mail
Gay Momberger

Newsletter

Hospice:
Floral Arrangements
Gardeners

Patty Scott
Pam Frisbey

Inspiration:

Cheryl Richards

Property/Storage:

Min Schwenderman
Lynn Griffis

Publicity (Club Only):

Open

Publicity (Garden Fair): Linda Merdon

Gwen Allen

Scholarship:
Wekiva Youth Camp
Scholarships
Joyce Anderson

Photographers
Gay Momberger
Louise Gould
Telephone
Ann Chisholm
Doris Lenz

Ways and Means:

Shirley Hungerford
Lynn Griffis

Welcome Greeters:

Nancy Kelly
Laurie Kennedy
Noreen Lessard

Web, Yearbook
Gail Arena
Floral Design:

Margaret Kirkpatrick

Garden Fair:

Margaret Kirkpatrick

Horticulture:

Bob Hotaling
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Youth Activities:
Junior Gardeners:

Ann Todd

Wekiva Wheels:

Ann Todd

Sun

Mon

Tue
1

Wed
2

Thu
3 - BD Bonnie

Lachowicz &
Carmen Levine &
Barbara Machnick

Fri

Sat

4

5

Hospice
6

8 - BD
Linda Richcreek

7

9

10
BD Anastasia
Durden

11

12

16
BD Marcia
Miller

17
BD Gwen Allen

18

19
BD Nancy
McDonald

25

26

Junior
Gardeners

13
BD Sharon
Lane-Crouch

14

NO SEPTEMBER
GENERAL
MEETING

15
BD Noreen
Lessard

BD Margaret
Kirkpatrick &
Ann Todd

Hospice

20

21

22

23

27

28

29
BD Pam Smith

30

24
BD Gretchen
Smith
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A Word From Our President
Most likely, none of us even expected to live through a global
pandemic. The good news is, that as gardeners and lovers of plants,
we are used to being confined in our gardens and other plant places,
most often alone, with our thoughts and ideas. We do much of our
work outside In the fresh air anyway, so many of us can continue to
“play in the dirt.”
During this time, we have all been concerned, afraid to some
extent, and unable to plan much of a future because we simply do not
know what lies ahead. But, I encourage you to make this a year of learning. If you
have extra time at home, study, read, watch YouTube, check out the UF website, or
email our horticulture chair, Bob Hotaling, on any specific gardening questions, as he
is a wealth of practical knowledge regarding planting in our climate.
We may look at the past few months as a curse, but the blessing has been the time
we’ve been given; time we may never get again.

In the meantime, I would like to encourage everyone to embrace the rare gift of
personal interaction wherever and however it can be done safely and responsibly.
Telephone a garden club member and just say hello, send a nice card with a friendly
greeting, perhaps a birthday card.
Your Garden Club executive board and committee chairs are hoping to provide online
talks by expert speakers through the Zoom technology and perhaps access a Virtual
program on an interesting topic.
We will also use our Newsletter to keep you informed of when we can anticipate a
meeting or an event, safely, in the future.

Looking back on last year’s programs such as: Welcome Back Coffee, Plant Sale,
Card Party, Garden Fair, Holiday Luncheon, field trips, floral design classes, painting a
pot class, monthly meetings…. oh, what fun that was and I really miss them, greatly.
You never know what you have till you lose it… BUT, we will prevail and be ready to
enjoy each other again.
We are all in this together and together we will get through it. Keep yourself safe,
my friends.
You are ALL in my heart,

Min Schwenderman, President
Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc.
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PROGRAMS
Dear Gardening Friends:
Our dilemma as to how to handle club meetings during COVID-19 calls for
the implementation of creative measures in order for our members to connect
with the club and each other. Beginning October 12, our regular meeting will
be held via Zoom. A link with instructions will be sent to you so you can easily
connect. Our speaker will be Kaydie McCormick from the University of Florida
extension office. She has been a popular speaker for us and this time she will be presenting
the topic, Grasses for the Florida Garden. Grasses are trending now and they add color to our
fall gardens. Zoom in to hear her presentation. The technology is there, so we hope you will
make the effort to use it so we can meet, even if it is in an unusual way.
Before the October meeting via Zoom, I will continue to send you a weekly link to a gardening
adventure. You should already have received one of them with the second in this newsletter. I
hope you find these links exciting and informative as they help us chase away those Monday
blues! I would be interested to know if you are enjoying these attempts to keep us connected
and to feed our passion for gardening. You may contact me at bcdelafield@gmail.com.
Link to a Garden Adventure #2!

Chase away those Monday blues…

Travel with me this week by linking to a
spectacular walking tour through Butchart Gardens
in Victoria, Canada. I chose it because it was to be
part of our summer rail vacation beginning in Banff
and Lake Louise and then crossing Canada ending
in Vancouver. Closed borders between the U.S.
and Canada prevented us from making the trip so I
am living the dream, along with you, through this
beautiful video guided tour of the gardens.
Butchart Gardens is known for its fabulous displays
of flowers, so enjoy a breathtaking stroll through
flora and fauna. Who can grow flowers better than
the Canadians! Please click on this link to join the
tour or copy this into your internet browser. The
link for the tour of Butchart Gardens:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5bH2HtztoSI

Photo Courtesy of Butchart Gardens website.

Bernadine Delafield
1st Vice President - Programming
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MEMBERSHIP
For this SWOGC year June 2020-21 we are happy to welcome 85
members. This number includes eight new members and four members
who joined last year, but only attended one or two meetings because of
Covid 19. They are included in our total of 12 members listed below.
When we sent out the registration forms, we requested an informational
sign up sheet be returned which indicated the members interests.
Thank you to those who dutifully returned them. Some interests are
included below.
We plan to have a Zoom meeting to meet and greet
these new members soon. Please welcome:
Arthur Allison
Debbie Allison
Carolyn Bourland: Arbor Day; Floral Design; Game Day; Garden Fair
Catherine Delany:
Lynda deVictoria :
Hilda Diharce : Horticulture; Ways and Means
Barbara Machnick
Pattie Matthews: Arbor Day; Floral Design; Horticulture
Janet McIntyre: Floral Design; Horticulture
Gene Perry:
Cecilia Strain:
Cecilia Velazquez: Horticulture; Ways and Means; Garden Fair

Cyndi Nelson and Marjorie Abbas
2nd Vice President - Membership

GARDEN PLANTS
We all like to have color in our gardens
at this time of the year and I find it a real
challenge to find plants that tolerate the
heavy rains and hot dry days.
In the
past I have mentioned various plants that
work for me, such as Coleus, Shrimp
Plants, Buttercup Bush, etc. The two that
I have been so thrilled with this year as I
learn about what works in my new garden are the Dune Sunflower and Yellow Elder.
Dune or Beach Sunflower (Helianthus debilis), shown
above
is
a
butterfly-attracting
spreading
perennial plant. It is drought tolerant, likes full sun and
blooms continuously. What could be better? It's also a
Florida Native! I planted a small plant in March and I have
trimmed it back twice; it is a great plant to use as a
ground cover or to fill a large space.
Yellow Elder (tecoma stans) attracts butterflies and
hummingbirds. A shrub that also grows quickly to reward you with yellow trumpet flowers. I brought a cutting from
my old garden in August 2019. and it is now four feet high and has bloomed profusely. It apparently can grow to
12 or more feet, but I will keep it trimmed to about six feet. It grows in full sun to part shade. Since it grows
quickly, the limbs are weak so it needs to be protected from strong winds. Maybe you will find cuttings at the next
plant sale.

Marjorie Abbas
Master Gardener
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HORTICULTURE

Fellow gardeners,
I'm sure you are all familiar with the
wonderful
plant
known
as
"Cats Whiskers" that is as easy to propagate,
then grow.
Shown in this article are three pictures showing one of my
plants through recovery. It only took some water and fertilizer!

Bob Hotaling
Chairperson - Horticulture
And Master Gardener
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Mailing Address:

Member of National Garden Clubs, Inc.

P.O. Box 915233

Deep South Region

Club Flower—Rose
Club Bird—Cardinal

We’re on the web!
www.swogc.org

Florida Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc.
District VII
Lake, Orange, Osceola, Seminole & Sumter Counties
Organized—January 9, 1974
Federated—January 27, 1975
Incorporated—September 14, 1992

If you know of a member who could use an extra kind thought,
please contact me. I would prefer receiving the information by
email, but please call me if you don't have email access.
Arlene Polacheck

The purpose of Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club is the education of its
members and the community in their relationship to horticulture,
conservation and environmental needs, as well as the art of floral design.

Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc. Meeting Schedule
BOARD MEETINGS
First Monday of the Month September-May at 10:00 AM
810 Fox Valley Drive, Longwood, Florida or Zoom
GENERAL MEETINGS
Second Monday of the Month, October 2020-May 2021
9:30 AM
First Baptist Sweetwater Church
3800 Wekiva Springs Road. Longwood. Florida
HORTICULTURE GROUP MEETINGS
Throughout the Year - See the Calendar of Events for Dates, Times and Locations
JUNIOR GARDENERS
Second Tuesday of the Month at 9:00 AM
FLORAL DESIGN
Every Thursday at Hospice of the Comforter 12:30-3:00 PM
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