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A Word From Our President
This may turn out to be the happiest New Year we have ever lived
through. We are all a little tired of hearing about the pandemic and
insecure about what happens next.
I am optimistic!

Garden wise, this extended time for experimentation, developing fresh
ideas, and creating opportunity for learning can be rewarded to us every
day in this winter Florida climate. Throw some kale or lettuce seeds in a
pot and enjoy a small harvest in a few weeks. Nothing lifts the spirits more
than harvesting.
We have been concerned about survival because in-house events can be hazardous.
Cancelling our holiday outing, the Garden Fair, and our monthly Club meetings, has left me
bewildered and sad.
However there are wonderful opportunities awaiting us in the “Virtual” realm. Members who
have learned the procedure to use “ZOOM” presentations have participated and benefited.
Finding new ways to participate in our Club, through electronics, may seem confusing and
mysterious. We are asking for a chance to reach out to all our members who need help in
figuring out how to make the hook-up for future presentations that will give all of us a new
insight into the cyber world. We may be sending out a survey asking you what equipment you
use to communicate such as, smart phone, laptop, or PC. Look for more info on this soon. We
may also give you a phone call.
I am proud of our members for their resilience and ability to pivot to try something new.
Let’s all get on the same page, or screen, together.
Happy New Year! And bless you all.

Min Schwenderman, President
Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc.
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PROGRAMS
Happy New Year to each of you!
We didn’t get to live out the plans for a December outdoor luncheon.
From your response it appeared that many of you are afraid to leave your
homes for social gatherings because of the Coronavirus. And, since
numbers were going up rather than down, the board voted to be super
safe and cancel the event.

Instead we discussed having a drive through for those
who registered so they could pick up their Christmas
Cactus and goodies and get the yearbook which had just been finished. The
officers had a chance on December 14 to exchange greetings with you at
the drive through. Our granddaughter, Juliet Bromme, home from college,
graciously played her viola while members drove by. It was also our
opportunity to return your check for the luncheon; but, because of your
generosity, most of you preferred to give your $17 to the scholarship fund.
Your gifts resulted in $459 for the support of students studying horticulture
at the University of Florida. Bravo!
Not to leave anybody out, if those who felt they could not participate in
our Christmas plans want to also give a Christmas gift to the scholarship
fund, I am quite sure that our treasurer, Carole Baird, would be happy to receive your check.
So what is happening with the January tour of EFG Orchid Growers? It is also canceled as we
expect that nothing will really change by then. I did invite the owner to do a ZOOM meeting
with us but he declined. He is not comfortable with computers and doesn’t have one at the
business. He encouraged me to reschedule sometime in the future.
So, for plan B, I will send a link just before our regular January meeting so you can enjoy
some YouTube viewing from your home as we did in September. Watch for the email. We may
be back to ZOOM meetings in February. Continue to stay safe and well.

Bernie Delafield
1st Vice President, Programs
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Dear Members and Friends of Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club,
With a heavy heart, the Garden Fair Committee and the Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club
Board are sad to announce that our 2021 Annual Garden Fair has been canceled due to the
risks of the COVID-19 pandemic. Since the inception of the SWOGC Garden Fair in 2005,
more than $130,000 in scholarships have been awarded to the University of Florida
horticulture students and local student campers at Wekiva Youth Camp. Your monetary
support is greatly needed this year so our club will be able to continue to help support
these local student scholarships. We appreciate any amount that you can give. Sweetwater
Oaks Garden Club, Inc. is a designated 501(c)(3) corporation, and your donation may be
tax deductible.
We have set a goal of $10,000.00. The money will go directly to our scholarship students.
If you have questions, please contact Margaret Kirkpatrick.
Make your check payable to Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, and mail this form and check
to: Margaret Kirkpatrick (refer to Club Yearbook for address and contact info).

Or you may make your donation using PayPal online from our website,
http://www.swogc.org/donors
Name:________________________________________________________________________________
Address:_____________________________________________________________________________
Telephone:_____________________________
Email:_________________________________________________________________

Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc. is a designated 501(c)(3)) corporation, reg#CH33492. A copy of the official registration and financial
information may be obtained from the Division of Consumer Services by calling toll free (800)435-7382 within the State. Registration
does not imply endorsement, approval or recommendation by the State.
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TOYS FOR TOTS
Thank you so much to the wonderful SWOG ladies who donated to the Toys
For Tots Drive.
It brought Gwen and I such great joy to deliver the toys to Watson Real
Estate! The manager, Andrew was so appreciative!.
He stated that there is a lack of toys this year for all the needy children this
Christmas! Instead of six toys per child they will only be able to distribute two
toys to each child.
You have helped to bring happiness to many of the less fortunate this Christmas! Photos of the Toys
for Tots event are on the last page of this newsletter.
Peace and Love,

Sharon Lane Crouch
Chairperson, Toys for Tots

IN MY GARDEN
A Happy New Year of Gardening! As I write this article, we have already
experienced two sessions of unusually cold nights for December, and some tender
plants may have been affected. I hope everyone managed to get cuttings of their
favorite
Coleus
plants.
If any
survived there is
still time to overwinter indoors. If
y ou
ha v e
a
passion for Coleus
as I do, you can
have fresh plants all year round. No need to buy plants, it’s much more fun to grow your own. Place
your cuttings in a small amount of distilled water and plant in potting mix as soon as you see small
roots emerging, usually in a week or so. I keep mine in pots on trays, it is easy to put them outside
on sunny days and bring them in for cold nights.
Coleus provides wonderful year round color in the garden or as a patio plant. I have a constant
supply of small pots to offer to anyone who admires my garden and stops by at VOTG.
Some plants that I wrote about in the summer are still blooming and looking
beautiful when the sun shines such as Dune Sunflower, Black and Blue Salvia, Pentas,
Begonias, Buttercup Bush, and Lark Daisy. There are many more but I mention these
because they are so easy to propagate and you don’t have to buy them, just propagate
your own.
My really special surprise this month was to see my Queens Tears plant produce
blooms. Queen’s Tears (Bilbergia nutans) is a bromeliad that I acquired at a plant
exchange. What a beauty it is!

Marjorie Abbas
Master Gardener
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Mailing Address:

Member of National Garden Clubs, Inc.

P.O. Box 915233

Deep South Region

Club Flower—Rose
Club Bird—Cardinal

We’re on the web!
www.swogc.org

Florida Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc.
District VII
Lake, Orange, Osceola, Seminole & Sumter Counties
Organized—January 9, 1974
Federated—January 27, 1975
Incorporated—September 14, 1992

If you know of a member who could use an extra kind thought,
please contact me. I would prefer receiving the information by
email, but please call me if you don't have email access.
Arlene Polacheck

The purpose of Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club is the education of its
members and the community in their relationship to horticulture,
conservation and environmental needs, as well as the art of floral design.

Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc. Meeting Schedule
BOARD MEETINGS
First Monday of the Month September-May at 10:00 AM
810 Fox Valley Drive, Longwood, Florida, ZOOM or Other Location TBA
GENERAL MEETINGS
Second Monday of the Month, September-May at 9:30 AM
Via ZOOM or, at a Later Date TBA, at First Baptist Sweetwater Church
3800 Wekiva Springs Road, Longwood. Florida

HORTICULTURE GROUP MEETINGS
Throughout the Year - See Calendar of Events for Dates, Times & Location.
JUNIOR GARDENERS
Due to the Coronavirus Pandemic, Junior Gardeners will not be meeting this club year.
FLORAL DESIGN
Every Thursday at Hospice of the Comforter 12:30-3:00 PM.

7

Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc.
DECEMBER DRIVE-THROUGH & TOYS FOR TOTS PHOTOS

PHOTOS COURTESY OF GAY MOMBERGER , PAUL AND SHARON CROUCH
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