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A Word From Our President
The best way to predict the future is to create it!
February is a month for creativity. Yes, there will be a few cold days
but the sun is rising higher and our gardening spirits will be also.
Take a look around your garden area and evaluate what is planted,
what needs attention and what future plans and additions can be achieved
in the spring months.
Reflect on last years plant defeats (and I’ve had a few) and know this
is simply a signal to press onward.
PLAN… yes, “draw” a planting schematic or map of your garden. This does not have to be
“Monet” worthy. I put mine in a plastic page saver so I can write on the plastic surface with a
fine point erasable marker for changes .
This year I am focusing on native Florida plants. We have great resources at the UF
website and Florida extension services if you need ideas and education.

In addition to planning your spaces, don’t forget we have a plant sale at the end of March
that appreciates all good looking donations. Now is the time to start your collection for that
sale.
So friends, remember you are involved and part of something... our Club. YOU inspire my
great admiration by your membership. Tough times never last but tough gardeners do!
Light tomorrow with today. See you in the garden.

Min Schwenderman, President
Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc.
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2021 SCHOLARSHIP FUND
GOAL $10,000.00
As you all know by now, our 16th annual Garden Fair has been canceled due to the Covid-19
Pandemic. We are hoping that all of our members and sponsors will support our efforts to
replace the income lost from the Garden Fair. This income is used to support our student
scholarships for students enrolled in the University of Florida Horticulture and Environmental
studies programs locally in Apopka and to the FFGC Wekiva Youth Camp this summer. The
University students depend on the scholarships which we have been sponsoring for over 30
years and we want to be able to continue supporting these students who will one day make
a difference in all our futures.
Thank you to those of you that have already donated. We appreciate your generous support
and contributions. We are also reaching out to our Garden Fair Sponsors to ask them to
continue their support for our Scholarship fund. All monies collected will go directly toward
these scholarships. Any amount given is greatly appreciated and will help us reach our goal.
We will be collecting donations until May 15, 2021. To date, we have received $1,450.00 in
donations so we are off to a great start. You can send either a check or if it is easier for you
to donate using a credit card (you may get points or cash back) you can go to our Sweetwater
Oaks Website at Http://www.swogc.org/donors.
If you have any questions on how you can help, please contact Margaret Kirkpatrick at phone
number 407-399-8230 or her email: mmaui@cfl.rr.com.
Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc. is a designated 501© (3) Corporation, and your donation
may be tax deductible.
Make your check payable to Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, and mail this form and check to:
Margaret Kirkpatrick, OR you may make your donation, using PayPal online from our website,
http://www.swogc.org/donors.
Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________
Telephone:__________________
Email:_____________________________________
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MONARCHS AND MILKWEED
Winter care for milkweed is to cut it down to the ground every two weeks as
you want to kill a parasite on them that kill the monarch butterfly.
Tropical milkweed does not die back to the ground in
winter. It can harbor a host, a protozoan parasite
called OPHRYOCUSTIS ELEKLROSCIRRHA (OE for
short). As caterpillars or butterflies ingest the parasite
with their milkweed meals, they ingest the parasite
which will then ingest them as they grow inside the
butterfly chrysalises. What we are trying to achieve is
to not allow the insects getting on the butterflies and
caterpillars in the first place. It is a debilitating
parasite and infects the whole life cycle.
Plant all types of milkweed native to Florida if possible. Do not buy
Aclipsias Curassavisa as it is not native to Florida. Different females prefer
different kinds of milkweed as they are variable to climate or soil type.
Some monarchs go to Mexico, some stay all year round in this tropical state.
If you cut down all the milkweed every two weeks during the cold season it gives the adult
monarchs a chance to life cycle without the disease present especially when they come back to your
gardens in spring. Then they will not carry the disease. New plants will grow from the roots.
If you do not do this the spores and parasites will be in the whole life
cycle. Caterpillars that move into chrysalis form will never hatch out
because the parasite will eat the butterfly from within the chrysalis. I have
seen a chrysalis dark and ready to hatch but never did and examine it to
find a hole where the insect ate its way out and the butterfly lay dead
within. This is a horrible fate for the butterfly.
Monarchs who stay in southern U.S. for the winter were 5-9 times
more likely to be infected with OE than migrating butterflies. People filling
out reports online today are catching and reporting monarchs that were
infected. Migrating monarchs are passing through infected tropical sites
and lay eggs on infected milkweed or mate with infected butterflies.
Infecting the returning monarchs with the OE is the last thing we want to
do. This is a risk. They are vulnerable now. Please help by cutting your
milkweed down to the ground so we do not spread these parasites. Thank
you.
(This article was generated by an article from Science Magazine with a
few lines of my experiences.)

Louise Gould

If we don’t act right now, the last remaining
Monarch butterflies could be lost… forever.
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WAYS AND MEANS
WAYS & MEANS SPRING PLANT SALE
MARCH 26 & 27
Ladies and Gentlemen,
It’s time to plant seeds, make cuttings and divide your
shrubs for our bi-annual plant sale!
Flowers are always popular. I have Zinnia’s started.
Marigolds are also easy to start from seed. I have a few red
and purple Salvia started and will make more cuttings soon. Coleus sells well and are easy
to start from cuttings, so are Crotons.
Herbs like Basil, Thyme, Rosemary and Oregano are easy to
start from seed. Try using the BH Hot House method (Bob
Hotaling rotisserie container from Costco). Bob said he had plenty
of these containers to share.
Please bring plants that are in pots. They display well and SELL!
If you have large, medium and small decorative containers you no
longer use and they are in good condition, let Shirley and I know
and we can pick them up the week before the sale. We will ask for
volunteers in March.
Looking forward to seeing you at Shirley Hungerford’s house in
March!

Lynn Griffis and Shirley Hungerford
Co-Chairpersons, Ways and Means
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Mailing Address:

Member of National Garden Clubs, Inc.

P.O. Box 915233

Deep South Region
Florida Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc.

Club Flower—Rose
Club Bird—Cardinal

District VII
Lake, Orange, Osceola, Seminole & Sumter Counties

We’re on the web!
www.swogc.org

Organized—January 9, 1974
Federated—January 27, 1975
Incorporated—September 14, 1992

If you know of a member who could use an extra kind thought,
please contact me. I would prefer receiving the information by
email, but please call me if you don't have email access.
Arlene Polacheck

The purpose of Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club is the education of its
members and the community in their relationship to horticulture,
conservation and environmental needs, as well as the art of floral design.

Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc. Meeting Schedule
BOARD MEETINGS
First Monday of the Month September-May at 10:00 AM
810 Fox Valley Drive, Longwood, Florida, Zoom or Other Location TBA
GENERAL MEETINGS
Second Monday of the Month, September-May at 9:30 AM
Via ZOOM or, at a Later Date TBA, at First Baptist Sweetwater Church
3800 Wekiva Springs Road, Longwood. Florida

HORTICULTURE GROUP MEETINGS
Throughout the Year - See Calendar of Events for Dates, Times & Location.
JUNIOR GARDENERS
Due to the Coronavirus Pandemic, Junior Gardeners will not be meeting this club year.
FLORAL DESIGN
Every Thursday at Hospice of the Comforter 12:30-3:00 PM.
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JANUARY GENERAL ZOOM MEETING SCREENSHOT

COURTESY OF GAY MOMBERGER

EDITOR’S NOTE
Dear Members,
In the event you might have some extra time on your hands after all your gardening chores
are done, we invite you to peruse our Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc. Yearbook/
Membership Directory for all that you might want to know about our club, and then some!
Much care and dedication by your board of directors and committee chairpersons, both
present and past, has resulted in a treasure of interesting information. Aside from all the
membership information, the directory contains a history of the club, information about our
District VII, our Florida Federation of Garden Clubs, Regional and National Garden Club and
many other resources.
Oh my! Where to start! Well, a good place to begin is at the beginning and you will find a yearly calendar of
events, board of directors and member contact information, birthdays of our members and even the flower of the
month!
And, you can even find out the awards the club and individual club members have been awarded over the years. I
personally was astounded at the amount of awards our club has garnered and I applaud all the dedication and hard
work that went into attaining these awards and accomplishments! Kudos to all of you whose names, awards and
accomplishments are contained in Chapter 3 Club Info.
Not to leave anyone out, if you have any Gardening awards tucked away that you are saving to add to your
autobiographies or memoirs, please get in touch with your yearbook chairperson, Gail Arena, so these earned honors
and commitments can be added to our next yearbook. And, speaking of Gail Arena, we applaud you on a job well
done on gathering all the pertinent information from hither and yon to publish in our yearbook for and about our
members.
Enjoy your gardening, and when you have your feet up relaxing, do pick up our club yearbook and find out, or
rediscover, all the fascinating information contained therein. You’ll be surprised and proud, as I was, to discover
much more about our club than I thought I knew!

Gwen Allen - Newsletter Editor
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