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A Word From Our President
My Friends,
Now that the gardens are waking up and interest in the next
growing season has sharpened, let’s have a discussion regarding
“ART in the GARDEN.”
A reason to add art to your garden is to add
COLOR and FORM. Whether painting a fence,
placing sculpture, funky furniture, mirrors or even
repurposed household items - think of plants in
an old wheelbarrow or a toilet (OH My!). Stepping stones made
with the grandkids will jazz up your landscapes and highlight the
beauty of surrounding plants and flowers.
SETTING A FOCAL POINT
Since the eye follows LINES to create a
strong FOCAL POINT, in your garden space
visual lines within the garden should
INTERSECT.
Some obvious places are where lines
intersect the sidewalk to a porch or patio or
at the beginning or end of a path.
Appreciating the concept of a garden AXIS or
LINE OF SIGHT will act as a guide when
placing focal points in your garden.
Once the garden AXIS is determined, visually divide the garden
into sections and decide which areas you will want to emphasize.
Use focal points to dress up architectural details unique to your
home. Focal points in your garden should be a reflection of your
personality.

Have FUN. Be CREATIVE. Enhance the beauty of surrounding
plants flowers and vegetables. The definition of ART is up to
YOU… See you in the garden.

Min Schwenderman, President
Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc.
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PROGRAMS
Benefits of Florida’s Native Plants
Neta Villalobos-Bell will be our guest speaker March 8 at our monthly
meeting. She was referred to us by our Wekiva Wilderness Trust friends
as someone who knows a lot about Florida native plants. This will not be
the first time our club has heard a talk on native plants, but since some
continue to ask for more on this topic, we have asked Neta to be our
guest.
Neta volunteered as a UF/IFAS Master Gardener for 11 years. Currently, she is a Certified
Advanced Florida Master Naturalist and Land Steward, Certified Horticulture Professional, and
Certified National Association Interpreter. She is a member of the Florida Native Plant Society
and past president of a local native plant chapter in Seminole County, Cuplet Fern Chapter
and current Chapter Board member for the Beautyberry Chapter in Lake County. Her yard
has been on a Master Gardeners and statewide Native Plant Society tour and was featured in
an Orange County Government TV series “Wildlife Matters” to promote the benefits of
gardening for wildlife.
In 2018, she was recognized as the COX Conservation Hero for Central Florida.
Her goal is to help people recognize, appreciate, and protect Florida's natural resources and
wildlife.
Her favorite pastime is gardening with Florida native plants for the
benefit of native wildlife. She has transitioned her two previous home
yards from traditional to native and is currently working on her third.
Neta’s study and experiments with Florida native plants have shown
that plants native to where we live are easier to grow and offer benefits
we may not have realized. Neta suggests that native plants can actually
help in the problem areas of our yards. (Of course, none of us have
problem areas, but we may be able to help someone else! Right?)
So Zoom in on March 8, between 9:45 and 10:00 AM, to meet Neta
and to reunite with your gardening friends. Watch for Carole’s invitation
to the meeting. If you need help Zooming, please contact Carole Baird or Gail Arena prior to
the meeting.

Bernadine Delafield
1st Vice President, Programs
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NATIVE WILDFLOWER GARDENS
So glad Spring is right around the corner!
If you are changing any of your gardens, consider planting a native
wildflower garden.
A “native” plant is defined as one that is growing naturally in North
America. Native plants provide a much better habitat for birds to nest in
and also provide better sources of foods than non-native plants. Native wildflowers support
insects that birds rely on to feed their young.
Native wildflower gardens create a water-wise landscape that
requires less care and maintenance and does not require
pesticides or fertilizers.
When you plant your garden, plant a diversity of native
plants. Consider a variety of colors, textures, bloom times,
vertical and horizontal space to give your garden more
structure and a more pleasant look.
A native wildflower
habitat can help birds, insects, bees, butterflies, and
wildlife to adapt and survive our changing climate.
More detailed information on native wildflowers at
our Zoom March Meeting

Pam Frisbey, Master Gardener
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2021 SCHOLARSHIP FUND
GOAL $10,000.00
($2000.00 to date)

Thank you to those of you that have already donated to our scholarship fund. We
appreciate your generous support and contributions. All monies collected will go
directly toward these scholarships. Any amount given is greatly appreciated and
will help us reach our goal. We will be collecting donations till May 15, 2021.. You
may donate by check or credit card. If it is easier for you to donate using a credit
card (you may get points or cash back) you can go to our Sweetwater Oaks Website
at Http://www.swogc.org/donors.
You all know how appreciative these students are of our support. They have visited
us many times and participated in helping us at the Garden Fair. These are serious
students many of them working on their Masters and Doctorates In Horticulture
and Environmental Research.
If you have questions, please contact Margaret Kirkpatrick (contact info in club
yearbook).
Make your check payable to Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, and mail this form and
check to: Margaret Kirkpatrick OR you may make your donation, using PayPal
online from our website, http://www.swogc.org/donors
Name:___________________________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________________________

Telephone:__________________
Email:_____________________________________
Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc. is a designated 501©(3) Corporation, reg#CH33492. A copy of the of the official registration and financial information may
be obtained from the Division of Consumer Services by calling toll free (800)435-7382 within the State. Registration does not imply endorsement, approval or
recommendation by the State.
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WAYS AND MEANS
WAYS & MEANS SPRING PLANT SALE
MARCH 26 & 27
We are looking forward to a successful Spring Plant Sale
to be held at Shirley’s
residence, (address in club
yearbook).
We need vegetables, herbs, flowering plants, succulents,
trees, and shrubs. They should be potted and labeled.
We have also sold used garden tools, pots, seeds or anything else garden related that
you care to donate. Mid-March we will be posting for volunteers for setup and sale days.
We have a big challenge to beat last Fall’s sales of $1,200. Looking
forward to seeing everyone.

Lynn Griffis and Shirley Hungerford
Co-Chairpersons, Ways and Means

BLOOMING IN THE GARDEN

Marjorie Abbas
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Mailing Address:

Member of National Garden Clubs, Inc.

P.O. Box 915233

Deep South Region
Florida Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc.

Club Flower—Rose
Club Bird—Cardinal

District VII
Lake, Orange, Osceola, Seminole & Sumter Counties

We’re on the web!
www.swogc.org

Organized—January 9, 1974
Federated—January 27, 1975
Incorporated—September 14, 1992

If you know of a member who could use an extra kind thought,
please contact me. I would prefer receiving the information by
email, but please call me if you don't have email access.
Arlene Polacheck

(contact info in club yearbook)

The purpose of Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club is the education of its
members and the community in their relationship to horticulture,
conservation and environmental needs, as well as the art of floral design.

Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc. Meeting Schedule
BOARD MEETINGS
First Monday of the Month September-May at 10:00 AM
810 Fox Valley Drive, Longwood, Florida, Zoom or Other Location TBA
GENERAL MEETINGS
Second Monday of the Month, September-May at 9:30 AM
Via ZOOM or, at a Later Date TBA, at First Baptist Sweetwater Church
3800 Wekiva Springs Road, Longwood. Florida

HORTICULTURE GROUP MEETINGS
Throughout the Year - See Calendar of Events for Dates, Times & Location.
JUNIOR GARDENERS
Due to the Coronavirus Pandemic, Junior Gardeners will not be meeting this club year.
FLORAL DESIGN
Every Thursday at Hospice of the Comforter 12:30-3:00 PM.
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