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A Word From Our President
This Thanksgiving we may gather with family and friends to give Thanks for our
health and our Club, but also to celebrate the earth’s abundant gifts.
This year I am showing my appreciation by giving back with choices that support
our planet’s health, like choosing paper products that can be recycled instead of
plastics, and reducing food waste by sending guests home with leftovers or donating
extra can goods or fresh veggies to a local shelter or food pantry.
Many churches have these missions. Our own Gene Perry and his wife Charlotte are
involved in growing and making available food donations in the neighborhood where
they live. Why don’t you ask him about it.
Feel GOOD about all your gatherings and ENJOY! Replace last years panic, stress and desolation with
the love of family and friends.
Remember…. great accomplishments are achieved by small deeds.
Happy Thanksgiving to YOU all.

Min Schwenderman, President
Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc.
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MEMBERSHIP
Thirty-eight members and two guests attended the October Meeting at the
Episcopal Church.
One guest Carol Voorhees and her husband Rich have since joined the
club. Rhonda Hable was our guest for the second month.
Please add these details to your Year Book, and welcome them to the next meeting. Carol & Rich
Voorhees.

Marjorie Abbas
Diane Hennessy
Co-Chairs Membership
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FLORAL DESIGN
Thanksgiving Floral Design Workshop – November 22, 2021
Dress up your Thanksgiving Table with a beautiful floral arrangement that you have
created. Or, if you are not having Thanksgiving at your home you can take it as a gift
to your Thanksgiving Hostess.
Date:

Monday, November 22, 2021

Place:

Sweetwater Oaks Community Center
870 Fox Valley Drive, Longwood

Time:

9:00 am to 10:30 am

Cost is $20.00 per person and includes all the flowers, materials needed and step by step
instruction. You just need to bring a pair of clippers, newspaper and a small plastic grocery bag
for clean-up.
The workshop is limited to the first 20 members that sign up.
Make your reservation by either emailing me and there will be a sign-up sheet at the November General
Meeting.
Deadline for reservations is November 15, 2021.
Mail your $20.00 check payable to the Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club to reserve your place.
We are so excited we have 5 of our members attending the Floral Design classes sponsored by the
District VII Flower Show Judges. They are doing exceptionally well and have discovered a whole new
creative outlet. We are so fortunate to have so many talented members in our Club, each with their
own area of talent.
Happy designing!

Margaret Kirkpatrick
Floral Design, Chairperson

5

Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc.

November 2021

HORTICULTURE
COMPOSTING FOR THE HOME GARDENER
Most of us continue to seek that pot of gold, be it at the end of a rainbow or for use
in our gardens. In view of this forum, it’s the latter. Good luck on the former!
When I think of composting, a few things come to mind. First, the traditional multibin composting method which requires a fair amount of space and someone (you in
most instances) to frequently shift the contents from one bin to the next bin and
then eventually into your garden.
Second, there are commercially available composting systems wherein you place your material in the
container and then turn the container several times to mix the material. Some of these type
composters can carry a hefty price. There are many variations of this type of system including bins that
all you do is place material in the bin and just wait.
Lastly, I would like to mention my alternatives to the first two methods and are currently in use in my
home garden.
The easiest method of my composting is to dig a trench in my garden in the area where I want to add
compost. I usually dig a trench about 8 to 12 inches deep and then place my kitchen scraps, coffee
grounds, used paper towels, etc., into the trench and cover it up with the soil. I have not had any
issues with critters digging up my garden to get to the scraps in the trench. Within a matter of weeks,
your scraps will become compost or “garden gold.” If you’re very lucky, you can get your wife to do the
work!!!
The next easy method I have used is to start with a container that is at least 5 gallons. Place a few
inches of soil in the bottom and then add your kitchen scraps plus several more inches of soil and mix
together. Top off with more soil and wait for the decomposition to take place. As in the paragraph
above, within a matter of weeks, you can add your new compost to your garden and reap the reward.
Enjoy your “garden gold.”

Gene Perry
Horticulture Committee
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TOYS FOR TOTS
As you all know, Watson Real Estate has always been a great supporter of our club. They are
currently asking for donations of Toys For Tots which is also a charity close to many.
Christmas is the time for giving; therefore I will be collecting toys at my
house beginning December 1st. I would like to deliver our
contribution to Watson Real Estate. in the name of Sweetwater Oaks
Garden Club, by mid-December. Please drop off your donation at my house
or call me if you need me to pick up your donation. My address is 2515 Sweetwater Country
Club Drive, Apopka, Florida or call 407-884-8767.

Season’s Greetings and Blessings of good health to everyone!

Sharon Lane-Crouch
Toys for Tots Chairperson

FIELD TRIP NOVEMBER 4TH
We will gather in the parking lot of the Publix on Wekiva Springs Rd. and Hunt
Club on Thursday, November 4th. Meet in the parking area next to Wekiva
Springs Rd. where the signs say "Unauthorized vehicles will be towed.” We have
been authorized (no pun intended). Deb and I will be there at 9:10 AM. We will
car pool from there leaving at 9:30. It will be a 30 minute drive. I will have some
maps in case someone falls behind or is not comfortable using their GPS.
After cutting the flowers, on our way home, we will stop by Long and Scott Farm and visit the Scott's Country
Market and Café. I visited with Haley Scott, Retail Manager, about the possibility of having lunch there for those
who would like to. Haley will be emailing me the menu for us to preselect our lunch. We will forward the menu to
you the first of the week.
Deb and I made a visit to pick some Sunflowers and Zinnias. They will have vases and
shears for everyone, bring your gloves if you would like. The vases will be perfect to
donate to our Hospice Flower support program when the flowers have wilted. You will be
transported to the flowers by the 1932 Fire Truck or the covered wagon pulled by the
tractor. We can also drive our cars to the flowers. Deb and I
were inundated with information about the flowers, how they
grow, where the seeds are in the flower, etc.
Deb and I were there around 2 PM and it was were warm. It should be cooler weather
and there will a new crop of flowers. There are picnic tables to sit on and bathrooms
are available. It was very busy when we were there, but we will have it all to ourselves
and Bob, the owner, will be hosting us.
P.S. For the very adventurous, there is an "adult tricycle track for racing” which could be fun!

Debbie and Arthur Allison
1st Vice President, Programs

7

Mailing Address:

Member of National Garden Clubs, Inc.

P.O. Box 915233

Deep South Region
Florida Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc.

Club Flower—Rose
Club Bird—Cardinal

District VII
Lake, Orange, Osceola, Seminole & Sumter Counties

We’re on the web!
www.swogc.org

Organized—January 9, 1974
Federated—January 27, 1975
Incorporated—September 14, 1992

If you know of a member who could use an extra kind thought,
please contact me. I would prefer receiving the information by
email, but please call me if you don't have email access.
Arlene Polacheck

The purpose of Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club is the education of its
members and the community in their relationship to horticulture,
conservation and environmental needs, as well as the art of floral design.

Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc. Meeting Schedule
BOARD MEETINGS
First Monday of the Month September-May at 10:00 AM
810 Fox Valley Drive, Longwood, Florida or Zoom
GENERAL MEETINGS
Second Monday of the Month, October 2021-May 2022
9:30 AM
Village on the Green, 500 Village Place, Longwood, off Sabal
Palm drive South in the “Longwood Meeting Room”
HORTICULTURE GROUP MEETINGS
Throughout the Year - See the Calendar of Events for Dates, Times and Locations
JUNIOR GARDENERS
Second Tuesday of the Month at 9:00 AM
FLORAL DESIGN
Every Other Thursday at Hospice of the Comforter 12:30-3:00 PM
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PHOTOS COURTESY OF GAY MOMBERGER—MORE ON SHUTTERFLY
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Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc.
OCTOBER PLANT SALE
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PHOTOS COURTESY OF GAY MOMBERGER AND FRIENDS—MORE ON SHUTTERFLY
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