M e m b e r o f T h e N a t i o n a l
F l o r i d a F e d e r a t i o n

G a r d e n C l u b s , I n c . , D e e p S o u t h R e g i o n ,
o f G a r d e n C l u b s , I n c . — D i s t r i c t V I I

APRIL GENERAL MEETING

April 2022
Editor
Gwen Allen

Executive Board
President
Min Schwenderman

SWEETWATER OAKS GARDEN CLUB
APRIL GENERAL MEETING

SWEETWATER OAKS GARDEN CLUB
FEBRUARY
GENERAL
MEETING
Date:
Monday,
April 11, 2022
Date:
Time:
Location:

Time:
9:30 AM Social Time
Monday, February 14, 2022
10:00 AM Meeting Time
9:30 AM Social Time
Location:
Village on the Green,
10:00 AM Meeting Time
500 Village Place, Longwood,
Episcopal Church of the Resurrection
off Sabal Palm Drive South.
211 Lake Brantley Road
Meeting is in the “Longwood
Longwood 32779
Meeting Room.”
NOTE: OUTDOORS Under the Trees
- Bring a Chair
PROGRAM:

PROGRAM:

TBD

TBD

First Vice President/Programs
Arthur Allison
Debbie Allison
2nd Vice President/Membership
Marjorie Abbas
Dianne Hennessy
3rd Vice President/Hospitality
Nancy Kelly
Laurie Kennedy
Janet McIntyre
Recording Secretary
Cheryl Nordstedt
Corresponding Secretary
Arlene Polacheck
Treasurer
Pat Neff
Parliamentarian
Ann Todd

Inside this issue:

Caution: If at any time you find yourself
closer than 6 ft. to people around you,
we encourage the use of a face mask.

Calendar

2

President’s Message

3

Jr. Gardeners/Membership/
Corks & the Environment

4

Scholarship Fund

5

Floral Design

6

Horticulture

7

Ways & Means - Plant Sale

8

General Club Information

9

March Meeting Photos

10

Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc.

Sun

3

Mon

4

Tue

Wed

6

5

Thu

7

Fri
1

2

8

9
BD - Pat Neff

Board
Meeting

10

11

12

BD - Lynn Griffis

13

14

15
SWOGC
Spring Fling
Floral
Design
Workshop

Jr. Gardeners

BD - Pat Murray

18

19

20

21

22

23

25

26

27

28

29

30

Easter

24

BD - Joan Lasek

16

FFGC Annual Convention& State Flower Show

General
Meeting at
Village on
the Green

17

Sat

Arbor Day
- Page 3
for Details

2

BD - Cheri
Blackmon

Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc.

April 2022

A Word From Our President
APRIL is considered the second month of Spring! Here in Florida, after a few cold
weeks in January, it seems spring arrives before the grasses wake up. I hope you
took the opportunity to spread your mulch in the cooler days. April can bring the
temperatures up an average increase of 5 degrees to 84, from the previous month,
and humidity also follows.
Activity outside our neighborhood is starting to percolate. I hope you make a visit to
the FREE Flower show at the FFGC convention. I will be there on April 13.
On April 15, we can support our SPRING FLORAL DESIGN event. What a fun time to
use flowers to lift our creative spirits. We all are artists at heart and flowers unlock
our talents.
On April 29, we will once again join the celebration of National Arbor Day. This year, the West Seminole
Library on Hunt Club will be our destination, 251 Hunt Club, Longwood. The meet and greet will be at
10:30 AM and the event will begin at 11:00 AM. Refreshments will be available. We are planting a Live
Oak for our community. Bring a chair and umbrella to this sunny location and help advertise our support
for nature by improving it. Trees will SAVE the Planet.
April is the month that we approve our new Executive Board and make plans to assist them in
broadening our reach through actions. Please consider joining one of our committees and involve
yourself. It’s a great way to lift yourself up and someone else with you.
We will have the newly elected officers installed at our May 9 Luncheon, 11:00 AM in Café Murano’s
Dining Room, Crane’s Roost, Altamonte Springs.
Buffet dining includes : Salad and dressings, 4 entree selections: (Bowtie Primavera, Chicken Marsala,
Eggplant al Forno, Homemade Lobster & Crab Ravioli), non-alcoholic drinks, bread service, dessert
(TBD).
Price: $35.00 (includes taxes and gratuity).
Deadline for reservations and payment is May 2nd. Please make all checks out to SWOGC and send to
our Programs Chairperson, Arthur Allison.205 Palmetto Concourse, Longwood, FL 32779.
Your strength is our strength. See you in the Garden.

Min Schwenderman, President
Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc.
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JUNIOR GARDENERS
The third and fourth grades created terrariums guided by Sweetwater Oaks Garden
Club’s Mrs. Ann Todd. These “works of art” were submitted for judging at the Orange
County Fair. The fourth grade class won first and third places and the second place
was won by a talented third grader. The top 3 winners won a check for $5
each. Everyone was awarded a ribbon.

Ann Todd
Chairperson, Junior Gardeners

MEMBERSHIP
We welcomed thirty-four members and two guests to the meeting on
March 15 at the Episcopal Church. One guest, Jacquie Herndon, is
planning to join soon. Our present membership is 75 Members.

Marjorie Abbas and Dianne Hennessy
2nd Vice President

CORKS AND THE ENVIRONMENT
Don’t forget to bring your corks to the General Meeting. The “Recycle Basket” will be near the
name tag table. Recycling is one way to help the environment and so, we have decided as a club
to start collecting wine corks to be recycled. There are both natural and plastic corks, and only the
natural ones can be reused. They can be repurposed into corkboards, coasters, and even flooring.
(unfortunately, the plastic ones just should go into the trash bin.) Please bring yours to any of our
meetings, and a big blue bucket will be there to collect them. We will then take them to one of the
local cork recycle centers. Every little bit helps.... so recycle and renew in 2022!

Nancy Kelly
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2022 University of Florida Scholarship Fund
Goal $8,000.00
($1,833.00 to date)

SWOGC Garden Fair is the biggest fundraiser we sponsor for the UF scholarships.
Unfortunately, we had to cancel this major event again this year. Hopefully we will
be back to normal and can hold our beautiful fair in 2023.
Several of our Sponsors and many of you have donated towards this year’s
scholarship fund. A big thank you to all who have already donated. The students
are very appreciative of our Garden Club’s support over the past 25 plus years.
Most of the Students have jobs and some have families to support. They are serious
students, many of them working on their Masters and Doctorates, in Horticulture
and Environmental Research. The students have visited with us at our Welcome
Back Coffee, General meetings and are always ready to help us any way they can.
They are a huge help in setting up and taking down the Garden Fair and have
graced us with plants and cakes when they visit our meetings.
Any amount given is greatly appreciated. All monies collected will go directly
toward scholarships for these deserving students. We will be collecting donations
till May 15, 2022. You may donate by check or credit card. If it is easier for you to
donate using a credit card (you may get points or cash back) you can go to our
Sweetwater Oaks Website at Http://www.swogc.org/donors. Your donation is tax
deductible and upon request we will be happy to send you an acknowledgement.
If you have questions, please contact Margaret Kirkpatrick.
Please make your check payable to Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, and mail this
form and check to: Margaret Kirkpatrick, OR you may make your donation, using
PayPal online from our website, http:// www.swogc.org/donors
Name:___________________________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________________________
Telephone:__________________
Email:_____________________________________
Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc. is a designated 501©(3) Corporation, reg#CH33492. A
copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Division of
Consumer Services by calling toll free (800)435-7382 within the State. Registration does not
imply endorsement, approval or recommendation by the State
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APRIL 2022 – FLORAL DESIGN NEWS
“SPRING FLING”
FLORAL DESIGN WORKSHOP
Join us for fun time at our annual “Spring Fling” floral design workshop for all members and learn to
create a colorful design for your home for the holidays.
Sweetwater Oaks Community Center
801 Fox Valley Drive
Longwood, FL 32779
April 15, 2022
9:00 – 10:15 A.M.
The cost of this workshop will be $20.00. All flowers and materials will be supplied to make your
design.
Make sure to bring with you:
Flower Clippers
Newspaper for under your work area
Small Plastic bag for your excess cuttings.
You may sign-up at the April meeting or you may call or email me if you would like to attend. The
meeting will be held in the Sweetwater Oaks community Center and will begin at 9:00 am. We should
be finished no later than 10:30 am so you have the rest of the day to get ready for the holiday
weekend.
Please make your check payable to Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, and mail this form and
check to: Margaret Kirkpatrick.
Name:___________________________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________________________
Telephone:__________________ Email:_____________________________________
Happy Designing,
Margaret Kirkpatrick
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HORTICULTURE
Cooking in the Garden
Dear Friends,
As we wind down the year together, I would like to share some of my “safe” recipes with you that I use in
my garden and around my yard . I hope they prove useful to you.
Ant Deterrent - great for all kinds of ants but not Fire ants
MIX:

1 ½ cups warm water
½ cup regular sugar
1 ½ TBS Borax (the 20 mule team kind)
Cotton balls
Plastic bottle caps

After everything dissolves, dip a cotton ball in solution and place them in a plastic bottle cap.
Place the bottle cap in the path or near the entrance of an ant mound. You can use several at a time.
After a few days… no ants!!
solution in the refrigerator.

Firer ants generally don’t take to this but may move there nests out of your way. I store my

HERBICIDE/WEEDKILLER
1 GALLON PUMP SPRAYER
MIX:

½ gallon white vinegar
½ bottle lemon juice (about 2 pints)
½ cup castile soap or any “natural soap”

This works best if applied in the SUN… I use it often around my pool when weeds grow in the cracks. I usually apply every 2
weeks in the summer as the weeds start to re-appear. Love it as it is almost edible-ha. I have used it in the yard but be careful
not to hit your wanted plants. It is not systemic but will burn anything it touches. It is better than coming in contact with Roundup (which has been implicated with Lymphoma cancer). Store at room Temp.

INSECTICIDE
1 gallon sprayer recipe

1 quart recipe

Mix 5 TBS castile soap or natural soap
1 gallon of water

1 ½ TBS soap
1 quart of water

Say goodbye to aphids… this spray works overnight and turns the buggers black.
Be careful of your beneficial bugs like butterfly larvae or lady bug larvae…look up what they look like so you know when to
spray. Store at room temp.
NOTE: Do not use detergents, dish soap or anything with degreasers, moisturizers, or synthetic chemicals.
I Hope these safe recipes work wonders for you!
See you in the Garden… Min

Min Schwenderman
Horticulture Committee
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MARCH 29, 2022 PLANT SALE

The March Plant Sale is in the history books. We made $2,100!
Shirley, Cheryl and I are extremely thankful for the support of our members through plant donations,
and help with sales and set up and clean up. These wonderful people are as follows:
Lovely, healthy, plants and tables were donated by Sharon Crouch, Carol Baird, Gene Perry, Louise
Gould, Irene Horner, Margaret Kirkpatrick, Nancy Kelly, Cheryl Nordstedt, Min and Peter
Schwenderman, Stephanie Hanagud, Marjorie Abbas, Arlene Polacheck, Diane Hennessy, Nancy Griffis
(guest), Shirley Hungerford and Lynn Griffis.
Set up and Clean Up crews were Diane Hennessy, Vivian & Jim Rey-Palmer, Lynn and Nancy Griffis,
Shirley and her sister Sharon, Nancy and Richard Kelly, Cheryl Nordstedt, Arthur and Debbie Allison.
Our Sales Volunteers were Cheryl Nordstedt, Louise Gould, Lynn Griffis, Nancy (Guest), Shirley
Hungerford, Sharon (Guest), Linda Richter, Pam Frisbey, Lynda de Victoria, Patty Scott, Viviana Palmer,
Laurie, Kennedy, Carol Baird, Irene Horner, Nancy Kelly.
We could not have had such a successful event without your help! Thank you all! I hope we didn't leave
any name off the lists; if we did, we apologize.

Lynn Griffis, Shirley Hungerford, and Cheryl Nordstedt
Ways and Means Committee
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Mailing Address:

Member of National Garden Clubs, Inc.

P.O. Box 915233

Deep South Region
Florida Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc.

Club Flower—Rose
Club Bird—Cardinal

District VII
Lake, Orange, Osceola, Seminole & Sumter Counties

We’re on the web!
www.swogc.org

Organized—January 9, 1974
Federated—January 27, 1975
Incorporated—September 14, 1992

If you know of a member who could use an extra kind thought,
please contact me. I would prefer receiving the information by
email, but please call me if you don't have email access.
Arlene Polacheck

The purpose of Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club is the education of its
members and the community in their relationship to horticulture,
conservation and environmental needs, as well as the art of floral design.

Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc. Meeting Schedule
BOARD MEETINGS
First Monday of the Month September-May at 10:00 AM
810 Fox Valley Drive, Longwood, Florida or Zoom
GENERAL MEETINGS
Second Monday of the Month, October 2021-May 2022
9:30 AM Social, 10:00 AM Meeting
Village on the Green, 500 Village Place, Longwood, off Sabal
Palm drive South. Meeting is in the “Longwood Meeting Room.”
HORTICULTURE GROUP MEETINGS
Throughout the Year - See the Calendar of Events for Dates, Times and Location.
JUNIOR GARDENERS
Second Tuesday of the Month at 9:00 AM
FLORAL DESIGN
Every Other Thursday at Hospice of the Comforter 12:30-3:00 PM
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(courtesy of Gay Momberger, more on Shutterfly)
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