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TIS THE SEASON 

SWOGC ANNUAL HOLIDAY LUNCHEON 

December 14, 2015  

  

"Sharing The Holidays With Our Gardening Friends" 

Heathrow Country Club 

1450 Bridgewater Drive, Heathrow, Fl. 32746 

Time: 11:15 Social 

Luncheon 12:00 PM Noon 

This is a wonderful time of year to join your garden club friends for our an-
nual holiday luncheon.  We have a very special and festive time planned 

for you and your guests.  As we enjoy our delicious luncheon, the room 
will be filled with beautiful holiday music presented by world-renown Harp-
ist, Jan Jennings.  Many of you remember Jan from one of our previous 

holiday luncheons and have expressed that we should invite her again. 

 

Luncheon Menu: 

1st course: Heathrow Salad 

 Mixed Greens, Bleu Cheese, Dried Cranberries, Pecans & Sherry 

 Vinaigrette Dressing 

 

2nd course:  Please choose one entree below and include your 
selection with your reservation.  (If you have a dietary restriction 

please let us know and we will try to accommodate.) 

 1  Asiago Crusted Chicken in a Basil Cream Sauce 

    or 

 2  Vegetable Primavera - Penne Pasta with Roasted  

         Vegetables in a Light Cream Sauce 

3rd course: Desert:  Bailey’s Chocolate Mousse Cake 

Water, Coffee & Tea Service, Fresh Baked Rolls & Butter are included. 

 

RESERVATION DEADLINE: TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2015 

The cost is  $28.00.  Checks should be make out to Sweetwater Oaks Gar-
den Club and mailed to     Margaret Kirkpatrick 

431 Newton Place  

Longwood, Fl 32779   

407-399-8230 
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December 2015 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 

Board Meeting 

8 

Junior Gardeners 

9 

BD  Louise Gould 

10 

 

 
 

 

 
       Hospice 

11 

BD  Carol Huff 

 
FUN WITH FLOWERS—WPGC 

12 

13 

BD  Audrey Karwandy 

14 

LUNCHEON 

 
BD  Ursula Lorak 

15 16 17 

 

 
 

 

 
       Hospice 

18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 

 

 
 

 

 
 

       Hospice 

25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

January 6       "Are There Fairies in the Garden?" 

                      Field trip to Cent. Florida Ferns in Zellwood to create personal fairy garden. 
February 8     "Help… We Are Being Invaded"  Speaker: Elizabeth Stevens 

                      SERVE Coordinator with the Seminole County Watershed Management Div. 
March 14        "Sexy Succulents Take the Heat!  Tips for Success " 

              Kristen Pategas & husband Steven are the owners of Hortus Oasis 
April 11          "Creating a Tropical Shade Garden" 

              Speaker: Keri Byrum   Assistant Director of Harry P. Leu Gardens 
May 9             Annual Installation of Officers and Luncheon at the Heathrow Country Club. 
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   SPECIAL  REQUEST  
          for Camp Wekiwa for 2016 

                          Container caps/bottle caps   

if it fits a container/bottle save it!   

  

All  sizes are needed for the 2016 Summer Camp for the arts and craft folks 

                    Please give to Joan Lasek at SWOGC Meetings.   

                                  Thanks. 
 

There was a happy chatter in the room. It was clear that everyone 
was having a wonderful time.  Three or more tables of holiday ar-

rangements added to the mood as members admired the creative 
display.  At 10:00 am the room was full as the November meeting of 

the SWOGC was called to order. 

More than one person commented afterwards, “What a wonderful 
meeting!”  I felt the same.  I think it had something to do with the 

energy and enthusiasm of the members and the fact that so many 

had come.  Friends were enjoying the company of friends. 

Friendship is a beautiful gift of love.  Some would say that no other gift is more valued.  
Gift-giving is a tradition of the holiday, but have you considered how precious the gift 

of friendship is to both the recipient and the giver?  If you would you like to receive 
that gift, then first become an ambassador of goodwill, even within SWOGC.  Do some-

thing for others because, when we make someone's life a little sweeter, it fills our own 
lives with unexpected pleasure.  Let us treat one another with love and respect, 

strengthen friendships, seek out the lonely, deliver a “thinking of you” gift, offer a 
genuine compliment, volunteer help when needed.  These acts of kindness generate 

peace and love and the giver is always more blessed.  

Our Holiday Luncheon  is a joyous  occasion to meet  with friends we’ve  

made through the garden club. May you feel the warmth of friendship 
and experience  the great joy  that comes from  making new friends 

and nurturing the old.   I look forward to seeing you at this beautiful  
seasonal event and to again find a room filled with happy chatter!  

Happy Holidays! 

Bernadine Delafield  

President, Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club  

A Word from our President 
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As a young gardener, my grandfather and his friends insisted that I accompany them on 

horticultural outings to places like the botanical gardens in Brooklyn and all over New York 

City as well as visit growers and estate gardens all over Connecticut, Massachusetts, New 

York State and especially the natural landscapes of the Maine coastline.   I recall conver-

sations with very senior Head Gardeners and apprentices in the finest European tradition; 

I recall landscapes that had “Capability” Brown’s designs all over them; and, I recall 

kitchen and formal walled gardens and parks full of wonderful specimens and great things 

to eat.  Greenhouses were always a favorite because one never knew what one would find 

or be able to barter for!   So over the years, I have learned to appreciate the unappreciated, admire the 

design and beauty and truly smell the roses.  In recent years, as a garden guide at Leu Botanical Garden 

and more formally at a Landscape Critique Course offered by the Garden Club of Maitland, I’ve also 

learned to observe carefully and intently the way others see and experience a garden/yarden.  Where 

this all leads is to Louise’s garden which I feel deserves observation on several levels. 

First, I doubt there are many as gracious and sharing as Lou when it comes to passing along both cut-

tings and plants.  Armed with her clipboard and bandanas she takes the time to name each plant in her 

yard, explain who shared it with her (the “heritage”) and readily tear out or clip off pieces to propagate 

for anyone interested.  You don’t find that too often and it makes a visit to Lou’s very special. 

Second, Lou has accumulated a significant 

number of plant varieties and has a good work-

ing knowledge of the horticultural needs and 

specifications of almost all of them.   Starting in 

the front yard and continuing to the north side, 

around the back and up the south side of the 

home, plants are screaming out “look at me” 

and reaching out to embrace a visitor in 

branches as well as fantastic scents and color. 

Thirdly, it quickly becomes obvious that Lou 

likes BIG things.  While there may be a border 

annual or perennial here or there, it is the 

closeness and secure feeling of plants dwarfing 

the visitor that really marks and defines her 

yarden. 

And now finally, I have to admit that both 

times I have visited Lou’s yarden, I get con-

fused and find myself wishing I had some se-

cateurs and her permission to “have at it” for a couple of hours to really discover the bones that I know 

are in there somewhere.   While admiring each and every planting, there is something about having 

plants of such size right on the front of a border disturbing, and I struggle for a safe direction.  I guess 

that’s a long way  to say,  “This is really over-grown.”   But it’s not … it is actually  right on the edge be-

tween magnificent natural growth and needing some organization and that truly is in the eye of the visi-

tor and the mind’s eye of the Head Gardener… our host. 

That may read too critical for some but I feel it is an important part of horticulture and the horticulture 

group to both learn and share from the experience and observations of others.  It’s a good thing. 

I’ll tell you what does work…when you are on the patio which is at a higher elevation than the yard itself, 

many of my observations are instantly overcome.  

From this higher vantage, we are now looking 

over the top of most of the “overgrowns” and 

they in turn frame a “borrowed view” of the wet-

lands beyond as well as encourage one to sit qui-

etly and take it all in…take in the birds of prey 

and their friends soaring overhead, take in the 

sound of stillness and nature’s interruptions.  So, 

can a “confusing” yarden really work?   I say 

YES! 

A VISIT TO LOUISE’S YARDEN 
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On Tuesday, 11-17, there was a Horticulture meeting at my home in Apopka.  
We walked the yard, discussed plants and landscaping and how my yard 

evolved to what it is today.  It is a high-maintenance yard, but I love being 
in it and so do the butterflies, birds and other creatures.   

After our tour and many questions, we settled in on the deck and had a 

few demonstrations in which I quickly showed and talked about dish gardens and the 
many types there are.  Most importantly when making them, use similar plants that 

“like” the same conditions or you will have a problem with one wilting when the others 
do not need any water at all.  Put gravel and charcoal in the base of all containers first, 

then add the plants, and fill up with soil. The Tillandsia’s looked rather cool sitting on a 
branch inside a glass container on stone.  The variety is endless. 

We moved to a craft of “pinecone and magnolia leaf poinsettia”.  

There is prep work involved in this one so I had prepared the 
painted leaves ahead of time.  All these pieces have to be clean 

and dry before preparing.  I cut the point leaves on a slant and 
stuck what is left of the stem onto a Styrofoam piece covered with 

foil or wax paper, as the paint may melt the Styrofoam.  Then I 
spray painted about 10 leaves green and 20 red.  You need to 

keep the bigger leaves at the base and graduate the size to 
smaller near the top.  When dry, you need to notch the leaves in 

an upside down “v” at the base of the leaf.  You will be inserting 
the notched leaves into the pinecone and gluing them into the 

pinecone going round and round with the leaves ‘till done.  It will 

be different each time you make them as the pine cones are dif-
ferent shapes.  I would choose one with a flat bottom or it will not 

sit flat on your table.   

Always have extra leaves as one may have an imperfection, and you don’t want to use 

it or one breaks or your pinecone is bigger than you thought and it needs more.  When 

done, take a paint brush and paint yellow dots of paint on the top of the pine cone.  
You now have a festive poinsettia to add to your decorations or bring to a hostess if 

you are going elsewhere. (I had one sprayed totally gold which also looks great.)  Make 
sure all paint is totally dry before using.  These are very fragile so store it in a box with 

care so you have it for many years to come.  

Bob Hotaling spoke to us about Moringa trees and then had some of you tasting the 
leaves.  He left with many cuttings as did many of you with whole plants to enjoy. 

Happy Holidays, Merry Christmas, and Happy New Year to all! 

Louise Gould, Horticulture Chair        

 Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc.  Dec 2015 

HORTICULTURE 
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We have successfully completed the 6 classes of FFGC Floral Design 

Study.  Everyone who attended really enjoyed them, and we were fortu-
nate to have some wonderful floral design instructors teaching.  Con-

gratulations to Cheryl Richards, Laurie Kennedy and Christine Rohleder 
for completing all 6 classes; they will soon be receiving their certificates 

of completion.  Those who missed one of classes will be able to make 
them up at a later date and still receive their certificates. 

We will be offering Advanced Floral design beginning in January.   The Advanced Floral 

Design Units 7, 8, & 9 are available to those that have previously taken Units 1-6.  
These classes will begin Thursday, January 21st, January 28 and February 12th.  These 

advanced units will expand on what you have already earned in the 6 basic classes and 
teach you more about mechanics and open your eyes to the more sculptural form of 

floral design. 

Join us for a Holiday Floral design workshop on 
Thursday, December 17th, from 9:00am - 

10:30am. This is for all club members— no pre-
vious design experience needed.   Don't  miss 

this opportunity to create a special floral ar-
rangement  for your holidays.  Advanced sign 

up is required so we will have the appropriate 
number of flowers and containers.  There is no 

charge for members but there will be a charge 
of $10.00 for non members and all previously 

registered no shows. 

 

Sign up sheets for both events will be available at the our December luncheon and at 
the January Club General meeting or you can contact me directly for information. 

Happy designing, 

Margaret 

mmaui@cfl.rr.com 

407 399 8230 

FLORAL DESIGN 

Several clubs have Federation recognized anniversaries 
In 2015 there are: 

1955 Coral Pines  60 yrs 

1965 Dogwood Crestview 50 yrs  

1985 Foliage 30 yrs 

1930 Ft. Lauderdale 85 yrs 

1965 Ixora Sanford 50 yrs 

1935 Lynn Haven 80 yrs 

1930 Mentee River 85 yrs 

1930 Monticello 85 yrs 

1965 palm Garden 50 yrs 
1930 St. Petersburg 85 yrs 

1930 Pioneer 85 yrs 

1935 Sebring 80 yrs 

1975 Sweetwater 40 yrs 

1925 Winter Park 90 yrs 

 

Coming up in 2016: 

Camellia Winter Haven 1946  70 yrs 

Coral Gables  1956 60 yrs 

Jasmine 1966  50 yrs 
Lauderdale by the Sea 1956  50 yrs 

New Smyrna Beach 1936 80 yrs 

Magnolia Daytona 1941 75 yrs 

Palatka 1941 75 yrs 

South Dade 1926 90 yrs 

Tallahassee  1926 90 yrs 

Tarpon Springs 1936 80 yrs 

PRECIOUS METALS STATUS 

mailto:mmaui@cfl.rr.com
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The November Junior Gardener's program was pre-
sented by Pat James on leaf printing.  We started the 

program by reviewing the mockingbird and sabal 
palm Florida symbols.  The students remembered 

the symbols and were anxious to let us know they 
will always recognize these symbols.  We have twenty students so 

we pushed their desks together to make four larger desks with 
five students at each section. They listened to Miss Pat tell them 

about how leaf printing got started years ago.   Students at each 
section picked a Garden Club member to be their leader --- Miss Louise, Miss Barbara, 

Miss Pam and Miss Lynn. The leaders made a sample of a pressed leaf so the students 
could learn how to do the project.  Miss Gay took pictures of the program.  We do ap-

preciate all the help we got from Miss Bernie, Miss Marjorie, Miss Diane and the stu-
dent's teachers.  The student's finished prints are so pretty; they will be framed and 

given to their parents for Christmas  .Miss Gay took pictures, and we will enter them 

for a class project FFGC award.  Next month Miss Lynn will present a program on our  
State Flag.  Please come learn and have fun with us when we present this program.  

We meet the second Tuesday each 
month from 9:15--10:15 am at 

Starchild Academy. 

Chairman, Ann Todd 

We are off to a rousing start on leads for sponsorships for our 2016 Garden 

Fair!  This is such an important area to concentrate on to bring in more revenue 
for our scholarships and our other worth-while projects. We have new colorful, 
professional marketing materials, and coupled with the 40-page dynamic color 

program, we have a most impressive marketing package!.  

If you would take a moment, really just a moment, to think about that connec-

tion you have.  It might be... 

 A family member that works with a business that serves the community 

 A neighbor who is an accountant, plumber, banker, store owner 

 Your lawn maintenance company - the Garden Fair is the perfect advertising venue 

 Your dentist, vet, insurance agent, investment broker - these are competitive fields and our    

 rates are very economical 

 Who handles the management of your subdivision-they want to be a part of this community 

 endeavor!  (We have Sentry Management as a sponsor - who are the others?) 

 If you will send me a quick reply, I'll start the ball rolling, so that we can continue to  

 give back to our community 

Thanks for your help with our 11th Annual Garden Fair.  Together, we just keep getting better! 

Carole Montgomery Baird, Sponsorship Chair 

 Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc.  Dec 2015 

JUNIOR GARDENERS    

GARDEN FAIR SPONSORSHIPS 
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JANUARY 18, 2016 

Sanlando United Methodist Church, Longwood 

9:30 a.m.- 3:00 p.m.   

$25.00  

Please donate items for Silent Auction table.   

Set up is Sunday evening,  

January 17, 2016 - 7:00 p.m.   

We ask everyone to help set up, members, 

husbands, friends - Anyone that would l i k e 

to volunteer at the "Raffle Table" or 

"Silent Auction" or "Milly's Table", 

you are more than welcome to 

help.   

Ann Todd is in charge of the 

kitchen.   

   
District VII, Florida Federation of Garden Clubs 

FIELD TRIP TO ECHO (World Gardening) 
For a guided Tour of the Most Creative Working Farm 

you Will Ever Experience 
17391 Durrance Road North Fort Myers, FL 33917 

FFGC Members: $59 Non members: $65 
Thursday February 11, 2016 

Bus will leave from FFGC Headquarters at 7:45am 
And Clermont Walmart at 8:30am 

We will leave from other areas  
If we have enough members paid. 
Deli Box Lunch at Noon (choice of) 

1/2 sub roast beef, turkey, ham or veggie  
(provolone & fixings) 

Chips Cookie Pepsi, Diet Pepsi or Water 
Two hour tour Wear comfortable shoes. 

We will arrive home early evening. 
Reservations MUST be received by Friday January22. 

Questions 352-243-4035 
Payment due at time of reservation.  

This will be a sellout. Get your reservation in quickly. 
No refunds but if you need to cancel we will try to sell 

your trip to someone else 

Fun with Flowers:  

Cathey Bowers of the Winter Park 
Garden Club will demonstrate 
how to create holiday wreaths 
that can hang on a door or wall, 
or be used as a table centerpiece. 
Greens will be provided. Partici-
pants must bring own clippers.  

10 a.m. Friday,    December 11  

Winter Park Garden Club 

1300 S. Denning Drive 

Winter Park 

407-644-5770  

The fee is $25  

please pay by Friday, 4 December  
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November 

Meeting 

Photos 
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 Dec 2015 

BOARD MEETINGS 

First Monday of the Month September-May at 10:00 AM 

810 Fox Valley Drive, Longwood, Florida 

 

GENERAL MEETINGS 

Second Monday of the Month, September-May at 9:30 AM 

First Baptist Sweetwater Church 

3800 Wekiva Springs Road. Longwood. Florida  

 

HORTICULTURE GROUP MEETINGS 

Fourth Monday of October, February and April at 9:30 AM 

See the Calendar of Events for Location 

JUNIOR GARDENERS 

Second Tuesday of the Month at 9:00 AM 

FLORAL DESIGN 

Every Thursday at Hospice of the Comforter 12:30-3:00 PM 

Club Flower—Rose 

Club Bird—Cardinal 

We’re on the web! 

 www.swogc.org 

Member of National Garden Clubs, Inc. 

Deep South Region 

Florida Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc. 

District VII 

Lake, Orange, Osceola, Seminole & Sumter Counties 

Organized—January 9, 1974 

Federated—January 27, 1975 

Incorporated—September 14, 1992 

Mailing Address: 

P.O. Box 915233 

Longwood, Florida 32791 

 Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc. 

The purpose of Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club is the education of its members 

and the community in their relationship to horticulture, conservation and envi-

ronmental needs, as well as the art of floral design. 

If you know of a member who could use an extra kind thought,  

please contact me.  I prefer receiving the information by  

email, but please call if you don't have email access.    

 tombarhunt@aol.com          407-788-2020 

Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc. 


