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SMILE
It’s that time again.

PICTURE DAY!
February 9 ~ 9 a.m.
Meet at the Baptist church.
Please wear your Garden
Club polo shirt and neutral
color pants.

FEBRUARY PROGRAM—FIELD TRIP
Monday, February 9
Meet at Baptist church to carpool
9:30 Leave for UF/IFAS/
Univ. of FL Research Center
2725 S. Binion Rd, Apopka
Diane Mealo will give us a tour of the UF/IFAS Mid Florida R & E Center. Currently
research at the facility focuses on ornamental plant diseases, breeding, pest management, and marketing. Also studying breeding of grapes and recently initiated a
study of growing in Florida, supported by the local microbrew association.
Diane is inviting all of our scholarship students and some future students.
Directions: Make sure you enter SOUTH Binion Road. Located next to Orange
County’s Magnolia Park on the shores of Lake Apopka. Go to College of Agricultural
and Life Sciences Building. Just inside the lobby to the right – in the auditorium.
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PROGRAM SCHEDULE FOR GENERAL MEEINGS
March 9 Pruning—Ground & Up by Bob Hotaling
April 13 Leaf Printing by Pat James
May 11 Installation of Officers—Heathrow Country Club
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BOB’S CORNER
Wow! Is it just me or is time really flying this “winter?” It seems like
only yesterday I was pulling out tired fall veggie plants and starting to
recondition planting beds for spring planting. Now suddenly it’s been
28 days since starting new seedlings and they are into their secondary
leaves and in 14 days or so, will be ready to pop into the garden! Can
fresh vegetables and fruit be far behind?
Leaving the vegetable garden, it’s easy to see that many flowering bushes and plants
are putting out new growth and getting a bit out-of-bounds, but should I prune them
now? What if we get a late frost? Well, look at it this way, if a plant has new growth
now, it’s already susceptible to frosts/freezes so go ahead and consider pruning to improve shape and remove old wood starting now. Exceptions would be those plants
that are getting ready to put on their spring bloom…..wait until after the bloom for
pruning.
As plants awaken (as if they were ever asleep in this mild winter), they need a good
feeding to help them along. I like to use a slow release fertilizer so I’m not shocking
them. Think something like a shake and feed easily found at garden centers applied
right on top of any mulch layer.
After feeding, freshen the garden mulch as well. Don’t disturb the old mulch by turning or replacing as new plant feeder roots have established themselves in that mulch.
Just apply 1-2 inches of new mulch on top of the old, around the plants and up to 3
inches in more open areas. Be sure not to mulch all the way up to the stem or trunk
of a plant to avoid possible root rot. I lost a crepe myrtle last year by not observing
this important rule the previous few years. It does not take long….
Azaleas are either in bloom or soon will be and don’t forget to pull any organic buildup
away from the base of the plant after blooming. This simple task plus twice a year
feeding can add tens of years to the life of these wonderful plants. (Come see my
front yarden, the 100+ azaleas are putting on the best show in years!)
One last thought … while it’s good to try new things, stick with those plants (veg,
perennials and annuals) that you know work for you and which you enjoy harvesting. One year I grew bushels of okra only to find out neither Margie nor I cared
for it….but the flowers were beautiful! Did you ever try to give away a half
bushel of okra EVERY two days?
Okay, go forth and garden!
Bob, floridamastergardener@cfl.rr.com

February Horticulture Meeting
Theme: Late February in the Garden
February 22, 2014 Time: 10:00 AM
Bob’s Home: 104 Pineapple Lane, Altamonte Springs 32714
We will be looking at what’s going on and what is coming up in a typical “yarden.” We will also be
looking at what seeds/plants/transplants/propagation we should be considering. And as usual,
everyone will go home with something… I just don’t know what yet!
Dress for being outside.
-33

A Word from our President, Ann Todd
We learned so much about honey bees from Mr. Emde who presented our
January program. He made the program more interesting by telling us how
he got into the bee business. He told us about all the beautiful orange
groves that vanished during the freezing weather we experienced in the
1980's.
Thank you to the club members, especially Joan and John Lasek; the card
party was a great success. Joan always does a fantastic job from the start
to the very end. We had some really nice merchandise for the drawing. A garage sale
will be held to finish what was left from the card party.
The club members are having fun each Thursday taking Margaret's floral design
classes. The members will be ready to enter the Garden Fair floral design show in
March. The class is still open for anyone who would like to attend.
Ellen still has open spots in the Garden Fair. If your time is limited, there are always
small jobs that need to be filled.
Inspiration: What I know for sure is that what you give comes back to you ~
Oprah Winfrey

CARD PARTY
The Card Party Committee would like to thank everyone that participated in the card party and its success. Thanks for donations of
money, items, time and hard work. Thanks to our husbands for
helping in the set up; we do appreciate them. We sold one hundred
and sixteen tickets. We made approximately $4600.00. Thanks to
Ann Todd and her kitchen crew, to Mary DeVaney and Sharon LaneCrouch for their Raffle Table and the beautiful items donated by
Patty Scott, Barbara Defendorf, and Tom MacCubbin.
Hillary,
Rhonda, Judy and Joy for the our morning refreshments. Everyone job well done!!
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GARDEN FAIR
10th Anniversary Garden Fair Promises to be a Record Year!
The Garden Fair Committee has been very successful in securing community
support to make our 10th anniversary a big success. We are less than a
month out from the Sunday, March 8th event day! We are grateful to our
long-time patron and event supporter Harriett Lake, and this year
Meredith McWaters has brought in Sundance Marketing as an in-kind
sponsor to cover one of our biggest expenses, the program printing. A
number of our loyal sponsors have also stepped up to increase their
sponsorship level including Star Child Academy, Cheri Blackmon and
Sweetwater Oaks Homeowners Association. Marjorie Abbas, Hillary Courson, Joan
Lasek, Carole Montgomery and Cyndi Nelson have done a great job with advertisers
and sponsors.
An exciting addition to the Garden Fair this year will be the addition of the Sweetwater
Wekiva Farmer’s Market. The Farmer’s Market will be joining the SWOGC Garden Fair
as an event partner. This partnership will allow us to diversify our vendor offering for
attendees, bring in additional revenue for the fair and help the Farmer’s Market promote their weekly events. Jill Ogden and Gail Arena have done a wonderful job diversifying vendors, and we will have everything from orchids, plumerias, roses and uncommon native plants. Something for everyone! In an effort to attract more families
to our event, Rosalene Feller has done a great job expanding the children’s area to include many hands on activities including: a butterfly tent from Butterfly Release Company, a hands-on craft area sponsored by Home Depot, birds of prey from The Avian
Reconditioning Center as well as music, a face painter and a clown. Great fun to attract young families and increase shoppers.
Weeks out from the event day, we need all members to do the following:
At the Monday, February 9th General meeting:
Wear your club shirt and apron for the 9 a.m. group picture
Sign up for a volunteer shift at the fair
Consider making a personal donation for the program. If you signed up previously,
please make payment on Monday.
Do you have event yard signs from 2013?? We need you to post them again this year.
Please let Ellen know if you have signs
Take posters and flyers to post in our community to promote event
Help us get the word out about the event
Please feel free to contact me if you have ideas on how you can
Ellen O’Connor
Ellen@mclaughlinellen.com
954-461-6141
5

help.

JUNIOR GARDENERS
The January Junior Gardener's program was presented by Miss Janet on
learning how to draw Woodsy the Owl. The thirty 4K kindergarten class
was invited to join in the program. Miss Janet gave such simple instruction on how to create Woodsy that even the kindergarten
students drawings were easily recognized. The program
was educational and fun for the students, club members
and especially Louise Gould when she showed her art talents by drawing her look-alike Woodsy. The parents of the Junior
Gardeners were really pleased with the plaques Min helped the students make for their Christmas presents.
January Volunteers were Marge Lynch, Barbara Hunt and Louise
Gould
We meet the second Tuesday each month at 9:30 at Starchild Academy. Come join
the fun one month.
Chairman, Ann Todd

GARDEN CLUB POLO SHIRTS
Please contact Rae Martin
to purchase a polo shirt.
407-869-1137
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FLORAL DESIGN
Our floral design classes have been going very well. We have 10 very
enthusiastic members and 3 members from other clubs joining us. In
the first 3 units they have been learning the basics shapes, styles and
mechanics of floral design. The next 3 classes will cover creating floral
designs for table settings, using accessories and features with a floral
design and how to interpret a theme using the knowledge that was
gained in the previous classes.
I hope you have been viewing the photos of the classes with the link that
Gay has sent you. We would love to have you come and join us for the lecture beginning at 9:00 am to 11:30 am. This will give you idea of what can be learned in these
classes. The cost is $15.00 for session or $30.00 for all three remaining lectures. If
you have taken these classes before, this would be a good opportunity to refresh. The
classes are being held at the Sweetwater Oaks Community Center; the schedule and
list of instructors are listed below.
February 5th

Floral Design Unit 5

Lorraine Gabler – Eustis

February 12th

Floral Design Unit 6

Penney Decker – Ormond

We hope you will take advantage of this opportunity and join us. Please email or call
this chairman if you have any questions.
Margaret Kirkpatrick
Floral Design Chairman
407 399 8230
mmaui@cfl.rr.com
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Card Party
January 19
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Mailing Address:

Member of National Garden Clubs, Inc.

P.O. Box 915233
Longwood, Florida 32791

Deep South Region
Florida Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc.
District VII

Club Flower—Rose
Club Bird—Cardinal

Lake, Orange, Osceola, Seminole & Sumter Counties
Organized—January 9, 1974

We’re on the web!
www.swogc.org

Federated—January 27, 1975
Incorporated—September 14, 1992

If you know of a member who could use an extra kind
thought, please contact me. I prefer receiving the information by email, but please call if you don't have email access. Rosalene Feller
rmfeller48@gmail.com or 407.718.0612

The purpose of Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club is the education of its members and the community in their relationship to horticulture, conservation
and environmental needs, as well as the art of floral design.

Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc. Meeting Schedule
BOARD MEETINGS
First Monday of the Month September-May at 10:00 AM
810 Fox Valley Drive, Longwood, Florida
GENERAL MEETINGS
Second Monday of the Month, September-May at 9:30 AM
First Baptist Sweetwater Church
3800 Wekiva Springs Road. Longwood. Florida
HORTICULTURE GROUP MEETINGS
Fourth Monday of October, February and April at 9:30 AM
See the Calendar of Events for Location
JUNIOR GARDENERS
Second Tuesday of the Month at 9:00 AM
FLORAL DESIGN
Every Thursday at Hospice of the Comforter 12:30-3:00 PM
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