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SEXY SUCCULENTS THAT CAN TAKE THE HEAT
Kristin Patagas, co-owner of Hortus Oasis, Winter Park. Kristin is a horticulturist, a Florida Certified Landscape designer, a member of the Association
of Professional Landscape Designers and the Garden Writers Association. In
2000 she completed 18 years of service with Walt Disney World Resort. Her
area of expertise includes residential and specialty garden design, topiaries,
container gardening, hanging baskets, water gardens, wildlife gardens,
herbs, and environmentally wise gardening. Kristin will show us how to use
succulents in our landscape and in containers for the patio. They are the
ideal garden bed companions for our Central Florida landscapes and containers. These plants can take just about anything you can throw at them. Discover a variety of forms, textures and colors as well as their gifts of blooms
and sometimes fragrance. Learn how to design, choose and care for these
party animals that will rock your garden world. Handouts are provided.
Don't miss this fantastic program!
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"Creating a Tropical Shade Garden"
Speaker: Keri Byrum Assistant Director of Harry P. Leu Gardens
Annual Installation of Officers and Luncheon at Heathrow Country Club.
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A Word from our President
Candidates running for president of the United States know there is
one very important thing that will help them achieve their goals during the primaries. They understand that the more people who actually
vote makes for a better chance of doing well. So, secondary to their
message, they urge people to get out and vote.
The Garden Fair is only a few days from now. Many have worked hard
to prepare for the event. At this point, the most important thing that
will add to the success of the fair is for every member to attend and
to bring someone. Let's distribute the fliers. Invite our neighbors. The more people, the
more successful the fair will be.
We have a variety of vendors who have committed to our event. They are eager to return year after year as long as the garden fair is successful from their point of view.
The more traffic/sales, the better. As members of SWOGC, we can add to the fun and
excitement of the day by visiting the exhibits and giving them a little business. It is a
great opportunity to pick up orchids, roses and other plants, garden accessories, lunch,
fresh veggies from the market, view the floral designs and attend the activities in the
speakers tent. Speakers are energized by crowds, so let's fill the chairs.
It is true that many of us will be working, but it is also possible that there may be a
few minutes to get away and experience the fair, which is what I hope each of you
will do. Plans have been made so our guests will have a delightful day, but let's not
forget to enjoy it as well.
Your president and gardening friend,
Bernadine Delafield
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WAYS & MEANS
ATTENTION: Our next plant sale will be held on Saturday, March 12th at

106 Knollcrest Drive, Longwood 32779. This is the home of Claire Griffis who
is a fairly new member and has very graciously agreed to hold our plant sale during the Sweetwater Oaks Community Sale! This venue draws lots of activity so
traffic should be heavy. Please note that we will be preparing for the sale on Friday, March 11th. I realize that the growing season for plants is a
challenge during our winter months but donate what you can.
Also, if you are able to help with the sale, let me know what you would like to do…
help on the 11th or 12th with table set up, labeling plants with prices, assist on day
of sale with the cash drawer or whatever is needed. Please send your thoughts to
Karen @ k.forrest@cruiseone.com or Marjorie Abbas @emabbas@earthlink.net.
Guidelines for growing
1) Please use healthy soil

plants,

donating

plants

or

supplies

for

growing

the

plants…

2) Mark your plant with it’s name
3) Provide info such as…native/non-native, drought-tolerant, cold/heat, sun or shade
4) Provide picture of plant if it is not in bloom – if possible.
5) Extra pots of all sizes, plastic plant trays for transporting
6) Give of yourself to help set up , help with selling, help with clean-up
7) Stop by and purchase our plants knowing that you are supporting your club through it’s endeavors to make our community a better place to live.
We are Florida gardeners and members of a garden club who have the skills to …
• cultivate many new cuttings from an overgrown plant and be proud of yourself for having done so!
• collect seeds from an herb garden, butterfly garden or wild flower garden
• nurse back to health that once-thriving potted plant from doctor’s office that no one took pity on…
• Last but not least…commit and begin now to donate or grow plants for our next plant sale!
I ask you…”If not us, then who?”
If you know of anyone willing to participate in hosting our plant sale during this or future neighborhood garage sales, please contact Karen Forrest at k.forrest@cruiseone.com, Marjorie Abbas at
emabbas@earthlink.net or Bernie Delafield at bcdelafield@gmail.com. We have the months of
March, April and May remaining before we close for the summer to make some money. Hope to
hear from lots of our members soon!

Weeds are tall and Weeds are tough,
Many weeds grow Spring thru Fall!
Weeds to my left and Weeds to my right
Weeds galore… This is my plight!
So, thank goodness for my floodlight
As I weed through the night!

Respectfully submitted by Karen Forrest,
Ways & Means Committee and members: Marjorie Abbas, Arlene Polacheck, Audrey Karwandy
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BOB’S CORNER
It is wonderful how sitting in a peaceful garden can elevate the senses!
Colors seem more vibrant; plants can be overheard talking to each
other; light breezes make subtle changes in dispositions; and, the mind
wanders…perhaps back to the earliest childhood memories.
One misty, moisty morning
when cloudy was the weather ….
I chanced to meet an old man dressed all in leather.
He began to compliment and I began to grin…
how-do-you-do, how-do-you-do, and how-do-you-do, again!

…Now that’s not the whole poem (it gets quite “randy” further along) but it is the way
my Grandmother taught it to me while sitting on an old wooden chair (me on her lap)
as my grandfather hand-tilled the garden rows.
It always amazes me what can be
found in a garden!
Yesterday, I pruned hibiscus…it hurt to cut off the blooms but the top 1/3 had to go in
order for the plant to retain its bushy appearance. I also started sticking some rooted
annuals into my “woods” area and pruned up a few low branches on a crepe myrtle and
ligustrum in preparation for the annual ritual of “hanging out of orchids”…wow! are they
ever blooming! The corn I sowed into four 15 foot rows last week has germinated. Tomatoes, cucumbers and squash are ready to transplant into their beds the first week of
March. The peas, lettuce, cauliflower, broccoli, pole beans and cabbage are producing
abundantly and great for “garden grazing” but I must admit that coleslaw twice a day
for the last month is starting to wear on me!
There is a new garden product from Bayer for use on lawns that I will
be putting out on the front yard later today. It is 3-in-1 product that
is guaranteed to last up to 6 months where Bonus S is only good for
three months. The 3-in-1 includes a fertilizer, weed control and weed
killer and should be great for St Augustine lawns…it is not rated for
use on Bahia grass so read the label carefully and use only as directed.
One last thing and it is a WARNING! Cloudless days with spring
breezes are Chamber of Commerce favorites but do have a rapid
drying effect on all garden beds and especially potted plants. Be
sure to check for proper moisture by inserting a finger two
inches into the soil…if it comes out dry, it is time to water. As an example, I
am watering some areas and pots twice a day when the wind is particularly
strong.
So, enjoy March! Enjoy our Garden Fair and all the other Spring
events in our area and don’t forget to “compliment” and certainly to
“grin!”
Bob

floridamastergardener@cfl.rr.com
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FLORAL DESIGN
The Spring holidays are around the corner and so is our Spring Floral Design Workshop. The workshop will be held on March 24th from 9:30 am
to 11:00 am at the Sweetwater Community Center, 870 Fox Valley Drive,
Longwood. Please sign up at the March General meeting or call/email
this chairmen if you would like to attend. We need to have an accurate
count to make sure we have enough containers and flowers for everyone.
The cost is free unless you sign up and then do not show up without calling to cancel in advance. If that happens, you will be charged $10 to cover expenses.
Join us and create your very own Spring bouquet for your home.
We had a great ending to our floral design series
that we presented this year. Instructor Penney
Decker took our students to another level of creativity with Unit 9.
Included are some photos of
the student designs. They all did a fantastic job!
Congratulations to all who participated.
Happy Designing, Margaret
mmaui@cfl.rr.com

407 399 8230
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JUNIOR GARDENERS
The February program was presented by Pam Frisbey on Reptiles and
Amphibian and Manatees. The students are always interested in stories
about alligators.
A number of the students have visited Gatorland so
there were stories about the alligator wresting show. Miss
Pam compared the growth of human teeth to the alligator.
The humans get two sets of teeth in a lifetime, but the alligator can grow 300 teeth in their lifetime. She talked about
poisonous and nonpoisonous snakes and gave an example of the coral
snake. Miss Pam talked about the manatee being the Florida state mammal symbol. They have to live in 65 degree water. Their lungs are as long as their
body.
The craft for the program was making Valentines.
We reviewed the mocking bird, sabal palm tree, orange blossom flower and the state
flag symbols. The students raised their hands to let us know they remembered the
state symbols.
Volunteers for February were Barbara Hunt, Vanita Bulsara and her sister and Pam
Frisbey.
We meet the second Tuesday each month from 9:15 to 10:15am at Starchild Academy. The March program will be presented by Barbara Hunt on sea shells. You are
welcome to come learn with us about these beautiful shells.
Junior Gardener Chairman, Ann Todd

Garden Fair
It’s hard to believe after all these months The Garden Fair is only 6 days
away. And what a Garden Fair it will be. Just a few of the changes........
We now have an entryway that is both welcoming and beautiful. The
Grand Opening is at 11am, hosted by Jim Paine of WESH 2. The very talented May Rybak is performing The National Anthem and more. New
canopies house the Silent Auction and the Raffle items. You’ll find the new Speakers’
Tent down by the Community Center. It will house the celebrity speakers and in the
afternoon will host our First Annual Moderated Floral
Arts Demonstration.
Be early so you can get a
seat! And come hungry - this year the selection of
food booths is awesome. Save the date, Sunday,
March 6,10am until 4pm.
See you at The Fair.
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SPECIAL REQUEST
for Camp Wekiwa for 2016
Container caps/bottle caps
if it fits a container/bottle save it!
All sizes are needed for the 2016 Summer Camp for
the arts and craft folks
Please give to Joan Lasek at
SWOGC Meetings. Thanks.
Flower Show. The Florida Federation of Garden Clubs presents the 2016 Advanced Standard State Flower Show, “Seeds of Sunshine,”
from April 17-19, 2016 in conjunction with its
90th Annual Convention. The event will be held
at Embassy Suites Hotel, 4955 Kings Heath
Road, Kissimmee, FL.
Show includes floral design, horticulture, and
educational exhibits. Open on Sunday 4-7:30
p.m., Monday 10 a.m.–5 p.m., and Tuesday 10
a.m.-3 p.m. in the Magnolia Ballroom. Free,
open to the public. 407-399-8230

Spring Game Day Fundraiser
Thursday, April 21, 2016 10 AM until 3 PM
DeBary Golf & Country Club
Play any Game of your choice, Tables for 4, 5 and 6
Buffet Lunch, Silent Auction, Bake Sale, Door Prizes and
An Amazing Trunk Show By
Tickets $27 per person
To benefit our Charities
Bags of Hope CF/Kids Club
New Hope for Kids
Join us for a Fun Day of
Games, Food, Prizes, and last
but best SHOPPING….

Reservation Information: Get your playing partners
together. Each table captain should collect monies
and send names and checks payable to CF Spokes to:
Diane Winterhoff,
391 Glen Abbey Lane,
DeBary, FL 32713
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Mailing Address:

Member of National Garden Clubs, Inc.

P.O. Box 915233
Longwood, Florida 32791

Deep South Region
Florida Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc.
District VII

Club Flower—Rose
Club Bird—Cardinal

Lake, Orange, Osceola, Seminole & Sumter Counties
Organized—January 9, 1974

We’re on the web!
www.swogc.org

Federated—January 27, 1975
Incorporated—September 14, 1992

If you know of a member who could use an extra kind thought,
please contact me. I prefer receiving the information by
email, but please call if you don't have email access.
tombarhunt@aol.com
407-788-2020

The purpose of Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club is the education of its members
and the community in their relationship to horticulture, conservation and environmental needs, as well as the art of floral design.

Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc. Meeting Schedule
BOARD MEETINGS
First Monday of the Month September-May at 10:00 AM
810 Fox Valley Drive, Longwood, Florida
GENERAL MEETINGS
Second Monday of the Month, September-May at 9:30 AM
First Baptist Sweetwater Church
3800 Wekiva Springs Road. Longwood. Florida
HORTICULTURE GROUP MEETINGS
Fourth Monday of October, February and April at 9:30 AM
See the Calendar of Events for Location
JUNIOR GARDENERS
Second Tuesday of the Month at 9:00 AM
FLORAL DESIGN
Every Thursday at Hospice of the Comforter 12:30-3:00 PM
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