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Thank you to all the members that helped make the Card
Party a success! You worked so hard setting up on Sunday.
Ann Todd and her kitchen crew worked to give the players
and helpers a great lunch and breakfast. Some of the members stayed late on Sunday and Monday to help with the
work. Husbands did a great job setting up. We really appreciate all the hard work. This takes a lot of folks to bring it all
together.
We sold more tickets to non-members than we sold to members???? Gayle
reported that we profited $3100.00. I do not have the exact figures from
each section, but here are the figures I do have. $131.00 for Silent Auction
- $560.00 for Raffle. We sold approximately 95 at $25.00 each. Bottom
line is $3,100.00 profit.
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PROGRAM
"Help… We Are Being Invaded"
Speaker: Elizabeth Stevens, SERVE Coordinator with the Seminole County Watershed Management Div.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
BOARD MEETING

2

3

4
BD Carolyn Robinson

5

6

12

13

19

20

BD Bernie Delafield
Ellen O’Connor

BD Sarah Hall

26

27

Hospice
7

8
GENERAL MEETING

9

10

11

Junior Gardeners

BD Freida Stratton

GROUP PICTURE

Hospice
14

15

16
BD Gennifer Miles

17

18

BD Mary Beth Peavy

Hospice
21
Camp Wekiva
Open House

22
BD Bob Hotaling

23

24

25

W.P. G.C. Game Day

Hospice
28

March 14
April 11
May 9

29

FLORAL DESIGN
Joan Lasek

HOSPITALITY for meeting
Joyce Anderson
Barbara Hunt
Patty Scott

"Sexy Succulents Take the Heat! Tips for Success "
Kristen Pategas & husband Steven are the owners of Hortus Oasis
"Creating a Tropical Shade Garden"
Speaker: Keri Byrum Assistant Director of Harry P. Leu Gardens
Annual Installation of Officers and Luncheon at the Heathrow Country Club.
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A Word from our President
It was one of those hot summer days in Texas when we visited the historic
town of Fredericksburg. A shaded bench along the sidewalk beckoned me. How
nice it would feel to sit and rest my feet, I thought. It was then that I noticed a
handwritten verse on the storefront window in front of me. It read,
“She stood in the storm.
And when the wind did not blow her away,
She adjusted her sails.”
I pondered the meaning of its message. It seemed to describe women who exhibit great strength and courage in trying times. Instead of “throwing in the towel” and giving up
when circumstances are overwhelming, they adjust by picking themselves up from the heap
There are those days, not so rare right now as we are preparing for our biggest fundraiser of the
year, that our stamina is tested. Even with the best planning, there will be problems to solve and
obstacles to overcome right up to the event. Resetting our sails may be necessary, but we are resilient during the flurry of activities. We will rise triumphant as every club member has been faithful
to the cause.
So it was with the Card Party. Not long before the event, there was some concern that ticket sales
were down from last year. But in spite of that probability, organizers kept focused on a successful
party and were rewarded with the usual number of attendees.
The same will happen with the
Garden Fair.
February is going to be a very busy month of preparation. Likewise, our meeting on February 8 will
be full and fun! Please make every effort to be present for a group picture at 11:40 am in the
church parking lot. Shirts will be available during the social hour for those who wish to purchase
one. It is our goal that all be dressed alike for the picture. It would be more than wonderful if all 86
of us were in the picture!
Selecting a nominating committee is another important activity of the February general meeting.
Please think about it now so you will be prepared to nominate a qualified person to serve.
If possible, arrive early to visit the sign-up table where there will be opportunities to carpool to the
FFGC Convention in April, volunteer to be a hostess for two hours of the convention, and learn other
news and activities of our club by viewing the announcement screen. The library will be open with
reading opportunities. We haven't met at the Baptist Church since November so we have missed
participating in the 50/50. Come prepared to enjoy these activities plus the program planned for
the day.
I sincerely thank each one who is working so diligently to assure the success of club activities.
So many are committed. Yeah!
Your president and gardening friend,
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GAME DAY PHOTOS

Gretchen Smith & Sharron Lane-Crouch

Our amazing kitchen crew: Mary Clay, Ann Todd, Lois Silverberg, Cheryl Richards, Pam Frisby & Barb Hunt

Pam Hamburg & Laurie Kennedy

Linda Schnaufer

Barbara Defendorf

Barbara Becker won the beautiful glass done by Barbara Defendorf

Penny Durham
Money Tree winner Joyce Anderson
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HORTICULTURE
It’s time to order seed catalogs; some of you may already have had some
come by mail. They are fun to look at, and they will provide you with
knowledge on proper plant names. They are usually free, and you can go on
the internet for ordering. When you get them, look for plants in “zone 9”
before ordering. This is the proper zone for central Florida, and the
plants will do well here. So watch what you are ordering.
Some sites to take a peek at are as follows:
www.selectseeds.com
plants)

(which have rare heirloom choice seeds and

www.eburgess.com

(has trees, veggies, foliage plants and flowers)

You can also go to your favorite big-box store in the garden center for
their seed display. Ace Hardware also has a great seed display as
well as plants right outside it’s store in Apopka.
Sometimes you get very few seeds in that package of seeds you are
buying. But there are always new interesting varieties to try to grow,
and that is the fun of it all.
The
killing frost may be coming. Watch the forecast for warnings. Tender plants
can be covered with sheets or frost-cloths. If it happens that the cold has touched your
plants, leave them alone till the end of February or the beginning of March. You can
cut them back to the green part of the plant at that time. If you cut them back too
soon, we may get more cold weather and it will hurt your plant times two. Once you
cut it back, it will grow back. I cut a Pinwheel Jasmine to the ground, and it took a long
time, but it did come back to life again. For those who just moved here, I have seen in
ten years, 2 days to 2 weeks of below freezing temperatures. It is not so much the
temperature but “how long” it stays at that cold temperature that hurts the plants, usually more than four hours.
Louise Gould, Horticulture Chair

GROUP PICTURE
It’s that time again.

PICTURE DAY!
February 8 at the Baptist church.
Please wear your Garden Club polo shirt and neutral color pants.
Contact Rae Martin to purchase a shirt.
407-869-1137
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FLORAL DESIGN
The Advance Floral Design classes are going very
well; the members who have attended have
learned and have created some fantastic designs.
The last floral design class will be February 4th and
Penney Decker will be our instructor. Students will
be creating a creative design with a title. We hope
you will take the opportunity to attend the morning
lecture and demonstration.
Happy Designing, Margaret

This design represents “fire.”

BOB’S CORNER
Let’s brush up on a few horticulture terms that are often confusing to some.
HUMUS: A fairly stable, complex molecule consisting of carbon, oxygen, nitrogen and
hydrogen. The final product of decomposition or composting; absorbs up to 6 times its weight in water; swells when
wet and shrinks when dry thus fluffing and “tilling” the soil
naturally. In a balanced pH (7), the strong negative oxygen atoms in humus attract positively charged potassium, calcium,
magnesium, ammonium, copper, zinc and manganese making
them digestible to plant roots.
MINING MINERALS: Plant roots and soil organisms secrete
mild acids and enzymes that extract atomic elements needed to
build tissue and fuel metabolism. In a natural ecosystem, these
elements are husbanded with great care and recycled over and
over again.
EPSOM SALTS: Magnesium Sulfate is often touted as a cure all fertilizer for all kinds
of plants. In reality it’s a mineral and only truly effects the ability of a plant to fully accomplish photosynthesis. If leaves are less than dark green, it may be a result of insufficient photosynthesis and using Epsom salts around the plant may assist in replenishing nice green growth. Give it a week or two to take effect and if there is
no change, look elsewhere for the problem...perhaps an iron deficiency or a
root issue. Remember, a large part of the energy a plant gets via photosynthesis is used to create exudates from the roots that are so important in the soil
food web chain. For instance, a worm infested root (think knot nematode and
tomato) can no longer produce exudates and the leaves can lose
their green as a result. All this stuff is fun if you take the time to
follow the “soap opera” occurring all the time!
Bob Hotaling floridamastergardener@cfl.rr.com
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JUNIOR GARDENERS
The January Junior Gardener's program was presented by
Lynn Griffis on the Florida flag as well as a poster on the
flag. Miss Lynn made a poster with important symbols of
Florida such as the mockingbird, Sabal palm tree and orange blossom flower. Then Miss Lynn taught about Florida.
The students used their fingers to follow different places up
and down the map of the Florida coast. Most of the students knew the location of Tallahassee and that it is the capital. They were
quick to point to Orlando on the map. The students learned red stripes
were later added to the original white flag with the emblem in the middle of
the flag. They learned the Atlantic ocean is on the east coast and the gulf is
on the west coast.
The craft of the program was a cut-out of the drummer boy. Pam Hamburg showed the students
where the cut-out pieces fit together to complete the drummer boy. These students are so eager
to learn it really is fun to work with them.
We meet the second Tuesday each month at 9:15—10:15am at Starchild Academy. Come join us
one month.
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SPECIAL REQUEST
for Camp Wekiwa for 2016
Container caps/bottle caps
if it fits a container/bottle save it!

District VII, Florida Federation of Garden Clubs
FIELD TRIP TO ECHO (World Gardening)
For a guided Tour of the Most Creative Working Farm
you Will Ever Experience
17391 Durrance Road North Fort Myers, FL 33917
FFGC Members: $59 Non members: $65
Thursday February 11, 2016
Bus will leave from FFGC Headquarters at 7:45am
And Clermont Wal-Mart at 8:30am
We will leave from other areas
If we have enough members paid.
Deli Box Lunch at Noon (choice of)
1/2 sub roast beef, turkey, ham or veggie
(provolone & fixings)
Chips Cookie Pepsi, Diet Pepsi or Water
Two hour tour Wear comfortable shoes.
We will arrive home early evening.
Reservations MUST be received by Friday January22.
Questions 352-243-4035
Payment due at time of reservation.
This will be a sellout. Get your reservation in quickly.
No refunds but if you need to cancel we will try to sell
your trip to someone else

All sizes are needed for the 2016 Summer Camp for
the arts and craft folks
Please give to Joan Lasek at
SWOGC Meetings. Thanks.
Unique Tropical Fruit Species and
Varieties for Central Florida Gardens:
Audrey Jones, President/Director of Central Florida Fruit
Society will educate us on tropical, subtropical and temperate fruit species that can be grown in our area with
minor or moderate maintenance. Most people haven't
heard of these unique plants or which variety is possible
to fruit. 10 a.m. Wednesday, February 10; Winter Park
Garden Club, 1300 S. Denning Drive, Winter Park.
407-644-5770.
Free.
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Mailing Address:

Member of National Garden Clubs, Inc.

P.O. Box 915233
Longwood, Florida 32791

Deep South Region
Florida Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc.
District VII

Club Flower—Rose
Club Bird—Cardinal

Lake, Orange, Osceola, Seminole & Sumter Counties
Organized—January 9, 1974

We’re on the web!
www.swogc.org

Federated—January 27, 1975
Incorporated—September 14, 1992

If you know of a member who could use an extra kind thought,
please contact me. I prefer receiving the information by
email, but please call if you don't have email access.
tombarhunt@aol.com
407-788-2020

The purpose of Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club is the education of its members
and the community in their relationship to horticulture, conservation and environmental needs, as well as the art of floral design.

Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc. Meeting Schedule
BOARD MEETINGS
First Monday of the Month September-May at 10:00 AM
810 Fox Valley Drive, Longwood, Florida
GENERAL MEETINGS
Second Monday of the Month, September-May at 9:30 AM
First Baptist Sweetwater Church
3800 Wekiva Springs Road. Longwood. Florida
HORTICULTURE GROUP MEETINGS
Fourth Monday of October, February and April at 9:30 AM
See the Calendar of Events for Location
JUNIOR GARDENERS
Second Tuesday of the Month at 9:00 AM
FLORAL DESIGN
Every Thursday at Hospice of the Comforter 12:30-3:00 PM
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