
  

 

 

Summer edition 
June   2015 

The “Welcome Back Coffee” will be held 

Monday, August 31, 2015, at Gretchen 

Smith’s home.  Joan Lasek  will be sending 

out the invitations.  If anyone wants an in-

vitation sent to someone, please contact  

Joan and give her their name & address.    

407-889-7210 

jml424@cfl.rr.com 

 

President    Bernie Delafield 

1st VP     Margaret Kirkpatrick & Mary Beth Peavy 

2nd VP     Cynthia Nelson & Cheryl Richards 

3rd VP     Joan Lasek &Joy Striker  

Recording Sec’y   Joyce Anderson 

Corresponding Sec’y    Barb Hunt 

Treasurer    Gayle Lashley & Farrell Culberson 

OFFICERS 2015-2016 

SWEETWATER OAKS 

GARDEN CLUB 
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August 
Our first board meeting will be  

Monday     August 3, 2015 

NEW INFORMATION FOR THE YEARBOOK? 

This is a reminder to all members to check the current yearbook to be sure 

your name, street address, and your email address are spelled cor-

rectly.  Also check if your birth date is listed in the right place (only month & 

day needed) 

If you’ve provided only one phone number, please let us know if it is your 

home number or cell phone, since text messages can only be sent to cell 

phones.  Provide your spouse or partner’s name if you would like it listed as we did 

last year. 

Email any corrections, changes and ideas on how to improve the yearbook to 

2015 YEAR-END DONTRIBUTIONS 

Central Florida Zoo    $  250.00 

Friends of Lake Apopka         100.00 

The Nature Conservancy          80.00 

Friends of Wekiva River         150.00 

University of Florida Scholarships   12,000.00 

Wekiva Youth Camp Scholarships     1,630.00 

Wekiva Wilderness Trust         100.00 

FFGC SEEK           100.00 

 

TOTAL      $14,410.00 
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POLLINATOR WEEK   June 15—21  

Three out of every four 
flowering plants rely on 
pollinators like bees, but-
terflies and humming-
birds. 

But sadly, pollinators 
are on the decline 
worldwide. 

Since Pollinator Week 
is June 15-21, there's 
no better time to reward 
these hard workers for 
all they do than by turn-
ing your yard or garden 
into a welcoming haven 
for bees, butterflies and 
hummingbirds. 

And, here are a few tips 
to attract these helpful 
friends to your garden: 

1. Honeybees pollinate 

about one-third of all 
crops in the United 
States and contribute 
roughly $15 billion a 
year to the economy. 
Honeybees and 
smaller native bees 
have somewhat 
shorter tongues than 
bumblebees, so they'll 
appreciate tightly 
packed clusters of tiny 
flowers and shallow 
blossoms like some 
milkweeds, spirea, 
goldenrod and phlox. 

2. Bats are hard at work 

while you're asleep, 
so consider night-
blooming plants in ad-
dition to day-
bloomers. Install a bat 
box on a nearby tree 
to encourage bats to 
take up residence in 
your yard. 

3. Hummingbirds love 

brightly colored, tubu-
lar flowers. Native red 
trumpet honeysuckle 
and many types of 
columbine are a favor-
ite. When blooms are 
few, supplement flow-
ers with feeders filled 
with nectar water. 
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Background of Pollinator Week 

 
Pollinator Week was initiated and is managed by the Pollinator Partnership. 
 
Eight years ago the U.S. Senate’s unanimous approval and designation of a week in June as 
“National Pollinator Week” marked a necessary step toward addressing the urgent issue of declining 
pollinator populations.  Pollinator Week has now grown to be an international celebration of the valu-
able ecosystem services provided by bees, birds, butterflies, bats and beetles. The growing concern 
for pollinators is a sign of progress, but it is vital that we continue to maximize our collective ef-
fort.  The U.S. Secretary of Agriculture signs the proclamation every year. 
 
The Pollinator Partnership is also proud to announce that June 15-21, 2015 has been designated 

National Pollinator Week by the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

 
Pollinating animals, including bees, birds, butterflies, bats, beetles and oth-
ers, are vital to our delicate ecosystem, supporting terrestrial wildlife, provid-
ing healthy watershed, and more. Therefore, Pollinator Week is a week to 
get the importance of pollinators’ message out to as many people as possi-
ble. It's not too early to start thinking about an event at your school, garden, 
church, store, etc. Pollinators positively effect all our lives- let's SAVE them 
and CELEBRATE them!  

http://www.pollinator.org/PDFs/USDASecretary.pdf
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MAY LUNCHEON  

Woman of he year   ——  Ellen O’Connor 
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     For those who have had the call of the garden, hey, it’s hot out there!  Put on 

something cool, wet it, put wet bandanas around your forehead and neck and then 

go prune.  Most of       Florida’s  palms and citrus have gigantic thorns, as do 

other Florida fauna, so wear your bike helmet and rose gloves that go to your 

elbows to trim any of that spine covered plant material.  I have found first and foremost that  

to define a “perennial” is:  a plant, had it lived, would have bloomed year after year.  Anything 

in my yard that does not make the Florida winters are now called “annuals”.  Some of my yard 

turned brown after our late February frost and I’m still cleaning up the mess. 

     I’m going native!  I find that any native plants that I have did well, they lived!  I will try my 

best to stick to native plant species and the rest of those crisp brown plants are getting 

kicked to the curb!  The best color is from annuals.  Don’t forget to dead head the spent flow-

ers, so you can enjoy the color all season long.  If they are not doing well at this time, toss 

them and move on to the flowering plants that can take extreme heat.  At the end of each 

month, Tom MacCubbin prints in the Orlando Sentinel what to plant each month….very helpful. 

     A word about weeds:  It seems that I cannot get around my house fast enough.  Climbing- 

vine weeds are growing so high they are covering the white bird of paradise and the lime tree.  

They will be engulfing my home shortly.  What’s up with that?  You need to get to these  nas-

ties before they flower or they will throw out their little seeds in a ring of new plants for you 

to be weeding.  I had some weeds in my patio garden and used a product that was supposed to 

discourage weeds from growing……well, I got more weeds.  What was in there, fertilizer for 

weeds? 

     What will be happening this year?  Our Horticulture  Group will visit  four gardens.   The 

group will start on Tuesday, October 27th 2015 at the garden of Karen Forrest.  Yes, that was 

a Tuesday  folks, as there is a conflict on the Monday.  The time will be from 10:00 to 11:30.  

We will walk the garden and discuss any gardening questions you may have. 

     The other gardens will be the last Monday of the month that you may choose, as we are 

looking for a few volunteers to share their gardens with us.  

     Call or e-mail me if you would like to participate to be one of the gardens we visit.  All up-

dates will be in the newsletter.  

Louise Gould, Horticulture Chairperson, 

 407-494-9832 

 raglpg47@hotmail.com  

HORTICULTURE 


