
  

 The SWOGC Card Party Committee would like to thank 
everyone that contributed to our successful day. We sold 

one hundred and fourteen tickets. As our Card Party has 
gotten such a great reputation, players were coming 

without tickets. Because Joyce Anderson made so many 
telephone calls for tables, we were able set up more ta-

bles and welcome the new guests to our “fun day”.  The 
Raffle Table with our hard workers Sharon Lane-Crouch, Mary 

DeVaney, Cyndi Nelson and Gwen Allen, did an out-
standing job decorating their table and obtaining the 

items. They made $470.00.  Gretchen Smith worked 
hard at Milly’s Table and made $128.00.  The Silent 

Auction Table made $330.00.  Thanks to everyone 
that donated the items. The expenses were $525.48 

with a net profit of $3013.12.    

The food was prepared by Ann Todd,  Lois Silverberg,  Cheryl Richards,  

Carole  Montgomery-Baird,  and Pam Frisbey. They did a great job of  
feeding our members and guests. 
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F l o r i d a  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  G a r d e n  C l u b s ,  I n c . — D i s t r i c t  V I I  

CARD PARTY RACKS IT UP  

   Pictures      9:00 

Social           9:30 

Meeting 10:00 

First Baptist Sweetwater 

“Florida Friendly Landscape”  presented by Kelley Greer, Or-

ange Co Horticulture Florida-Friendly Landscaping agent and Ex-
ploration Garden Manager for UF/IFAS Extension.  Provides educa-

tion in Florida friendly landscaping, irrigation, pollu-
tion control, pesticide use, Integrated Pest Manage-

ment, recycling, composting and resource conserva-
tion. Teaches educational and motivating workshops 

to Florida homeowners on creating and maintaining 
"Florida-friendly" yards that are attractive and al-

most carefree with "earth-smart" practices.   

FEBRUARY MEETING         Monday, February 13 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 

 

 

 

    Hospice 

3 4 

BD Carolyn Robinson 

5 

Camp Wekiva  

OPEN HOUSE 

6 

BOARD MEETING 

7 

BD Torie Lane 

8 

BD Freida Stratton 

9 

 

 

 

    Hospice 

10 11 

12 13 

GENERAL MEETING 

 

PICTURE DAY 

14 

JUNIOR GARDENERS 

15 16 

BD Gennifer Miles 

 

 

    Hospice 

17 18 

19 

BD Ellen O’Connor 

      Bernie Delafield 

20 

BD Sarah Hall 

 

 

21 

BD  Bob Hotaling 

22 

WP Games Day 

23 

 

 

 

    Hospice 

24 25 

26 27 28     
HOSPITALITY 

REFRESHMENTS             FLORAL DESIGN 

Clair Griffis         Barbara Hunt 

Arlene Polachek 

Patti  Scott 

2017 PROGRAMS 

March 13, 2017      “Invasive Plants”, presented by Sherry Williams 

April 10, 2017          TBA 

May 8, 2017            Annual Spring Luncheon and Installation 2017 -2018 0fficers  
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Dear Members: 

As I stated in last month’s newsletter, January was packed with lots of 

activities for our members.  Thank you to all who planned our various 

activities and those who attended them. 

We thank Bob Hotaling for introducing us to Jeff Traponi, Science Edu-

cator and Director of Orlando Permaculture and for Jeff’s presentation 
on permaculture gardening—a very interesting and enlightening program. 

Another successful Card Party was planned by Joan Lasek.  We were filled to capacity 

and it looked like everyone had a great time.  I would like to thank all the volunteers 
and husbands who helped us.  We needed and appreciated your help. 

Don’t forget to wear your Club Polo Shirt at this month’s meeting 
and arrive by 9:00 a.m.  Please note change of time we are meet-
ing.  We are having our club photo taken.  We would like to see all 
of you there. 

I am sorry I was out of town to attend the Horticulture Meeting at Marjorie Abbas’ 
home.  Heard it was a great meeting and very informative. 

Our speaker for this month is Kelley Greer, Orange County Horticulture, Florida 

Friendly Landscaping Agent for UF/IFAS Extension.  Her program promises to be very 
informative as well and you won’t want to miss it. 

Our annual Garden Fair is well underway and is fast approaching.  I thank Cyndi Nelson 

for stepping up to assume the role of Chairperson.  If you haven’t volunteered in some 
capacity, please contact Cyndi.  We need your help. The date for the Garden Fair is 

Sunday, March 12. 

Let’s dig in and have fun in your garden this month. 

Linda 

A Word from our President 
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It’s that time again. 

PICTURE DAY! 

9:00  am        February 13 at the Baptist church. 

Please wear your Garden Club polo shirt & neutral color pants. 

Contact Rae Martin to purchase a shirt. 

407-869-1137 

GROUP PICTURE 
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 HORTICULTURE 

Do you like low maintenance 

plants?  My favorite is the 
Day Lily.  Plant the bulbs in 

masses along borders or 
steep banks.  As they grow, 

the roots get matted and 
hold the soil in place.  There are 30,000 

varieties from pastels to rich purples and 
vivid reds.  Give them well-drained soil 

and at least 5 hours of sun for good 
growth.  The darker colors do better if 

kept away from hot afternoon sun.  Earli-
est varieties bloom in April but 

really star in May and 
June.  Each bloom lasts just a 

day but a well-established 

plant produces many stems 
and each stem produces buds 

to keep the show going.  After 

the last frost, you can start 
new bulb plantings.  This is 

also a good time to replant or 
divide bulbs that are too 

crowded.  Set the crown 
about 1 inch below the soil 

line.  Fertilize with a light scattering of a 
general fertilizer when they begin 

growth.  You can feed them March, June 
& August.  Pests are usually not a prob-

lem except for slugs.  Although 
they thrive with care, they 

will continue to flower with 
no cultivation. 

Arlene Polacheck 

   Horticulture co-chair 

Garden Fair Sponsors 

We have a difficult task this year in our attempts to match sponsorship 

money from 2016.  Last year was a record year with 29 sponsors 
bringing in over $14,000!  Since we will lose some of the family-

connected sponsors and other sponsors due to a shift in placing their 
charitable donations, we need you to think of a new sponsor.  How 

about someone in your family that has a business or is just proud of our Garden Fair 
accomplishments!  It might be your dentist or a good friend that manages a restau-

rant.  Do you know a realtor....  Lots of ideas to tap into. 

Let's all start "tapping," and we will have more money for  scholarship programs!  We 

have first-class marketing materials that I will be happy to deliver to your prospect or 
email if more convenient.  Check our website at swogc.org to see the Sponsorship In-

formation and download if necessary. Checks must be to me by February 24...  there is 

time since we are not doing the color ad program. 

Thanks for your help! 

Carole Baird 

GARDEN FAIR 
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The January Junior Gardeners program was presented by Sally Waters 

on  bees.  Miss Sally and the students sat in a circle on the floor so 
the students could watch Miss Sally's  demonstration on the life of a 

bee.  The students learned there are other bees beside honey bees. 
The honey producing insect and pollen gathering insects differing 

from  closely related wasps in their more heavy built hairy bodies. 
They have sucking and biting mouth parts.  Certain insects are helpful     

in many ways. Honey bees pollinate flowers but they also make honey 
and beeswax inside their bodies.  People eat honey, and they use beeswax to make 

candles and even some candies.  A queen bee can lay a million eggs during her life-
time.  A bee colony may contain as many as 8,000 bees. 

The craft for the day was a bee paper cut- out bookmark.  

Volunteer were: Marjorie Abbas, Lynn Griffis, Sally Powers and Pam Frisbey. 

We meet the second Tuesday each month at 9:30-!0:30 am at Starchild 

Academy.   

Chairman, Ann Todd  

JUNIOR GARDENERS    

The primary purpose of the Ways and Means Committee is to find 

“ways” to earn money for our garden club and the “means” to make it 
happen.  I am grateful for those members who regularly provide plants, 

but we are running extremely low on inventory since we sold the bulk 
of our plants this past Fall.   

At the Horticulture meeting yesterday at Marjorie Abbas’ home, I gave 

a short demonstration on propagation hoping to peak the interest of members.  I was 
happy to hear that the majority do enjoy propagating from the plants around their 

home and garden so I am looking for an abundance of plants to be offered for our next 

sale.  We have had a few short spells of cold weather but now is the time to get those 
cuttings into soil to produce roots.  If temperatures drop down to the high 30’s or 40’s, 

you will need to move the baby plants to a protected area for those few days until it 
warms up again. 

February should be ample time to pot up your cuttings and establish young roots for 

our next plant sale in early March (TBA).  Sharon Crouch has generously offered her 
driveway/yard as the next location of our plant sale.   

Please feel free to contact me anytime if you have any questions on propagating or if 
you are not sure where to start, I will be happy to come by to advise.   

Respectfully submitted,  Karen Forrest – 407-467-0860 

      k.forrest@dreamvacations.com 

WAYS & MEANS 
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CARD  

PARTY 
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Please bring your 

yearbooks to our 

general meetings 

for reference. 
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Types of Lime for Organic Garden Plants 

Calcium Carbonate (CaCO3) makes up more than 4% of the earth's 
crust. Sometimes called agricultural lime, this is the lime that is also used 

as an antacid. The calcium in this type of lime is slow release, so not 
good for immediate results. This lime is usually added to soil to raise the 

pH of acid soil. 

Calcium-Magnesium Carbonate (CaCO3-MgCO3) or dolomitic lime also adds mag-

nesium to the soil, and also works slowly. 

Calcium Oxide, also called burned or quick lime (CaO) acts very quickly, but must be 

used with caution, as it can damage plants if you use too much. 

Calcium Hydroxide (Ca(OH)2) is made by adding water to Calcium Oxide. It is also 

known by homemakers as pickling lime, and is used to crisp vegetables and fruit rinds 
for preserving. It isn't usually used in agriculture. 

Calcium for Alkaline Organic Garden Soils 
All of the limes will raise the pH of the soil. So what do you do if you already have al-
kaline soil? 

Calcium sulfate dihydrate (CaSO4·2H2O.[3]), or Gypsum, can be used to lower the 
pH of alkaline soil and add calcium. If you are growing an acid loving crop, such as to-

matoes or it's cousins, eggplants and peppers, and your soil is alkaline, this is what 
you should use. 

Always follow label directions when using lime, because over-liming can be more detri-

mental to the plants than calcium deficiency. Before planting, it's always best to get a 
soil test done to determine exactly what you need to add to the soil to get the best pH. 

The proper pH can make nutrients like calcium more available to your garden plants, 
and help you have a healthier organic garden before you even start. 

Growing an organic garden is a wonderful endeavor, and an excellent way to re-
duce your carbon footprint. Adding calcium to your soil at the right time and 

in the right amounts can help you prevent and treat calcium deficiency, 
and produce a healthier crop. 

  

BOB’S CORNER    Calcium for the garden 
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Please join  Central Florida 

Spokes’ for their newest 

fundraising effort 

Flamingo Bingo!  

Central Florida Spokes is looking forward 

to welcoming celebrity bingo caller Mr. 

Jim Payne to this fun and exciting event 

that they will combine with their 

Wednesday, March 8th, 2017 Membership 

Luncheon. 

Check-in and social time will start at 11:00AM, Bingo play at 11:30 and break for lunch at noon. We’ll then 
continue play until the prizes run out or until 2:00PM. Winners will have a choice of an array of imaginative 
and fun themed prizes as well as, cash prizes.  
With the purchase of your $28.00 March Luncheon ticket you will receive one complimentary bingo sheet 
with 3 cards printed on it to play the first game. To improve your chances of winning games, you may use as 
many cards as you want, but each card may only be used once. Additional sheets may be purchased, 2 sheets 

(6 cards) for $5.00. 

You’ll want to “wear your pink”, ladies!  

You’ll be in good Company! 

 

Bobbie Boggs                   Hillary Courson 

407682-3362                    407-402-8733 

flabobbie@cfl.rr.com               hillary@hillarycourson.com 

February 25, 2017, 9 am to 1 p.m. The Clermont Garden 

Club is hosting a “Valuables and Collectibles Fair.” Bring 

whatever trash and treasures you can carry (no large 

items, furniture or coins) to their clubhouse at 849 

West Avenue for evaluation for their worth. CGC is 

partnering with local antique and collectibles experts to 

provide verbal estimates. A $5 tax deductible donation 

per item (or set of items such as dishes) will provide the 

opportunity for one estimate by a professional ap-

praiser. Contact Tina Worrell, 352-243-4035 or Marilyn 

Paone, 352-394-2390 for questions  

Orchids 101—Their Mystery and Majesty:  

Doug Watson, General Manager of Worldwide Orchids, 
has grown orchids personally and professionally for 30+ 
years. He will speak about the beauty of orchids and the 
many aspects of getting the plant from seed to a gorgeous 
and exotic flower. Orchid plants will be available for sale. 
10 a.m., February 8; Winter Park Garden Club, 1300 S. 
Denning Drive, Winter Park. 407-644-5770.  

Winter Park Garden Club GAMES DAY 

February 22 @ 10 AM.  $20 

Call 407-644-5770 

mailto:flabobbie@cfl.rr.com?subject=Spokes%20Flamingo%20Bingo
mailto:hillary@hillarycourson.com?subject=Spokes%20Flamingo%20Bingo
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January  

Meeting  

Photos 
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 February  2017 

BOARD MEETINGS 

First Monday of the Month September-May at 10:00 AM 

810 Fox Valley Drive, Longwood, Florida 

 

GENERAL MEETINGS 

Second Monday of the Month, September-May at 9:30 AM 

First Baptist Sweetwater Church 

3800 Wekiva Springs Road. Longwood. Florida  

 

HORTICULTURE GROUP MEETINGS 

Fourth Monday of October, February and April at 9:30 AM 

See the Calendar of Events for Location 

JUNIOR GARDENERS 

Second Tuesday of the Month at 9:00 AM 

FLORAL DESIGN 

Every Thursday at Hospice of the Comforter 12:30-3:00 PM 

Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc. Meeting Schedule 

Club Flower—Rose 

Club Bird—Cardinal 

We’re on the web! 

 www.swogc.org 

Member of National Garden Clubs, Inc. 

Deep South Region 

Florida Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc. 

District VII 

Lake, Orange, Osceola, Seminole & Sumter Counties 

Organized—January 9, 1974 

Federated—January 27, 1975 

Incorporated—September 14, 1992 

Mailing Address: 

P.O. Box 915233 

Longwood, Florida 32791 

 Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc. 

The purpose of Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club is the education of its mem-

bers and the community in their relationship to horticulture, conservation 

and environmental needs, as well as the art of floral design. 

If you know of a member who could use an extra kind thought,  

please  contact  me.    I  prefer  receiving  the  information  by  

email, but please call if you don't have email access.  

    Marge Lynch   

 edlynch66@embarqmail.com       407-884-0583 


