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A Word from our President
Dear Members:
Can’t believe our last general meeting is going to be held on April 10
for our 2016-2017 club year. Where has the time gone? It seems like
only yesterday when I presided over my first general meeting as President in September 2016. We accomplished so much this past year;
And I feel just as our gardens have grown, our friendships with each
other have grown as well.
Our guest speaker this month is Audrey Jones, President/Director of Central Florida
Fruit Society. We will be learning about tropical, sub-tropical, and temperate fruit
specifies that can be grown in our area. Sounds like a very interesting program.
Leu Gardens is hosting a Boots & Blues Concert on Saturday, April 1, at
7:00 p.m. Come out for an amazing concert in the gardens. Pack a dinner
picnic with your favorite foods/drinks, alcohol is permitted. Bring your blanket or chairs. Performing will be 3 groups featuring country, jamgrass roots
folk and rock and a New Orleans Jazz and blues. For more information and
tickets, visit: www.leugardens.org.
For those who attended the Horticulture Meeting on March 27 at Claire Griffis’ home, it
was a great opportunity to view and walk through Claire’s lovely gardens. The beautiful floral arrangement and refreshments she made was just another highlight of that
meeting. Thanks to Arlene Polacheck and Marjorie Abbas for planning this event.
Our next plant sale will be held on Friday, April 21 and Saturday, April 22, at the home
of Karen Forrest. Gay Momberger sent an email on March 19 with all the details of the
sale and you can see them again on page 7. See you there.
As I stated at the March general meeting, I cannot begin to thank everyone who were
so dedicated in making a Garden Fair a success. Thank you again.
See you in the garden!!
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HORTICULTURE
The Horticulture Group spent
a beautiful sunny morning
meeting at the home of
Claire Griffis on Monday,
March 27th. Sixteen members and two guests met to
tour Claire’s beautiful garden. The horticulture group has been focusing on color
in the landscape this year, and
Claire had some wonderful examples as you can see in Gay’s picture gallery.

The Iresine is a native of
Brazil; it has beautiful glossy
red foliage and can be grown
as a houseplant or outdoors
year round in Zones 10 and
11. I have grown this plant
outdoors for several years in a protected
area in Zone 9b, and it provides wonderful foliage color year round.
When grown as an annual or
potted plant, it grows to about
12 to 18” tall. Plant in sun or
part-shade in well-drained soil.
The plant needs less water in
winter but should never be allowed to dry out completely or sit in water.
It has small inconspicuous white
flowers that should be pinched back to
make a bushy full plant.

We have also demonstrated
propagating
plants from cuttings, and at this meeting we
featured the Iresine (Bloodleaf) plant. This
is an easy plant to propagate, and
Marjorie demonstrated three cuttings that
were grown in three different mediums:
(1) Vermiculite (2) Perlite (3) Potting Mix. Happy Gardening,
All were well rooted but the potting mix Marjorie Abbas, Horticulture Co-chair
was the largest plant by far.
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JUNIOR GARDENERS
The Junior Gardener’s March program was presented by Louise Gould
on Insects and Spiders. She has preserved a huge collection of dead
insects found in her yard. As she was talking about the different insects and spiders, she kept telling the students to pay
attention to her talk because they would have questions
later about the subject. Miss Louise talked about her
life on the farm when her dad made a spider web pad
to stop the bleeding leg of a cow. She did ask questions at the end of the talk. All the students answered the questions. The
Garden Club members enjoyed the program, and they too learned from this program.
We gave the Junior Gardeners one of Bob Hotaling's tomato plants. Sally Powers
showed the students how to trim the plant to prepare it to be planted. Their garden
is an on-going project. It has yielded some nice vegetables that they have picked
and enjoyed eating. We plan to enter the project next year for an award.
Craft of the day was a concoction of chocolate pudding, cool whip, chocolate cookies
and gummy worms making edible “worms in the dirt”. That was a great success .
Volunteers for March: Pam Frisbey, Lynn Griffis, Louise Gould and Sally Powers
We meet the second Tuesday each month at 9:30 -10:30 am at Starchild Academy.
Chairman, Ann Todd

MEMBERSHIP
***Membership Dues***
According to our By-Laws, "Dues are due on or before
May 1st, and shall be considered past due after the
May General Meeting."
Thank you all so much for getting your membership dues in. We really appreciate all of our great members!
Thank you,
Pam and Cheryl
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FLORAL DESIGN
“Spring flowers bring showers”. We can only hope we get the rain soon
for our thirsty gardens.
Many thanks to all of the members who created floral design for our garden fair. This chairman missed seeing all of them as I was only there on
Saturday, but I did see photos. They were fantastic, you outdid yourselves! Everyone who attends our garden fair looks forward, each year,
to viewing our designs.
April 13th will be our “Spring Fling” floral design workshop for all members. This will be
your opportunity to create a colorful design for your home. The cost of this workshop
will be $10.00 and includes all flowers and materials needed to make your design. We
will have a sign-up sheet at the April meeting or you may call or email me at
mmaui@cfl.rr.com, cell: 407 399-8230 if you would like to attend. The meeting will be
held in the Sweetwater Oaks community Center and will begin at 9:00 am. We should
be finished no later than 10:30 am so you have the rest of the day to get ready for the
holiday weekend.
Happy Designing,
Margaret Kirkpatrick
mmaui@cfl.rr.com 407-399-8230

SPRING LUNCHEON AND INSTALLATION OF
2017 -18 OFFICERS
MAY 8TH 2017
Our Annual Spring Luncheon and Installation of Officers will be held at Maison & Jardin
in Altamonte Springs. Please join us to celebrate the end of our very successful garden
club year and to welcome your new incoming officers for 2017 -18.
The luncheon will be held at the newly renovated Maison & Jardin in Altamonte Springs.
From what we hear the food is great! They are updating their menu and we will have it
next week. Look for a separate email with the luncheon selections. The cost of the
luncheon will be $28.00 and a sign-up sheet will be available at our April Meeting.
Please join us and invite your friends!
Margaret Kirkpatrick
Program Chairman
407-399-8230
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BOB’S CORNER

Bob,

Experienced vegetable and flower gardeners
are familiar with the terms "square foot gardening" and "French intensive gardening"
but how many have taken the time to really
look at both the benefits and cons to using
these methods in Central Florida gardening?
Take my word for it, there really are reasons to both use and avoid these techniques. Let's
talk more about it at next month's meeting!
Floridamastergardener@cfl.rr.com

LAST PLANT SALE THIS SEASON
Friday, April 21st & Saturday, April 22nd
at the home of: Karen Forrest
in Sweetwater West
1719 Sweetwater West Cir, Apopka 32712.
Gates will be open for our quarterly Garage Sale in our subdivision.
On March 3rd and 4th we made $480.00 at our plant sale! This was accomplished by our
members who provided many plants grown by their propagation or from plants in their
gardens. This was more than double the amount sold at previous sales! We are encouraged more than ever to match and even exceed these earnings!
Since a good bit of our inventory was sold, we desperately need more plants from you:


Begin now to start cuttings from plants in your garden in order to establish roots before the sale.



If you have overgrown plants that can be dug up to be thinned out for replanting, pot up some of the
divisions for our plant sale.



If you don’t have an area set up for growing…you can drop them off at Lynn’s home or we can arrange to pick up.



Buy seed starter trays and packages of seeds to begin growing. There are so many choices of flowers
and herbs to select. Start this soon in order for them to develop roots and big enough for selling.



Also, need many more pots of all sizes donated.

We will also be selling the used garden books along with the plants. If you dropped off
books previously, thank you so much! We could still use more garden books so help us
out if at all possible. It is very much appreciated.
If anyone gets stuck with any part of growing or preparing your plants for sale, please
feel free to call Karen or Lynn at our #’s below.
Karen Forrest
407-467-0860
k.forrest@dreamvacations.com

Lynn Griffis
Cell: 808-0094 or Home: 407-869-1846
griffislynn@yahoo.com
7

Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc.

April 2017

CALL TO THE 91st ANNUAL CONVENTION
“Inspired Gardeners’
FLORIDA FEDERATION OF GARDEN CLUBS, INC.
APRIL 26 - 28, 2017
EMBASSY SUITES - Lake Buena Vista South
To All FFGC Members,
Florida Federation of Garden Clubs, Board of Directors invite you to the FFGC 91 st Annual State Convention “Inspired Gardeners” in Kissimmee, April 26 – 28, 2017. Co-Chairmen, Cissy Richardson and Jo
Ann Guise with Carol Hall and Tina Tuttle, Vice Chairmen, have worked hard to plan great programs, interesting workshops, fascinating exhibits, and vendors galore for you to enjoy! Please join us!!
Prior to the opening of our Convention on the 27th, the Early Arrival’s Opening Night Dinner and Program will be Wednesday evening, April 26. The dinner will honor our FFGC Board of Directors and is
open to all members and guests. Attendees will enjoy the announcement of the winners of the 2018
Flower Arrangement Calendar, followed by an exciting Pageant by some of “our most entertaining”
from each of your districts.
Convention will begin on Thursday morning, the 27th-- the Convention Schedule is attached. The proposed amendments to the by-laws are attached and are listed in the Spring 2017 issue of The Florida
Gardener. They have been approved by the FFGC Board of Directors and now your vote is so important. Please review these and please bring your copy with you to convention. Also on the agenda is
the Election of Officers for the 2017 – 2019 Administration. The list of officers nominated is attached.
Each club or circle is entitled to select delegates to represent them at Convention, and the number of
delegates is determined by the size of the club or circle. See page 176, Article XI – Representation, in
your 2015 – 2017 “Book of Information” to know how many delegates your club may send. Make sure
your club has a voice at the convention – your vote is most important!
Thursday evening we will have a reception honoring Carol Bullard, Deep South Director, followed by
a delicious dinner and an exciting program by Becky Savitz entitled, “A Tale of Two Gardens.” Club and
Circle Presidents will be honored at Friday’s Luncheon. Friday evening’s banquet will conclude our convention with the installation of our 2017 – 2019 administration with Claudia Bates as our 46 th President
of FFGC.
Go to our website, FFGC.org or your Spring issue of The Florida Gardener for information. If you have
any problems, please don’t hesitate to get in touch with me at: arlene.rand23@gmail.com.
Convention Registration postmarked after April 5, 2017 – Please ADD LATE FEE ($35)
Deadline for hotel rates is Friday, April 5, 2017.
I look forward to you joining us for fun and fellowship, and to take home special memories from
“Inspired Gardeners!!”
Arlene
Arlene S. Rand, Florida Federation of Garden Clubs President
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MARCH MEETING
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Mailing Address:

Member of National Garden Clubs, Inc.

P.O. Box 915233
Longwood, Florida 32791

Deep South Region
Florida Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc.
District VII

Club Flower—Rose
Club Bird—Cardinal

Lake, Orange, Osceola, Seminole & Sumter Counties
Organized—January 9, 1974

We’re on the web!
www.swogc.org

Federated—January 27, 1975
Incorporated—September 14, 1992

If you know of a member who could use an extra kind thought,
please contact me. I prefer receiving the information by
email, but please call if you don't have email access.
Marge Lynch
edlynch66@embarqmail.com
407-884-0583

The purpose of Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club is the education of its members and the community in their relationship to horticulture, conservation
and environmental needs, as well as the art of floral design.

Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc.
BOARD MEETINGS
First Monday of the Month September-May at 10:00 AM
810 Fox Valley Drive, Longwood, Florida
GENERAL MEETINGS
Second Monday of the Month, September-May at 9:30 AM
First Baptist Sweetwater Church
3800 Wekiva Springs Road. Longwood. Florida
HORTICULTURE GROUP MEETINGS
Fourth Monday of October, February and April at 9:30 AM
See the Calendar of Events for Location
JUNIOR GARDENERS
Second Tuesday of the Month at 9:00 AM
FLORAL DESIGN
Every Thursday at Hospice of the Comforter 12:30-3:00 PM
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