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The Crane’s Roost Event is rapidly approaching and 
we are short of help! Our team for this event is 
Sharon Lane Crouch , Karen Forrest, Claire Griffis 
and Louise Gould. They have been working 

tirelessly and there are still some time slots open to sell our beautiful 
plants and floral designs Saturday, November 18th and 19th. 

Inside this newsletter you will see how the money we raise helps fund 
scholarships and how grateful the recipients are to receive them.  With 
everyone’s help, we can raise even more money for scholarships this 
year. 

Please help fill these time slots by contacting Sharon Lane Crouch at 
sharonaccw@aol.com or call her at 407-884-8767, and contact Louise 
Gould at raglpg47@hotmail.com or call her at 407-494-9832 to help make 
Floral Designs for the event. Thank you. 

November Program, Holiday Member Design's - A Favorite! 

   Our Holiday Member Design's Program 

will be creating arrangements in front of 

our membership with fall, Christmas, 
Hanukkah and many other designs.  Our 

designers this year will be: Bernie 
Delafield, Margaret Kirkpatrick, Joan 

Lasek, Arlene Polacheck, Lois Silverberg 
and myself, Louise Gould.  I will also treat you to a small 

demonstration of tips and tricks of the trade for designs.  Our 
designs will be explained by each of our members.  We will 

then auction off all of the designs. 

   This is a popular meeting, so don't miss it, also don't forget 

your checkbooks. 

 Floral Design Chairperson - Louise Gould 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 

 

3 4 

5  

 
 

Daylight 

Savings 

Time Ends 

6  - BD                

Carole            
Montgomery-
Baird 

7 8 9 10 11 

12 13                      

BD Ann 
Chisholm 

 

14 

 

15 16 

“Crane’s Roost 
Project” at       
Community 

Center 

17  - BD 

Gail Arena 
David Cox 

 

 

18 

19 

 

20 

December 
Newsletter 

Articles 
Deadline 

21 

Turkey       
Workshop 

At Community 
Center 

22 23 BD Kathleen 

Heuring 

 

 

 

24 25 

26 

BD Mary Clay 

27 28 29 

BD 
Irene Horner 

30   

Hospice 

Hospice 

Hospice 

Hospice 

Junior Gardeners 

 

General 
Meeting 

Board 
Meeting 

SWOGC Floral 
Design & Plant 
Sale At Rotary 
Club Weekend 
of Festivals At 
Crane’s Roost 

SWOGC Floral 
Design & 

Plant Sale At 
Rotary Club 
Weekend of 
Festivals At 

Crane’s Roost 
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November 13 
 
   Louise Gould has a wonderful program planned for our November 
meeting.  Our own garden club members will present beautiful 
Holiday floral designs. An auction will be held at the end of the 
meeting so you can take your favorite design home. Don’t forget to 
bring your checkbook. 
 
December 11 “CELEBRATING THE HOLIDAYS WITH FRIENDS” 
 
   At the November meeting we will have a signup sheet for the Holiday Luncheon.  
Join us at 11:30 AM at the Historic Dubsdread Ballroom, 549 West Par Street, 
Orlando, FL 32804, for our annual Holiday luncheon. Cost $32.00. Mail Check, made 
out to Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, to Margaret Kirkpatrick, 431 Newton Street, 
Longwood, FL 32779. 

 
 

Margaret Kirkpatrick 
1st Vice President  - Programs 

 

 

   Lots of exciting changes in the way we have done things in the past due to the 
opportunity our new location and the expansion of our Fair to two days. We are now 
moving up to the world of technology. 
 

   The committee has been working very hard to streamline the way we process our 
vendor applications and Sponsor forms. Vendor and Sponsor forms are now fully 
automated and easier to fill out.  They may also pay online with a credit card. 
 

   We also have a backend database that provides us updated reports.  Gail Arena has 
sent out over 200 Emails to prospective vendors. Thanks to Sharon and Paul Couch for 
sharing their contacts with us.  Bernie Delafield and her Vendor Sales team are hard at 
work following up by calling prospective vendors. 
 

   Carol Baird and team have done a great job updating our Sponsor forms for online 
access and are contacting prospective Sponsors.  Ellen O’Connor has been the glue 
that has made this all happen with her business skills and knowledge of coordinating 
the right resources to make this happen. 
 

   Many thanks to all of them.  We need our club members support.  Please contact 
Bernie or Carol if you know of any vendors or sponsors.   
   

 
Margaret Kirkpatrick 

1st Vice President - Programs and Garden Fair Chairperson 
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GARDEN FAIR 
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   It’s cooling off, pumpkin spice and salted caramel are taking over the 
shelves at grocery stores and of course, Starbucks. 
 

   Am sorry I missed last month’s meeting but heard from many members 
that Robert Bowden from Leu Gardens gave an outstanding presentation 

on “Worry Free Plants for Busy People.”  So happy we could reschedule 

him to be at that meeting. 

   Several members attended the Fall District Meeting of FFGC held on 
October 16 in Tavares.  Marjorie Abbas and Min Schwenderman asked for 

horticulture entries for this meeting to be judged by the panel of flower 
show judges.  Louise Gould’s entry of Anthurium represented our club and 
her entry won a blue ribbon status.  Kudo’s to Louise for her entry.  It was fun to be able to 

view all the other club’s entries as well.  At that meeting, our club was given 2 Certificate of 
Merit Awards, which I was pleasantly surprised to accept.  Thanks to Margaret Kirkpatrick for 

submitting the paperwork for these awards.  We were awarded from the National Garden 
Clubs: First Place for our new Membership Publication AND First Place for our Newsletter 

Publication. 

   I was quite proud of our club and all those members who were involved in working on these 

endeavors for our club. 

   Our meeting this month will feature the Holiday Member Design Arrangements.  Our 

designers will be Bernie Delafield, Margaret Kirkpatrick, Joan Lasek, Arlene Polacheck, Lois 
Silverberg and Louise Gould.  After their presentation, the designs will be auctioned off, so 

please be generous and bring your checkbooks or cash.  This is always a great presentation; 

come and learn about the designs.  You won’t want to miss it. 

   I am really excited about our Plant Sale on Saturday and Sunday, November 18-19 at 
Crane’s Roost at Uptown Altamonte Springs at the Great Weekend of Festivals.  This is our 

second year participating at this event.  Plants have been ordered and club members have 
signed up to make floral designs also to be sold.  We could always use more members to help 
make designs.  Please contact Louise Gould to sign up.  Sharon Lane Crouch needs volunteers 

to help on those 2 days also.  WE NEED YOU, please contact Sharon as well.  Many hands 
make the work go much easier.  This can be a good fundraiser for our club as well.  Won’t you 

consider helping us out this year? 

Thanksgiving is traditionally the time we all remember how blessed we 

are.  For me, it’s a time to be with family and those we love.  Even 
though there is a lot of anxiety surrounding the holiday, with menu 

planning, grocery shopping, having the house clean and sparkling, 
invitations sent, preparation of the food and the cleanup… it is a time to 
be thankful for who we are and what we all share in our lives.  My wish 

to you this Thanksgiving is that you have a wonderful holiday 

celebration and I am so thankful you are all part of my circle of friends. 

Let’s get in the garden and hoping you all have a blessed November. 

Linda Richcreek, President 
Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc. 

A Word from our President 

November 2017  Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc.   
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HOSPITALITY 

   This year we have 12 Junior Gardeners. Terrariums were the first 
program and Louise Gould started the day by identifying the plants that 
go into the container. The plants, tree ivy, helfx fern and variegated 
peperomea require low light and little moisture to survive.   
   It is important to have a closed container for the project. Lynn Griffs, 
Pam Frisbey and Sally Waters helped the students start the terrarium 
by teaching them each step; first a layer of rocks, second a spread of 

moss, third a sprinkle of charcoal, and fourth a 
coverage of soil. Then the plants are placed. 
   To finish the terrarium a critter is placed where the 
students decides to place it. We gave them a small water cup that 
they fill once a month and sprinkles it over the plants. They were 
informed to take care of this project so they can be shown in the 
Garden Club‘s spring Garden Fair. Pam gave each student a 
Halloween  bookmark to color as they chose. It was interesting how 
different each one looked when they finished. 

October volunteers were Pam Frisbey, Louise Gould, Lynn Griffs and Sally Powers.  We 
meet the second Tuesday of each month at 9:30-10:30am at Starchild Academy. Come 
join us one month for a fun filled hour. 

 

 

Junior Gardener Chairperson - Ann Todd 

JUNIOR GARDENERS    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 13th Meeting Hospitality 

Refreshments:   Claire Griffis   Floral Design:   Louise Gould 

    Shirley Hungerford 
    Patty Scott 
 

December Luncheon - TBA 

January Card Party - January 15, 2018 - 

Sanlando United Methodist Church, 1890 West S. R. 434, Longwood. 
  Breakfast, Lunch, Silent Auction, Raffle, "Milly's Table", $27.00. Make your own game/table.  

Money to Joan Lasek, 1565 Oak Tree Court, Apopka, FL 32712-2583 - 407-889-7210.  
 

 

3rd Vice President - Hospitality - Joan Lasek and Cheri Blackmon 
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November 2017 

FLORAL DESIGN NEWS 

 Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc.   

 
 

    November is a busy month on design.  Don’t forget to help us make designs on 

Thursday November 16th for the Crane’s Roost Project, our fund raiser for 
Saturday and Sunday 11-18, and 11-19.  There is a sign-up sheet for this and WE 
NEED MORE PEOPLE to help make more arrangements!   There will be two tents 

manned by members to sell plants and arrangements.  Please sign up with Sharon 
to spend a couple hours under the tent. 
 

                         ****** 
 

    The Turkey workshop is full already! If you signed the clipboard, you are signed 

up.  If you discovered you can’t make it call me right away so we can fill your 
spot.  Cost is $15.00 whether you are here or not.  Please have your checks ready 
at our November meeting.  You can make them out to Sweetwater Oaks Garden 

Club to cover cost of bowls and flowers. All of our programs will be non-refundable 
as all the supplies are purchased prior to the workshop.   Rae Martin will be 

heading this workshop and I will be her helper.  Please Be Prompt, as this is a step 
by step do it together arrangement.  The time is 9-12 and you may leave as soon 
as you are finished as I know many of you are getting ready for guests or cooking 

for your feast.  The workshop will be at: Sweetwater Oaks Community Center, 810 
Fox Valley Drive,   Longwood, Fl. 32791. 
 

   Please bring with you scissors, clippers, newspaper to work on and a kitchen garbage bag for 
clippings and scraps.  You may also want to bring a snack for yourself and water will be available. 

****** 

Floral Design Classes 

Dates:  January 4, 11, 25, and February 1, 8, 15, of 2018 

    Handouts for the floral design classes will be available at the November and December meetings 

with an explanation of the content of classes.   

    Do not take a sheet if you are not going to take the classes.  Cost will include supplies, flowers, 
and instruction from all teachers at $125.00.  You will be listening to a lecture in the morning, then 

making an arrangement in the afternoon.  It is a lot of fun and you will get to know your fellow 
members better. We will ask you to sign up at the November and December meetings.  Maybe you 

would like to ask your family to give you a gift of the design classes for the holidays. 

****** 

One more thing… 

   At the Florida Federation of Garden Clubs meeting on 10-16-17 there was a 
judging of Horticulture.  I won a blue for my Anthurium that was represented for 

Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club.  There was a beautiful huge purple Vanda Orchid 
full of blossoms that took the best of the best at this meeting.  There was also a 
huge pot of Haemaria discolor Dawsoniana, that was the people's choice award.  

Good food and interesting talk about judging plant material.  

 

 Floral Design Chairperson - Louise Gould 



7 

Horticulture Co-Chairpersons - Marjorie Abbas and Min Schwenderman 
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HORTICULTURE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   ColorSenna alata has many names: Popcorn Cassia, Cassia Candle, Senna Candlestick, and 
many more… What beautiful color this shrub brings to the landscape! It grows best in full sun, 
in Zones 9-11.  
 

   It is covered with bright yellow flowers summer through fall. Cassia is a host plant for three 
butterflies, Cloudless Sulphur, Sleepy Orange, Orange-barred Sulphur. It is a medicinal tree 
as well as an ornamental flowering shrub or tree. It is tender to frost but grows very quickly 
and can be treated as an annual. It can be grown in a container too. 

October Plant of the Month 

   These pictures were taken in Marjorie’s garden in October after the hurricane. She grew 
the Cassia trees from seeds.  Cloudless Sulphur (Phoebis Sennae) larvae was found on the 
plant above last week. Bees like it too! 
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HORTICULTURE MEETING 

 Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc.   

 

Date:   Monday, October 30th 

Time:  10:00 am 

Host:   Shirley Hungerford - shirlhunger15@gmail.com -  407-682-5398 

Place:  210 Lonesome Pine, Drive, Longwood 32779 

   Please do come and see this beautiful garden with lots of color in the landscape (my 

favorite topic). We will start the tour at the front of the home at 10:00 sharp!  

   We have a full program with lots to see and share. For our education segment Sally 
Powers our “Native Bee Ambassador” will bring us interesting bee facts and information 

we all should know! 

   Do bring: Gardening friends and neighbors who are interested in the club: walking 

shoes for uneven ground: bug spray if you need: plants or cuttings you would like to 
share. No chairs needed. 

   As a courtesy to our host please let us know if you plan to attend.  We provide 
refreshments and therefore you must R.S.V.P. 

   Shirley took this photo this summer one 
morning in the back yard. She hopes to see 

you Monday October 30th at her home. 

Happy Gardening, 

Marjorie Abbas, emabbas@brighthouse.com,  
407-703-4833. Please note the change of 

address and phone number. 

 

 

 

 

Horticulture Co-Chairperson - Marjorie Abbas 
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Welcome back from the Horticulture team of Marjorie and Min! 
 
Wowza! Did you see that pink flowering tree? That purple bush? That vine with the red 
flowers? COLOR delights our spirits and raises our gardening I.Q. This year we are  
continuing our focus on color in the landscape for our horticulture meetings. Green is a 
great neutral color in nature. It sets all the other shades off. When you look around 
your yard and neighborhood do you see colors jump out? No? That's because Nature is 
waiting for those complimentary colors to bounce off of all that green neutral she    
provides us. This year our committee wants to concentrate on color in the landscape. 
Many of our members’ yard visits have excited us with their colorful choices. Get the 
color wheel out and set the dial to "Screaming Color".... Red with Green, Purple with 
Yellow, Orange with Violet, Blue with Gold. Watch out neighborhoods the ladies of 
Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club are on the prowl. 
 

Horticulture Committee             Min Schwenderman and Marjorie Abbas 
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WAYS AND MEANS ROTARY EVENT 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Rotary's Great Weekend of Festivals 

Art & Crafts 

Wine Tasting 

Chili Cookoff 

Entertainment and Food Vendors 

Kidz Korner and MORE! 

November 18-19, 2017 at Crane’s Roost in Altamonte Springs 

 
 

SWOGC will have two booths, courtesy of Paul Crouch, for a plant sale and floral 

design fundraiser. Volunteers are still needed to work the event, 2-3 people, in 2-3 

hour increments and to help set up and take down.  Please contact Sharon Lane 

Crouch at sharonaccw@aol.com or call her at 407-884-8767 to volunteer to work the 

event and contact Louise Gould at  raglpg47@hotmail.com or call her at 407-494-

9832 to help make Floral Designs for the event. 
 

Ways and Means Committee 
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   If you attended the Welcome Back coffee you had the opportunity to meet four of our 

scholarship recipients.  Three of them have benefited from our support for several years. 

Our fifth recipient is Julie Richter, a fulltime student at the University of Florida studying 

Biological Engineering. 

   We also welcomed Dr. Brian Pearson, Assistant Professor at the UF/Mid-Florida 

Research and Education Center who spoke to us about the programs and opportunities 

available at the center and Angela Colonna, Academic and Outreach Coordinator who 

replaced our dear friend, Diane Mealo. 

   The scholarship recipients are: Crystal Connor, Kevin Dewansingh, Shawn Schutte, and 

Travis Marois. Please see their biographies below.  

 
Crystal Connor 

Since receiving my BS in plant science from the University of Florida I was selected to receive my 
PhD in Plant Pathology also at the University of Florida and I will be starting in the fall of 2017. Once 
I obtain my PhD the dream job for me would be working in a lab researching tissue culture and 
propagation to aid in breeding for future food production and to assist commercial growers through 
extension outreach. My honors project was selected for an oral presentation at the 2017 ASHS 
conference. This scholarship will aid me by paying my way for the conference because all my 
research was done on a volunteer basis and I have not received funding for the conference. Thank 

you for your consideration for the Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club Scholarship once again. 

 

Kevin Dewansingh 

My journey at the University of Florida began in the summer term of 2016 when I transferred from 

Valencia College upon completion of my Associate of Arts degree. My interest and appreciation for 
the plant sciences, however, was deeply rooted in me from a young age. I grew up in New York City 
where growing spaces are relatively limited and cherished for that reason. After moving to Florida, 
my desire to learn more about the industry grew with all of the new plants I encountered. UF gives 
me the opportunity to pursue an education and career in the field. 
 

 

 

Shawn Schutte 

My name is Shawn Schutte and I am a student at The University of Florida. I am taking classes out 
of the Mid Florida Research and Education Center in Apopka Florida. I plan on graduating in 
December with my bachelor’s degree in Plant Science.  It has been a long journey, but it has been 
well worth the time and effort. I have been a recipient of this scholarship a few times and feel very 

grateful for the generosity that your group has shown me.   It is always fun to meet everyone each 
year and to update the club on my path toward my degree.   The funds that I received in the past 
have allowed me to purchase books, help with tuition, and help pay for other expenses that come 
with being a college student.  The funds that were provided to me have helped ease the financial 
burden that comes with being a college student.    

 

Travis Marois  

I am a plant science major located in the Orlando area. I have worked in the nursery and 

greenhouse industry my entire working career. Currently, I am a senior who will graduate after two 
more semesters. I work for a grower in Apopka who produces succulents, foliage, and aquatic plants. 
Upon graduation, I plant to remain in the field as I love working in the vibrant and dynamic 

greenhouse industry. 

 

 

Joyce Anderson 
Scholarship Chairperson 

SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS 
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INSPIRATION 

November 2017 

Mead Botanical Garden Reopens After Hurricane Irma 

 Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc.   

 

GROWvember, Mead Botanical Garden’s fabulous annual fall plant sale, is the place to 
be on Friday and Saturday, November 3 & 4.  Just in time to prepare your fall garden 
and beautify your home for the holidays.  First dibbs shopping begins on Friday from 

2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  Saturday shop all day from 9:00 a.m. – 
4:00 p.m.  Informative workshops will be held throughout the day. 
 

No admission; parking is free.  The sale will be held rain or shine.  
Food trucks will have delicious food and beverages for shoppers to 
enjoy. 
 

The sale features a variety of high quality plant vendors, plant 
workshops, demonstrations and “Ask the Expert” opportunities.  
Shoppers will find a wide selection of beautiful plants including 
annuals, perennials, succulents, ferns, orchids, native plants that 
attract hummingbirds and pollinators, bromeliads, herbs, house 
plants, vegetables, medicinal plants and many other specialty 
plants. 
 

You won’t want to miss this opportunity!!! 

 

 

 

 

   Inspiration Chairperson Cheri Blackmon is traveling so the Editor has 
selected an Inspiration for you this month - enjoy! 
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OCTOBER GENERAL MEETING PHOTOS (See Shutterfly for More) 

 Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://sweetwateroaksgardenclub.shutterfly.com/pictures/418
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BOARD MEETINGS 
First Monday of the Month September-May at 10:00 AM 

810 Fox Valley Drive, Longwood, Florida 

 

GENERAL MEETINGS 

Second Monday of the Month, September-May at 9:30 AM 

First Baptist Sweetwater Church 

3800 Wekiva Springs Road. Longwood. Florida  

 

HORTICULTURE GROUP MEETINGS 

Fourth Monday of October, February and April at 9:30 AM 

See the Calendar of Events for Location 

JUNIOR GARDENERS 

Second Tuesday of the Month at 9:00 AM 

FLORAL DESIGN 

Every Thursday at Hospice of the Comforter 12:30-3:00 PM 

Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc. Meeting Schedule 

Club Flower—Rose 

Club Bird—Cardinal 

We’re on the web! 

 www.swogc.org 

Member of National Garden Clubs, Inc. 

Deep South Region 

Florida Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc. 

District VII 

Lake, Orange, Osceola, Seminole & Sumter Counties 

Organized—January 9, 1974 

Federated—January 27, 1975 

Incorporated—September 14, 1992 

Mailing Address: 

P.O. Box 915233 

Longwood, Florida 32791 

 Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club, Inc.   

The purpose of Sweetwater Oaks Garden Club is the education of its 

members and the community in their relationship to horticulture, 

conservation and environmental needs, as well as the art of floral design. 

If you know of a member who could use an extra kind thought,  

please contact me.   I prefer  receiving the  information by  

email, but please call if you don't have email access.  

    Marge Lynch   

 edlynch66@embarqmail.com       407-884-0583 

Deadline for December Newsletter is November 20. 


